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Genealogy of the Morleys in South Wales: Tracing
the Pearce Connection in Cornwall
John O. Morley

Abstract: The origins of individuals or families who moved to Glamorgan from Cornwall
during the Industrial Revolution are often unknown, as official records did not appear
until 1838 and often the older parish registers are incomplete. This study is concerned
with the study of the origins of one such family, called Morley, which was well
established in Glamorgan by the mid-nineteenth century. In 1848 in the parish of
Michaelston-super-Avon, Thomas Morley, a roll turner in the Copper Miners Tinplate
Company located there, married an Anne Pierce who came from Ludgvan in Cornwall.
The lineal descendants of their large family, and the antecedents of his family, have
been discussed in detail previously, but very little is known about the origins of Anne’s
family in Cornwall. This account attempts to correct this omission by exploring her
antecedents using the accepted English genealogical practice of tracing the family by
following the sequence of family Christian names. This process has enabled the ante-
cedents of her family to be unearthed in southwest Cornwall. Her father, John Pearce
(M)1 has been unequivocally identified as a miller from Ludgvan, who was born in 1766
and died in 1827. He married Margaret Winnan of St. Erth in 1800 and they had nine
children most of whom were born in Ludgvan. Tracing the identity of John’s father has
proved more difficult, as there are several possible candidates born in the expected
timeframe. With, it is thought that he was a William Pearce of Gulval who married
Elizabeth Gilbert of Helston in 1765. His father in turn was a John Pearce (L) who married
Triphosa Donithorne of Gulval in 1727 and they had nine children. The identity of John’s
father has not been established with the same degree of certainty and there are two
possible contenders, both called John Pearce (K), one born in Lelant in 1692 and the
other born in Paul in 1699. On balance, it is thought that the person born in Lelant was
the antecedent of John (L) and it is suggested that his father in turn was a John Pearce
(J) who was also born in the same parish.

Introduction
Two previous articles have dealt with the genealogy of the Morley family in south Wales during the eighteenth2 and nineteenth century.3 A
more recent account has discussed the antecedents of this family who lived in Carmarthenshire and Worcestershire.4 This article, in contrast, is
concerned with a study of the more recent English roots of this family which arose from the marriage of Thomas Morley of Lantwit juxta Neath,
to Ann Pearce of Ludgvan in Cornwall, in the mid-nineteenth century. By profession, Thomas was a roll turner, a specialist occupation in the
tinplate industry which was rapidly expanding in south Wales at that time. While many details of his family are known, there is little
information on the family of his wife Ann Pearce. Unfortunately because her surname was ubiquitous at this time in Cornwall, tracing her
lineage is fraught with difficulty especially before the advent of official records in 1837, and other methods have to be employed. By the time
of the 1881 National Census, the Pearce surname, or a variant of it, was the sixth ranked surname in Cornwall and first ranked in the parish of
Uny Lelant, which features later.5

This present account describes an investigation of the antecedents of Anne Pearce in Cornwall in the eighteenth century using the well-
established English genealogical practice of tracing the family by following the sequence of family Christian names. As previously pointed out
by the author, it was the tradition at this time, to name the first son of a marriage after the father’s father, the second after the mother’s father,
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the third after the husband, and the third and fourth sons were named after the father’s oldest brother(s) or sometimes after the father’s uncle
or mother’s oldest brother(s).6 A number of very important caveats should be added: if the father’s father and his father-in-law shared the
same name, the second son, not the third would be named after the husband; if the husband and his father shared the same name then the
third son of the marriage would be named after the eldest brother. Similarly, the first daughter of a marriage was named after the mother’s
mother, the second named after the father’s mother and the third after the mother and so on with the same caveats as before. In the unlikely
event that the husband, his father and his father-in-law all shared the same name then the second son would be named after his brother.
Furthermore, in a situation where the parent’s father or mother was deceased at the time of the child’s birth, the child would not always be
named after them (as it was thought by many that this might be a bad omen), but instead called directly after the parent or the parent’s eldest
brother or sister. This approach has difficulties however, as the normal sequence is often disrupted when a child has been named after a
grandparent, but it dies before it has been christened, so that the name does not appear in the parish registers. Under these circumstances,
the first child recorded is not called after the father’s father or the mother’s mother but is the next in sequence. This situation can often be
detected when there is a significant lapse of about three years either between the date of marriage and the birth of the first surviving child or
between the dates of birth of two consecutive surviving children. Following the premature death of a child in this manner, the name was very
often re-used for a later child.

As previously reported, Thomas (O) was born on 18 October 1818 and he moved from Llantwit to Cwmavon in the parish of Michaelston-
super-Avon in 1825 because his father Thomas (N), who was born in Cadoxton juxta Neath, had taken a job at the Copper Miners Tinplate
Company there.7 Thomas (O) was educated at a school run by his father’s employers, and later became an engineer or roll turner in the same
tinworks. Thomas (O) married his first wife, Margaret(te) Benjamin, of Michaelston, on 31 March 1844 at St. Michael’s Church. Her father is
identified as Richard Benjamin on her marriage certificate as previously reported, but the only person alive at the time, of the right age and
with this name in south Wales, lived in Aberdare. However, as he had a daughter called Margaret, aged 5, at the time of the 1841 census,8 he
cannot be her father. It seems more likely that Margaret was the daughter of a Richard Benjamin, who was born in Cadoxton in 1786, and who
died there in 1836, aged 50.9 Furthermore, this Richard Benjamin may be an unrecorded son of a Rees Benjamin, who is thought to have had
five sons and three daughters born in Cadoxton during the period 1779 to 1792.10 Margaret may have been the person working at the Parade
Castle Hotel in Neath in 1841 as a housemaid,11 but this is by no means certain.

Thomas and Margaret’s first daughter, Ann Morley (Scheme 1), who was born in 1844,12 was probably named after her mother and his mother.
It is thought that they may have had another child two years later, called Thomas, who did not survive (see later), though it is also conceivable
that this putative child was the William Morley who died in Cwmavon on 25 February 1848, aged 13 months.13 Tragically Margaret contracted
influenza and tuberculosis four years after her marriage and she died on 27 April 1848 aged 26 years after suffering for three months.14
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                                                     Mary (Q) or Polly; (b. 1869, Y) 

                                                     Caroline (b. 1866, Y) 

                                                     Emily (b. 1864, Y) 

                                                     William Henry (b. 1862, W) 

                                                     Thomas (b. 1861, Y) 

                                                     Sarah Jane (b. 1858, d. 1866, Y) 
Thomas (O) m.
Ann Pearce (O)

(1848) John (b. 1857, Y) 

                                                     Margaret (b. 1854, Y) 

                                                     Elizabeth (b.1851, C) 

                                                     Mary (P); (b. 1849, C; d. 1866, Y) 

                                                     Thomas ? (b. 1847, d. 1847, C) 

Ann (b. 1845, C) 

Scheme 1. Family of Thomas Morley (O) and Ann Pearce (O) together with the children of his first marriage to Margaret Benjamin (shown in
red) [C = Cwmavon; W = Workington; Y = Ystalyfera].

Following Margaret’s death, Thomas (O) had become acquainted with Ann Pierce (O), who was born in Cornwall, and they married on the 4
December 1848. On their marriage certificate (Figure 1),15 Thomas is described as a widower and an engineer by occupation, while Ann is
described as a spinster, both living in Cwmavon in the parish of Michaelston. Although her surname is recorded as ‘Pierce’ in the register, this
is a variation of its usual spelling of ‘Pearce’ found in Cornwall. Thomas (O) and Ann (O) had ten surviving children over the course of their
marriage (Scheme 1). Their first daughter was named Mary, possibly after the name of both Thomas and Ann (O)’s eldest surviving sisters (see
later). That Thomas named his second son after his father Thomas (N), who was still living, strongly suggests that there was an earlier son called
Thomas who died shortly after birth.

Ann (O) was born in Cornwall. Significantly her father John Pierce (M) is described as a miller on her marriage certificate, a fact which has
helped to identify her father from the many John Pearces who lived at that time in Cornwall (see later). Thomas (O) was clearly literate as he
signed his name on his marriage certificate (Figure 1) reflecting the good education he received from his father’s employers.16 It is not clear
exactly how Thomas and Anne met but it seems likely that either he had travelled to Ludgvan in connection with his trade (Cornish tin was
used in tinplate manufacture at the Copper Miners Tinplate Company), or more likely, she had moved to Cwmavon to seek work (see later).
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Figure 1. Marriage Certificate of Thomas Morley (O) and Ann Pierce (O).

There is no evidence to show that any other members of Ann’s direct family moved to Glamorgan but the Pearce name was fairly common in
Glamorgan at the time of the 1851 census with 161 occurrences in total with 21 of those born in Cornwall.

Tracing the Identity of Ann Pearce (O)
There are several women with the name Ann Pearce, or a variant of the surname, born in Cornwall in 1825, but the identity of the person who
married Thomas Morley (O1) is unequivocally confirmed by her christening record.17 The detailed entry shows she was born on 24 August
1825 and baptised on 18 September in Ludgvan,18 and reveals that her father, John Pearce (M), was a miller, and that her mother was called
Margaret. As previously reported, she appears in both the 1851 and 1871 National Censuses of England and Wales as Ann Morley from
Ludgvan.19 Her father is almost certainly the same John Pearce (M) who married Margaret Winnan on 3 May 1800 at St Erth in Cornwall,20

which lies adjacent to the parish of Ludgvan (see later), where Ann Pearce (O) was born. The parish register discloses that both John and
Margaret lived in the parish of St. Erth at this time, and he is identified once again by his occupation as a miller. Sadly, John (M) died in 1827,
aged 61 (see later), when Ann (O) was only two years old, placing his birth to 1766, and demonstrating that he was 14 years older than his wife
Margaret, who was christened in St. Erth on 21 May 1780.21 Unhappily, Margaret also died while Ann (O) was a child of only 13 years old, on 24
July 1838 aged 58.22 Ann (O) then went to live with her married sister Elizabeth Reseigh and her four children in Crowlas, Ludgvan,23 as
previously reported by this author. Her brother-in-law, William Reseigh, was a tin worker and it may be that he was instrumental in finding her
a job in Cwmavon.
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                                                                      Ann (O; b. 1825, L)    

                                                                      Joseph (b. 1820, L)                   

                                                                      Eliza (b. 1817, L)                 

                                                                      James (b. 1814, L)                 
John Pearce (M) m. 

Margaret Winnan
(1800) 

                                          Henry (b. 1810, L) 

                                                                      Margaret (b. 1808, L) 

                                                                      Elizabeth (b. 1806, L)    

                                                                      John (O; b.1802, SE)                   

                                                                      Mary (b. 1801, SE)              

Scheme 2. Family of John Pearce (M) and Margaret Winnan [SE = St. Erth; L = Ludgvan].

John (M) and Margaret Pearce had a large family over an exceptionally long period of time for this era. Following their marriage in 1800, their
first two children were born in St. Erth with their first, Mary, baptised on 28 June 1801,24 and the second, John (O), on 18 July 1802.25 The next
seven children of the marriage were all born in Ludgvan, and baptised at St. Paul’s Church in Ludgvan (Figure 2),26 with their last child Ann (O)
baptised in 1825 (Scheme 2). None of their sons was called after Margaret’s father, Edward Winnan (M), who had died on 9 January 1796 at St
Erth,27 possibly for the reason given earlier (page 1). Their first daughter Mary was almost certainly named after Margaret’s mother28 in line
with the usual naming convention described above. Similarly, their first son John (O) is thought to be named after John’s father, John (L).
However, it is conceivable that if his father had died directly prior to his birth, their first son would be named directly after his father; under this
scenario, John (M)’s father could have almost any name, and there are two possibilities, a William Pearce and a Richard Pearce, who are
discussed later. Edward Winnan and Mary Michell were married at St. Hilary on 10 November 1770,29 they had six children born between 1771
and 1783 named Mary, Elizabeth, Edward, John, Margaret and Francis.30 Mary was possibly the person born in Illogan on 14 March 174131 as
her parents were called Mary and John, supporting the naming convention which had been used for her children.
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Figure 2 St. Paul’s Church, Ludgvan.

The four year gap between the birth of John (O) on 18 July 1802 and Elizabeth on 17 August 180632 strongly suggests that another child may
have been born around 1804, who did not survive, perhaps a son named after Margaret’s father, or a daughter named after John (M)’s mother,
who would then be difficult to trace. It is also possible that John (M)’s mother had the same name as his wife’s mother, Mary, but in both these
cases, the next daughter would have been named Margaret, after his wife. However, this child was called Elizabeth (Scheme 2), and it follows
that this was most likely the name of John (M)’s mother, who must have been alive at this time, assuming the usual naming convention
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applied. This notion is reinforced by the name of the next child, who was baptised on 11 December 1808,33 and called Margaret, after John
(M)’s wife, suggesting that the convention was indeed followed. The next son of the marriage was called Henry, born in 1810, and under the
usual circumstances he would have been called after one of John’s family (but see later).

Figure 3 Parish Map of West Cornwall.

Their son, John Pearce (O), was the person (Scheme 2) whomarried Ann James in Ludgvan in 1826.34 By the time of the 1841National Census, they had
five surviving childrenwith their only son at that time also called John,35 named after his father as his grandfather had died in 1827. Their first daughter,
Ann (P), was born on 5 December 1830 in Ludgvan,36 and the second was called Mary, born on 22 June 1834 again in Ludgvan, with her father
described as a miner.37 The possibility that Ann (P) was the person who married Thomas Morley (O) rather than her aunt, Ann (O), who was also born
in Ludgvan, but in 1825, can be safely discounted as her marriage certificate (Figure 1) reveals that her father was a miller and not a miner and she
would not have been of “full age in 1848” as described. Furthermore, a trawl of the parish registers reveals that Ann (P) married a William Uren in
Ludgvan on 14 December 1850.38 Prior to this event, Ann (P)’s father, John (O), had sadly died in 1848,39 leaving her mother to fend for their family. By
the time of the 1851 National Census, Ann (P) and her husband and daughter were all living with her mother in the same household in Ludgvan.40

Ann (O)’s family tree (Scheme 2) helps to explain the names used for her own children born in Glamorgan (Scheme 1). Her first daughter would
normally be named after her mother Margaret, but because she had died over 10 years previously in St Erth, it is thought that the child would
have then be named after Ann (O) herself, except Thomas (O) already had a daughter by this name by his first wife. Accordingly she called her
child Mary after her eldest sister (Scheme 2) in line with the usual naming convention. The next daughter would usually be called after Thomas
(O)’s mother, Ann, but again the name had already been used. It follows that he would then possibly name the child after his eldest surviving
sister, but she was called Mary,41 and again that name had also been used. It is likely that the next daughter was probably called after Ann (O)’s
second eldest sister, Elizabeth, who she had lived with and who had looked after her following the death of her mother. Her third daughter
was named Margaret probably after her third eldest sister but possibly after her mother also who had died some 16 years earlier. Her fourth
child and first son would normally have been named after Thomas (O)’s father, Thomas (N). That he was named John, not Thomas, suggests as
indicated earlier, that a child of this name may have been born to his first wife and had not survived. Accordingly this first son was named
John, after Thomas (O)’s eldest surviving brother, and also Ann (O)’s eldest brother (Scheme 2). This idea is supported by the knowledge that
Thomas (O)’s brother, Hopkin, did indeed name his first son after their father Thomas (N).42

All of the information in Cornwall suggests that John (M)’s father had married someone called Elizabeth, a few years prior to the date of John
(M)’s birth in 1766, but clearly not in the parishes of Ludgvan or St Erth. There is no record at all of the birth of a John Pearce in either of the
extant parish registers during the period 1750 to 1770, nor indeed the marriage of anyone called Pearce, or a variant of that name, to
Elizabeth. As it was the custom to marry in the bride’s parish at this time, it follows that John (M)’s father was married elsewhere in Cornwall,
but because his son John (M) was married in the parish of St. Erth, and then moved to the neighbouring parish of Ludgvan, it is thought that
his father would have been married somewhere in south west Cornwall, as there was little personal or family migration in this era, and most
people spent their entire lives in one area.43
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Tracing the Identity of John Pearce (M) and his Father
John Pearce (M) of Ludgvan was buried in the parish of Gulval on 28 August 1827, aged 61, according to the unambiguous handwritten entry
in the register,44 placing his birth to around 1766. An Administrative Bond dated 22 October 1827,45 names his widow Margaret Pearce as the
administratrix of his estate and identifies him as a miller of Ludgvan. William Pearce, a yeoman of the parish of Gulval, and William Clarke, a
miller of the parish of Uny Lelant, provided a surety of £100 for the administration of the bond, which they both signed. William Pearce was
probably a relative of John Pearce (M) otherwise he would not have provided the surety, as John (M)’s father was deceased. William Clarke, was
possibly John (M)’s working associate perhaps at the corn mill which was located at the boundary of the contiguous parishes of Ludgvan and
Lelant (Figure 3).46 This building is now known as the Watermill Inn, and located on the Old Coach Road, just inside the modern parish of
Ludgvan on a current map.47 As there were other mills in the parish, such as the Truthwall Mill,48 the precise mill cannot be identified with any
certainty.

Assuming that the register entry for John (M)’s age of 61 at death on 28 August 1827 was entered correctly, it follows that he was born
between September 1765 and August 1766 with his parent’s marriage occurring at least a year, or longer, before these dates. A search of
baptisms in the parish registers of Cornwall from 1 January 1765 to 31 December 1767 shows the births of fifteen people called John Pearce or
a variant of the name. This reduces to six people if a mother called Elizabeth (or an abbreviation of this name) is included in the search (Table).
However, there are two further instances of the birth of a John Pearce in this timeframe where no mother is recorded; the first occurred in
Madron in 1765, but as he is named John James Pearce he is highly unlikely to be John (M). The second birth occurred in Launceston in 1766
to a William Pearce but because this parish is located a considerable distance from Ludgvan, he is again unlikely to be John (M) either (see
later). Clearly John (M)’s father was married by 1765, and given that the mean age of marriage from 1600 to 1750 in England was 28 for men,49

it suggests that his father would have been born sometime after 1730 and married probably after 1750.

The parish registers also disclose that there are only a limited number of marriages recorded in Cornwall, between a groom with a surname
“Pearce” and a bride with a forename “Elizabeth”, including possible variations of the two names, with a son called John (Table). Although the
first six of the twelve marriages shown between a Pearce and his wife Elizabeth produced a son called John (Table), he was not born in the
approximate timeframe for him to be considered as John (M). For example, the marriage of a John Pearce to Elizabeth Richards occurred in the
parish of Perranuthnoe (only three miles from Ludgvan) on 29 June 1759.50 They had a total of three sons born there but their first son, John,
was born on 27 December 1759,51 and so he cannot be John (M). However, he is the only John Pearce with a brother called Henry who was
referred to earlier in connection with the naming conventions used for his children (Scheme 2), though this Henry was a younger brother, who
was baptised on 12 June 1764.52 These assumptions then leave six possible candidates as John (M).
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In the parish of Linkinhorne, a John Pearse married Elizabeth Wadge on 26 November 1764,53 and their son John (M1) was baptised there on 6
October 1765,54 making him 61 in August 1827. In Whitstone, another John Pearse and Elizabeth Hambly, both of the parish of Boyton, were
married on 8 December 1755.55 As Boyton lies less than three miles away from North Petherwin, it is likely that they were the parents of a John
Pearse (M2), christened there on 26 October 1665,56 who would also have been 61 years old in 1827.57 While this information suggests that
either of the last two candidates could be John (M) based on their dates of birth, this would seem to be highly unlikely because both parishes
lie well over 60 miles north east of Ludgvan. Confirmation is provided by the record of the marriage of John (M1) to Martha Kelly on 30
September 1792 in Linkinhorne,58 and the birth of their son, John, there on 8 March 1793.59 Additionally, because his father is referred to as
John Pearce, senior, in the land tax returns for Linkinhorne in 1799,60 it implies that his son, John (M1), was still present in the parish at that
time. This person is clearly not John (M). The other candidate, John (M2), may be the person who married Frances Daw on 2 November 1787 in
North Petherwin,61 but there are other possible candidates there also with the same name. This John Pearce (M2) may be the person who
moved to North Tamerton, about five miles away, where their son, John, was baptised on 1 March 1789,62 followed by the births of their five
further children in the same hamlet

In the parish of Mullion (about 18 miles from Ludgvan), a John Pearce from Illogan married Elizabeth Harry on 5 January 1761.63 They are
thought to have had two children born in nearby Cury: Elizabeth, on 5 September 1763 and John (M3) on 12 August 1767,64 making him 60 by
August 1827 and a possible candidate as John (M). His wife, Elizabeth Harry was born in Madron on 20 September 1741.65 However, it is
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unlikely that he was John (M) as the England and Wales Census of 1841,66 reports that a John Pearce was alive in Cury at that time, aged
between 70 and 74; and furthermore, a person with this name was buried in the same parish on 1 August 1846, aged 78,67 indicating that he
was born almost exactly at the time of John (M3)’s birth.

In the parish of Illogan, John Pearce, a miner, married Elizabeth Bryant on 23 August 1762.68 It is thought that she was baptised on 27
December 1736, also in Illogan, with her father named as William Bryant.69 Their first child was probably called Catherine, born on 31 July 1763
in Illogan, and named after Elizabeth’s mother, but there is no record of her in the register of births and only her father is recorded. Their next
child is thought to have been William, born around the expected time for a second child, on 24 March 1765. He would be expected to be
named after John’s father implying that William was his name also. Their next child, John Pearce (M4), was born over two years later and
named after his father, as the name of Elizabeth Bryant’s father, William, had already been used. John (M4) was christened in Illogan on 6
September 1767,70 making him almost 60 by August 1827 and another possible candidate as John (M). However, the parish records for Illogan
show that a John Pearce, a miner like his father, married Alice Dunstone on 27 September 1792,71 and he is probably John (M4) born in 1767,
making him 25 years old at the time. They had two children born in Illogan: John born on 19 May 1793 and Alice on 24 June 1798. The name
of his first son tends to confirm that John (M4)’s father was called John.

Very confusingly, the parish registers for Illogan show that there were thirteen children born to parents called John and Elizabeth Pearce over
the period 1760 to 1790, but none at all over the previous twenty years. The first of these, Grace Pearce, was born on 3 January 1762,72 some
eight months prior to the date of marriage of John Pearce and Elizabeth Bryant, and it follows that she cannot be their daughter. Furthermore,
the short time intervals between the baptisms of another John Pearce in July 1764 and the William Pearce (above) in March 1765 on the one
hand, and the baptisms of a Simon Pearce in May 1767 and John (M4) in September 1767 on the other, conclusively demonstrate that these
children were the products of two different marriages but with the same named father and mother. It is possible that the second couple were
a John Pearce, a widower, and Elizabeth Stephens, who were married on 22 January 1761 by licence,73 in the parish of Falmouth, He is possibly
the son of John and Thomasine Pearce, born in Falmouth on 23 March 1733,74 but if so, he had not been a widower very long and there is no
record of his first marriage. As Illogan is only 11 miles or so away from Falmouth, it is suggested that they may have moved there and were the
parents of several children including Grace, John and Simon mentioned above.

As indicated earlier, it is possible that John (M)’s father was not called John, but for this idea to be entertained, it would be necessary under the
naming convention discussed earlier, for his father to have died before the birth of John (M)’s son on 18 July 1802. Under these circumstances,
John (O) would then be named after his father John (M). There are two instances under this scenario found in the parish registers (Table).
Firstly, a Richard Pearce married Elizabeth Moyle on 18 October 1754 in Sithney,75 which lies about 9 miles from Ludgvan. They had five
children born there including two sons, the first named Richard, who was born on 25 May 1760, and the second named John (M5), who was
born on 6 April 1766,76 which would make him 61 in August 1827. Elizabeth is thought to be the person born in nearby Wendron on 25
January 1734.77 It is possible that this Richard Pearce is the person who died in nearby Breage (about a mile from Sithney) on 30 Jan 1802 aged
71,78 corresponding to his birth also in Breage on 19 April 1731.79 If so his father was called Thomas Pearce.

Secondly, a William Pearce (L) married Elizabeth Gilbert of Helston on 18 August 1765 in Mawgan in Meneage,80 which lies about 16 miles
from Ludgvan. Their son John Pearce (M6) was born there on 21 March 1766,81 which would make him 61 in August 1827. He was almost
certainly named after William’s father and also Elizabeth’s father, John Gilbert. Elizabeth was born in Breage in 13 May 1744,82 as she is the only
recorded person born with this name in southwest Cornwall during the period 1735-45. They may have had a second son as a William (M),
with the same named parents, was baptised at nearby Grade on 11 September 1767, but this is by no means certain. There are no other
register entries for any other children of theirs in southwest Cornwall up to 1780, excepting for the baptism of a Benjamin Pearce on 29 June
1777 in Grade,83 who again had the same named parents, but the ten years gap between him and William (M), implies that this was a different
family. The parish registers show that William Pearce (L) could be one of only two possible people with a father named as John in the expected
period of 1730 to 1740 in southwest Cornwall. As some of the people now discussed here were born prior to 1752, to avoid confusion caused
by the change from the Julian Calendar into the Gregorian Calendar in 1752, all dates of birth have been converted from the former to the
latter to ensure consistency.84 The first William (L1) was born in Gulval on 16 January 1737,85 and he may be the person who died there on 25
May 1801,86 though his age is not disclosed on the register entry. The second William (L2) was born in Helston on 7 December 1737,87 and he
is probably either the person who was buried in nearby Breage on 21 March 1791, aged 53,88 or the person buried there on 11 July 1801, aged
63.89 Although William (L2) would appear to be the favoured candidate as William (L) because his place of birth lies close to Helston, and only
three miles from Mawgan, there is strong evidence to suggest that he was not.
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Tracing the Identity of John Pearce (L)
The William Pearce (N) of Gulval named on the Administrative Bond referred to earlier, died in Gulval on 2 July 1844, aged 67.90 The parish
registers show that he was born in Gulval on 13 July 1777, with a Benjamin Pearce (M) named as his father.91 Benjamin’s father in turn, was a
John Pearce (K) of Towednack (which lies about three miles northwest of Ludgvan), who married a Triphosa Donithorne at Gulval on 26
January 1728.92 While there are a number of people named John Pearce, or a variant of the name, born in Cornwall during the expected
period of roughly 1690 to 1707, none were born in Towednack and very few were born in south west Cornwall (see later). However, there
seems little doubt that Triphosa was the person born in Gulval on 4 March 1699,93 who died there on 11 May 1770.94 They appear to have had
seven sons and one daughter born between 1728 and 1744, although three of their children’s names shown in the parish register for Gulval
are thought to be erroneously entered (shown in italics in Scheme 3).95

                                                   Benjamin Pearce (b. 1744, d. 1806) 

                                                   Joseph Pearce (b. 1741) 

                                                   Alice Perice (b. 1739) 

William Pearce (L; b. 1737, d. 1801) 

James Pearce (b. 1734, d. 1813) 

                                                   Henry Pearess (b. 1732, d. 1807) 

Nickcoles Pearce (b. 1730; d. 1752) 

                                                   John Pearce (L; b. 1728) 

John Pearce (K)
m. (1728)
Triphosa

Donithorne  

Scheme 3. Family of John Pearce (K) and Triphosa Donithorne.

Their first son John (L) was born on 16 December 1728 and probably named after John (K)’s father (see later). Their second son born, on 2 May
1730,96 was almost certainly named Nicholas, rather than the register entry of Nickcoles, and he is most likely to be the person who was buried
in Gulval on 20 June 1752,97 and named as the son of John Pearce. This son was possibly named after Triphosa’s father, but as she was
illegitimate, he is not named on the parish register, and only her mother’s name, Janettae Donithorne, appears with a footnote “notha” on her
record.98 It is possible that he was the Nicholas Donithorne, who was born in Gulval on 12 January 1668,99 and if so, the parish would have
expected him to provide for his daughter.100 It appears that it was the custom of the time to assign the father’s surname to the child and its
mother, and in an analogous case in the same parish, a Tryphena Donithorne, who was born on 1 November 1694, was the illegitimate child of
Roger Donithorne, who was Nicholas’s brother, and took his name.101 The succeeding sons of John and Tryphosa Pearce would be expected to
be named after John (K)’s brothers. However, Henry, thought to be their third son, born on 6 February 1732,102 is described as the son of John
Pearess of Gulval, and Alice, their sixth child, born on 11 February 1739,103 is named as the daughter of John Perice of Gulval; these are
probably original transcription errors as there are no other people with these surnames found anywhere else in Cornwall at this time. It is
suggested that their fifth son William (L1), who was born on 16 January 1737, was the person who married Elizabeth Gilbert, and if so, their son
John (M6) was the first cousin of Benjamin’s son, William (N). This would neatly explain why William (N) appears as one of the suretors on the
Administrative Bond referred to earlier.

It is thought that John (M6) was probably the only son of William (L1), and the reason he did not name his first son, or indeed any of his
subsequent sons, after his father is because the latter is thought to have died in May 1801, about a month before the birth of his first child.
However, after the birth of his first son, John (O) in July 1802, who he named after himself, he appears to have named his subsequent sons
after his father’s brothers in order of seniority (Scheme 3), but clearly not after John (L), his father’s eldest brother, as that name had been used,
nor Nicholas, as he had died before John (M) was born and he would not have known him. Thus John (M) named his second, third and fourth
sons after his father William’s brothers, Henry, James, and Joseph (Scheme 2). This strongly suggests that John (M6) had no other brothers with
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the possible exception of William (M) referred to earlier. It may also indicate that because he was an only child, his family were better off than
most, and they were able to furnish him with enough money to establish a mill.

All of this information strongly indicates that John Pearce (M), miller of Ludgvan, was the son of William Pearce (L) of Gulval. His father, in turn,
was almost certainly called John Pearce (K), primarily because William called his first (and possibly only) son by this name. Nevertheless, the
identity of John Pearce (K) himself is more contentious as indicated earlier, as there several possible candidates with this name who were born
in the expected timeframe in southwest Cornwall. That John (K) called his first son John (L), implies very strongly that John (K)’s father also
would be called John (J). It follows that any candidate as John (K) would have a father named as John, but unfortunately, there are four
instances of people meeting this criterion born in roughly in the vicinity of Towednack where he was living at the time of his marriage. For
example, a person thought to be John Pearce (K1) was born in Paul on 25 January 1699,104 another John Pearce (K2) was born in Lelant on 16
October 1692,105 a third John Pearce (K3) was born in St. Hilary on 6 October 1695,106 and a fourth John Pearce (K4) was born in Illogan on 26
November 1692.107 However, the names of John (K)’s children are known (Scheme 3), and as they were almost certainly named after his
brothers, it should be possible in principle to narrow down the options, by exploring the siblings of these four candidates, born from 1680 to
1710, all of whom had a father named as a John Pearce (J1-J4).

This process eliminates two of the candidates immediately as neither the John Pearce (K3) born in St Hilary nor the John Pearce (K4) born in
Illogan had any brothers whose names correspond to any of those shown (Scheme 3). Each had two brothers only with those of the former
called Charles and Thomas, and those of the latter called Thomas and Cristophar.108 However, both John Pearce (K1) and John Pearce (K2)
born in Paul and Leland respectively did have brothers with names corresponding to the children of John (K) shown in Scheme 3. Thus John
Pearce (J1) in Paul, had several sons, the first thought to have been called John (K1) though this is not absolutely certain (see above), who was
born on 25 January 1699; then another child, who may have been called J(ames) who was born on 24 March 1702;109 followed by Nicholas,
who was born on 17 September 1704;110 and finally William, who was born on 25 February 1707.111 Although this order of births for Nicholas
and William does follow the order of John (K)’s sons shown in Scheme 3, the second son, if indeed he was called James, is out of sequence, and
there is no Henry recorded at all. As the parish of Paul lies about eight miles south of, and is not contiguous with, Towednack (Figure 3), it
seems unlikely that this family was that of John (K), though this idea cannot be dismissed entirely. In contrast, the John Pearce (J) in Lelant did
name his first son Henry, and he was born on 22 September 1689.112 He was followed by John (K2), who was born on 16 October 1692,113 then
William, who was born on 13 May 1695,114 and finally by another son also called Henry, who was born on 30 August 1696,115 suggesting that
the first son with this name had died within the first few years of life. This order of births does follow the order of John (K)’s sons shown in
Scheme 3, but there is no James recorded at all, though he did have a daughter called Elizabeth (Scheme 4), who was born on 13 August
1702.116 As the parish of Lelant and Towednack (Figure 3) are contiguous, the balance of probability is that this was the family of John (K).
Given that Henry was John (J)’s first son, it suggests that he would have married a year or so earlier, and in all likelihood, he is the John Pierce
who married Elizabeth Edy on 9 April 1687117 in the nearby parish of Philack (Figure 3). Elizabeth may be the person born in St Just in Penwith
in 1667118 but this is by no means certain.

                                                                Elizabeth (b. 1702) 

                                                                Henry (b. 1696)                         
John Pierce (J) m.

Elizabeth Edy
(1687)

William (b. 1695)    

                                                                John (K; b. 1692) 

                                                                Henry (b. 1689) 

Scheme 4. Family of John Pearce (J) and Elizabeth Edy.

It would appear that John Pearce (K2) of Lelant had a brother living there also, called Nicholas Pearce. He was married and had three sons, the
first was called Henry, the second James and the third John. This suggests that the father of both John (K2) and Nicholas was a Henry Pearce
who may be the person who was born in Ludgvan on 5 January 1640 though there is no proof of this.119 John Pearce (J) is thought to have
died in Uny Lelant on 18 January 1733.120
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Conclusion
There seems little doubt that Ann Pearce who had married Thomas Morley in Michaelston super Avon in 1848 belonged to a large family
which had been well established in southwest Cornwall for at least two hundred years. This study has identified many of her antecedents who
lived in that region including her father John Pearce, who was a miller in Ludgvan, and her mother Margaret Winnan of St. Erth, who had
married him in 1800. By a process of deduction and elimination John’s father has been identified as a William Pearce of Mawgan in Meneage
who was the son of a John Pearce of Gulval. John’s father in turn was a John Pearce of Uny Lelant and the earliest antecedent of this family is
thought to be a Henry Pearce who was born around 1640.

References
1. To distinguish between members of the Morley family with the same forename,

the standard Generation Grid has been used (see for example, Noel Currer-Briggs
and Royston Gambier, Debrett’s Guide to Tracing Your Ancestry, (Webb and Bower,
London, 1981), p.189) which assigns the following letters to the date of birth:
A 1380- 1409; B 1410-1439; C 1440-1469; D 1470-1499; E 1500-1529; F 1530-1559;
G 1560- 1589; H 1590-1619; I 1620-1649; J 1650-1679; K 1680-1709; L 1710-1739;
M 1740-1769; N 1770-1799; O 1800-1829; P 1830-1859; Q 1860-1889; R 1890-1919;
S 1920-1949; T 1950-1979; U 1980-2009. In this system, men are allocated numbers
1-49, and women numbers 50-99.

2. John O. Morley, “Genealogy of the Morleys in South Wales: Glamorgan and the
Vale of Neath from 1700 to 1800”, Annals of Genealogical Research [henceforth
AGR], Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 1-30; at [http://www.genlit.org/agr/viewarticle.php?id=37].

3. John O. Morley, “Genealogy of the Morleys in South Wales: Expansion of the Family
in the Nineteenth Century “, AGR, Vol. 8, No. 1 (2012), 31–67; at [http://www.genlit.
org/agr/viewarticle.php?id=38].

4. John O. Morley, “Tracing the Origins of the Morleys found in 18th Century
Glamorgan”, The Journal of Genealogy and Family History, Vol. 4, No. 2 (2020), 11–
26 [http://dx.doi.org/10.24240/23992964.2020.1234526].

5. See the entry for Pearce in ‘The British Surnames website’ [https://britishsurnames.
co.uk/1881census/cornwall]. Office of National Statistics database: Surnames of
England and Wales [http://www.taliesin-arlein.net/names/search.php].

6. See for example: Ancestors, the website of Brigham Young University-Broadcast
Services [http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/vital/extra5.html]; see,also “UK
Naming Conventions” in Familyhistoryalive [http://www.familyhistoryalive.com/
Naming-Conventions.htmland“BritishNamingConventions”inResearchWiki] [https://
familysearch.org/wiki/en/British_Naming_Conventions].

7. Morley, AGR, Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 31–66.
8. “England and Wales Census, 1841,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://

familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7WQ-L1B:25May 2019), Richard Benjemin,
Aberdare, Glamorgan, Wales, United Kingdom; from “1841 England, Scotland and
Wales census,” database and images, findmypast (http://www.findmypast.com: n.
d.); PRO HO 107, The National Archives, Kew, Surrey.

9. “Wales, Glamorgan Parish Registers, 1558-1900,” database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFZR-8M3:5December2014), Richard Benjamin, 1836; Burial,
Cadoxton-J-Neath, Glamorgan, Wales, Glamorgan Family History Society, Cardiff.

10. “Wales, Glamorgan Parish Registers, 1558-1900,” database, FamilySearch (https://www.
familysearch.org/search/record); Search terms: Last name: Benjamin; Birthplace:
Cadoxton; Birth Year: 1770-1800; Place: Glamorgan; Father’s first name: Rees.

11. See the entry for Margaret Benjamin in the 1841 Census of England and Wales
[https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7W7-PC4]. This may be not be the
wife of Thomas (O1), as another person with this name was married in Neath in
1842 [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2D4V-7V4].

12. “England and Wales Birth Registration Index, 1837-2008,” database, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:26B7-MRV: 1 October 2014), Ann Morley,
1844; from “England & Wales Births, 1837-2006,” database, findmypast (http://
www.findmypast.com: 2012); Birth Registration, Neath, Glamorganshire, Wales,
General Register Office, Southport, England. Seealso: “England and Wales Census,
1851,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:
SG8N-K7P: 11 September 2019), Ann Morley in household of Thomas Morley,
Michaelstone Super Avon, Glamorganshire, Wales; PRO HO 107, The National
Archives of the UK, Kew, Surrey. This Ann Morley should not be confused with
Anne or Hannah, the daughter of Thomas’s brother, John Morley, who was
baptised on 8 June 1846. [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X15Y-Q7J]

13. William Morley, Glamorgan Parish Registers, 1558-1900 [https://www.familysearch.
org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFHH-R94].

14. Death Certificate of Margaret Morley, death registered at Margam, Neath, in the
County of Glamorgan, 26 April 1848, Entry 277. Cause of death given as ‘Influenza
3months, Phthisis Pulmonalis’.

15. Morley, AGR, Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 50 (Marriage Certificate of Thomas Morley and Ann
Pierce, dated 4 December 1848.Copy obtained from the Superintendent Registrar,
Register Office, City and County of Swansea, County Hall, Swansea, SA1 3SN).
Crown Copyright 2002.

16. Morley, AGR, Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 51.
17. Ann Pearce, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010 [https://www.familysearch.org/

ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-9GDQ]
18. Ann Pearce, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010 [https://www.familysearch.org/

ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1FS-PB7?i=54ç her mother is shown as Margaret Pearce and
her father as John Pearce, a miller.

19. Morley, AGR, Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 46, 60.
20. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce, a miller, to Margaret Winnan, 3

May 1800 in St. Erth [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
more-info/?t=marriages&id=830464]. Seealso: [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:S3HY-DTLW-MW6?i=20ç1769414].

21. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ28-NZR: 18 September 2020), Margaret Winnan, 1780.

22. Cornwall OPC Database, Burial of Margaret Pearce [https://www.cornwall-opc-
database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials&id=1006578]

23. National Census of 1841 for Cornwall held on Sunday 6 June, 1841; Reference HO
107 /142 /11 /35.

24. Mary Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLF3-1TL].

25. John Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JS1G-SQG].

26. Photographed by the author on 22May 2013.
27. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,

FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org / ark:/61903 /1:1:QGLK-1V5D: 2 February
2018), Edward Winnan, Senior, 09 Jan 1796; Burial, St Erth, Cornwall, England,
United Kingdom, Cornwall Records Office, Truro. The Edward Winnan (O) who
died on 17 February 1803at St Erth, is thought to be the son of Edward
Winnan (M)’s son, Edward (N), born 29 October 1775 who married on 12May
1799.

28. She was Mary Michell who married Edward Winnan on 10 November 1770at St.
Hilary [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-5DHJ].

29. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-5DHJ: 2 February
2018), Edward Winnon and Mary Michell, 10 Nov 1770; Marriage, St Hilary,
Cornwall, England, United Kingdom, Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

30. Cornwall OPC Database [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
]; baptism search terms: Year=1750 to 1810; Place: St. Erth; Surname=Winnan,
Father’s name: Edward; Mother’s name: Mary. Note that the children born in 1800
and 1802 belonged to Edward (M)’s son, Edward (N).

31. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1: 18 September 2020), Mary Michell, 1741.

32. Elizabeth Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMX-3M9].The original record shows Elizabeth’s mother
recorded as Margt Pearce [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-
D1FS-TPH?i=32ç1769414]

33. Margaret Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWWK-ZSC].

34. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce (O) to Ann James, 25May 1826, in
Ludgvan [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=
marriages&id=597839].

35. “England and Wales Census, 1841,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://
www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1493745), John Pearce, Ludgvan,
Cornwall, England, United Kingdom; from “1841 England, Scotland and Wales
census,” database and images, findmypast (http://www.findmypast.com:n.d.); PRO
HO 107, The National Archives, Kew, Surrey.

THE JOURNAL OF GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY

71

http://www.genlit.org/agr/viewarticle.php?id=37
http://www.genlit.org/agr/viewarticle.php?id=38
http://www.genlit.org/agr/viewarticle.php?id=38
http://dx.doi.org/[http://dx.doi.org/10.24240/23992964.2020.1234526]
https://britishsurnames.co.uk/1881census/cornwall
https://britishsurnames.co.uk/1881census/cornwall
http://www.taliesin-arlein.net/names/search.php
http://www.byub.org/ancestors/records/vital/extra5.html];
http://www.familyhistoryalive.com/Naming-Conventions.htmland%201CBritishNamingConventions%201DinResearchWiki
http://www.familyhistoryalive.com/Naming-Conventions.htmland%201CBritishNamingConventions%201DinResearchWiki
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/British_Naming_Conventions
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/British_Naming_Conventions
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7WQ-L1B:25May
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7WQ-L1B:25May
http://www.findmypast.com:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFZR-8M3:5December2014
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFZR-8M3:5December2014
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M7W7-PC4
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2D4V-7V4
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:26B7-MRV:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:X15Y-Q7J
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFHH-R94
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VFHH-R94
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-9GDQ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-9GDQ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1FS-PB7?i=54%E7
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1FS-PB7?i=54%E7
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ28-NZR:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ28-NZR:
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1006578
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1006578
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLF3-1TL
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLF3-1TL
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JS1G-SQG
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JS1G-SQG
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-5DHJ
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-5DHJ:
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMX-3M9
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMX-3M9
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1FS-TPH?i=32%E71769414
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1FS-TPH?i=32%E71769414
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWWK-ZSC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWWK-ZSC
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=597839
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=597839
http://www.findmypast.com:n.d


36. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMHX-F32:21March2020), Ann Pearce, 1830.

37. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1F3-97K?cc=
1769414&wc=3CBZ-MNR%3A138123201%2C139753901%2C139757801: 2
February 2018), Cornwall>Ludgvan>Baptisms, 1834-1857> image 6 of 155;
Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

38. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-LZ99: 2 February
2018), William Uren and Ann Pearce, 14 Dec 1850; Marriage, Ludgvan, Cornwall,
England, United Kingdom, Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

39. Cornwall OPC Database, Burial of John Pearce (O), 9 February 1848 in Ludgvan
[https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burial
s&id=1007093].

40. Ann Pearce, England and Wales Census, 1851 [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:SG2P-YFD].

41. Morley, AGR, Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 35.
42. Morley, AGR, Vol. 8, No.1 (2012), 46.
43. C. Pooley and J. Turnbull Jean (1998), Migration and Mobility in Britain since the

XVIIIth Century (London, 1998); for a review see,[https://www.cairn.info/revue-
annales-de-demographie-historique-2002-2-page-119.htm].

44. John Pearce, England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010 [https://www.family
search.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6XSW-NF7?i=27ç1769414];see,also: Cornwall OPC
Database, Burial of John Pearce [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-
database/more-info/?t=burials&id=1813955].

45. Cornwall Record Office, Administrative Bond: John Pearce, miller, of Ludgvan,
dated 22 October 1827, Archdeaconry of Cornwall, Probate Court, Ref.: AP /P/
4631; see: [https://opc-cornwall.org/Par_new/l_m/wills_parish_files/ludgvan_wills.
pdf]. Copy obtained from Cornwall Council [kresenkernow@cornwall.gov.uk].

46. Located between Ludgvan and Uny Lelant; see: [https://www.archiuk.com/cgi-bin/
archi_new_search_engine.pl?search_location=SW505331&TownName=
Ludgvan&county=Cornwall].

47. Cornwall Council Interactive Map [https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/
index .html?zoomlevel=0&xcoord=186505&ycoord=64607&wsName=
ccmap&layerName=Parishes].

48. British Listed Buildings, Truthwall Mill, Ludgvan [https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/
101136617-truthwall-mill-ludgvan#.YCF2OXmnyM9].

49. E. A. Wrigley and R.S. Schofield, “English Population History from Family
Reconstitution: Summary Results 1600-1799”, Population Studies, 37 (2), 1983,
157-184. This article reports that the mean age at first marriage in 13 diverse
parishes in England was 28 for men and 26 for women in the period from 1600 to
1750 (p. 162, Table 2). Seealso: R. D. Lee and R. S. Schofield, “British Population in
the Eighteenth Century” in The Economic History of Britain since 1700, eds. R. Floud
and D. McClosky, Vol. 1: 1700-1800 (Cambridge University Press, 1981), pp. 17-35.

50. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce to Elizabeth Richards, 29 June
1759, in Perranuthnoe https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
more-info/?t=marriages&id=1158757

51. Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of John Pearce, 29 December 1759, in
Perranuthnoe [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-
info/?t=baptisms&id=3611044].

52. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ2R-8X4:19March2020), Henry Pearce, 1764.

53. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce to Elizabeth Wadge, 26
November 1764, in Linkinhorne [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-
database/more-info/?t=marriages&id=1128242].

54. John Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.cornwall-
opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=1223111].

55. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce to Elizabeth Hambly, 8 December
1755 in Whitstone [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/
?t=marriages&id=587474].

56. John Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.cornwall-
opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=3158638].

57. Cornwall OPC Database Baptisms of John Pearce in North Petherwin, Confusingly
there are two John Pearces born in this parish in 1756 and 1757 to parents with
the same name 1. [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?
t=baptisms&id=3158505]; and 2. [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-data
base/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=3158486].

58. John Pearse, England Marriages, 1538–1973 [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:NF2Q-ZLD].

59. Cornwall OPC Database Baptism of John Pearce 8March 1792, in Linkinhorne, https://
www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=
1524694

60. Cornwall OPC Database, Land Tax Database, Entry for John Pearce, 1799 [https://
www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=land_tax&id=
267707].

61. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce to Frances Daw, 2 November
1787, in North Petherton [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-data
base/more-info/?t=marriages&id=673242].

62. Cornwall OPC Database Baptism of John Oliver Pearce, 1 March 1789, in North
Tamerton [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=
baptisms&id=3102539].

63. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce to Elizabeth Harry, 5 January
1761, in Mullion [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-
info/?t=marriages&id=1150618].

64. OPC Database Baptism of John Pearce in Cury, 12 August 1767 [https://cornwall-
opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=1399562].

65. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLVQ-D4S: 20March 2020), Elizabeth Harry, 1741.

66. “England and Wales Census, 1841,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://
familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQYR-HQG: 23May 2019), John Pearce, Cury,
Cornwall, England, United Kingdom; from “1841 England, Scotland and Wales
census,” database and images, findmypast (http://www.findmypast.com: n.d.);
PRO HO 107, The National Archives, Kew, Surrey. Note that ages were rounded
down in the 1841 National Census to the nearest multiple of 5. For example, a
person aged 19 would be listed as 15, a person aged 32 would be listed as age 30,
and a person age 74 would be listed as 70.

67. Cornwall OPC Database, burial of John Pearce on 1 August 1846at Cury [https://
cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials&id=2639374].

68. Marriage of John Pearce to Elizabeth Bryant, England Marriages, 1538-1973 [https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N2LP-DJS]

69. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWF9-32Q: 18 September 2020), Elizabeth Bryant, 1736.

70. John Pearce, England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [https://www.family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J36R-1S7]. Seealso: [https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:9392-982K-9?i=170].

71. “England Marriages, 1538–1973 “, database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/1:1:N2LP-DJN:13March 2020), John Pearce, 1792.

72. Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of Grace Pearce, 3 January 1762 [https://cornwall-
opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=3941367].

73. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLV-1RB2: 16 January
2021), John Pearce and Elizabeth Stephens, 22 Jan 1761; Marriage, Falmouth,
Cornwall, England, Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

74. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLXV-GHY: 21March 2020), John Pearce, 1733.

75. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of Richard Pearce to Elizabeth Moyle on 18
October 1754 in Sithney [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
more-info/?t=marriages&id=1544333].

76. Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of John Pearce on 6 April 1766 in Sithney [https://
cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=3547338].

77. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J733-6YN: 20 September 2020), Elizabeth Moyle, 1734.

78. Cornwall OPC Database, Burial of Richard Pearce, 30 January 1802 in Breage
[https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials&id=
459892].

79. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWQG-NXR: 20March 2020), Richard Pearce, 1731.

80. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of William Pearce to Elizabeth Gilbert, 18 August
1765 in Mawgan in Meneage [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
more-info/?t=marriages&id=898593]. For details of the register see:“England,
Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-67Q3-XR6?cc=1769414&wc=3CB4-
GP6%3A138123201%2C139936701%2C138815001: 2 February 2018), Cornwall>
Mawgan-in-Meneage>Marriages, 1754-1812> image 48 of 70; Cornwall Records
Office, Truro.

81. Cornwall OPC Database Baptism of John Pearce, 21March 1766, in Mawgan in
Meneage [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=bap
tisms&id=2022835].

JOHN O. MORLEY

72

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMHX-F32:21March2020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMHX-F32:21March2020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1F3-97K?cc=1769414%26wc=3CBZ-MNR%3A138123201%2C139753901%2C139757801:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-D1F3-97K?cc=1769414%26wc=3CBZ-MNR%3A138123201%2C139753901%2C139757801:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-LZ99:
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1007093
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1007093
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SG2P-YFD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:SG2P-YFD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6XSW-NF7?i=27%E71769414];
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6XSW-NF7?i=27%E71769414];
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1813955
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1813955
https://opc-cornwall.org/Par_new/l_m/wills_parish_files/ludgvan_wills.pdf
https://opc-cornwall.org/Par_new/l_m/wills_parish_files/ludgvan_wills.pdf
https://www.archiuk.com/cgi-bin/archi_new_search_engine.pl?search_location=SW505331%26TownName=Ludgvan%26county=Cornwall
https://www.archiuk.com/cgi-bin/archi_new_search_engine.pl?search_location=SW505331%26TownName=Ludgvan%26county=Cornwall
https://www.archiuk.com/cgi-bin/archi_new_search_engine.pl?search_location=SW505331%26TownName=Ludgvan%26county=Cornwall
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/index.html?zoomlevel=0%26xcoord=186505%26ycoord=64607%26wsName=ccmap%26layerName=Parishes
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/index.html?zoomlevel=0%26xcoord=186505%26ycoord=64607%26wsName=ccmap%26layerName=Parishes
https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/website/ccmap/index.html?zoomlevel=0%26xcoord=186505%26ycoord=64607%26wsName=ccmap%26layerName=Parishes
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101136617-truthwall-mill-ludgvan#.YCF2OXmnyM9
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101136617-truthwall-mill-ludgvan#.YCF2OXmnyM9
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1158757
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1158757
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3611044
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3611044
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ2R-8X4:19March2020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ2R-8X4:19March2020
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1128242
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1128242
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1223111
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1223111
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=587474
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=587474
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3158638
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3158638
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3158505];
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3158505];
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3158486
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3158486
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NF2Q-ZLD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NF2Q-ZLD
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1524694
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1524694
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1524694
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=land_tax%26id=267707
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=land_tax%26id=267707
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=land_tax%26id=267707
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=673242
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=673242
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3102539
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3102539
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1150618
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1150618
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1399562
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1399562
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:
http://www.findmypast.com:
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=2639374
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=2639374
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N2LP-DJS
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N2LP-DJS
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWF9-32Q:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWF9-32Q:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J36R-1S7
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J36R-1S7
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N2LP-DJN:13March
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N2LP-DJN:13March
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3941367
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3941367
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLV-1RB2:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLXV-GHY:%A021%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NLXV-GHY:%A021%200AMarch%A02020
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1544333
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=1544333
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3547338
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=3547338
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J733-6YN:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J733-6YN:
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=459892
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=459892
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWQG-NXR:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWQG-NXR:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-67Q3-XR6?cc=1769414%26wc=3CB4-GP6%3A138123201%2C139936701%2C138815001:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-67Q3-XR6?cc=1769414%26wc=3CB4-GP6%3A138123201%2C139936701%2C138815001:
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=2022835
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=2022835


82. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ2Z-1Q1:20March 2020), Elizabeth Gilbert, 1744.

83. Cornwall OPC Database [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
]; baptism search terms: Year=1765 to 1780; Surname=Pearce; Father’s name:
John; Mother’s name: Elizabeth.

84. Cornwall OPC Database, Calendar Change 1752 [https://www.opc-cornwall.org/
Resc/calendar_change.php].

85. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQGJ-BVN: 22March 2020), William Pearce, 1737. The
original register entry is pre-Gregorian; see: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:S3HY-6XSW-XKX?i=9ç1769414).

86. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-2BGL: 16 January
2021), William Pearce, 25May 1801; Burial, Gulval, Cornwall, England, United
Kingdom, Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

87. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMTD-6BH:19March 2020), William Pearce, 1737.

88. “England Deaths and Burials, 1538-1991”, database, FamilySearch (https://family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JZ1 J-X6T: 15March 2020), William Pearce, 1791.

89. “England Deaths and Burials, 1538-1991”, database, FamilySearch (https://family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JZ1 J-J43: 15March 2020), William Pearce, 1801.

90. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2Z4-LXJ5: 16 January
2021), William Pearce, 02 Jul 1844; Burial, Gulval, Cornwall, England, United
Kingdom, Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

91. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org /ark:/61903 /1:1:NGMD-49G:22March 2020), William Pearce, 1777.

92. Cornwall OPC Database, Marriage of John Pearce and Triphosa Donithorne, 26
January 1727, in Gulval [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-
info/?t=marriages&id=591456].

93. Free UK Genealogy, “Parish Register” database, FreeREG (https://www.freereg.org.
uk / search_records /5817e33ce93790ec8b55646d: viewed 8Mar 2021), baptism
Triphosa, Gulval, Cornwall, UK 04Mar 1698/99; St Wolvel. “England Births and
Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/1:1:JMH6-1XZ: 19 September 2020), Triphosa Donithorne, 1699.

94. “England, Cornwall Parish Registers, 1538-2010,” database with images,
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-YJ59: 16 January
2021), Triphosa Pearce, 11May 1770; Burial, Gulval, Cornwall, England, United
Kingdom, Cornwall Records Office, Truro.

95. Cornwall OPC Database [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
]; baptism search terms: Year=1727 to 1750; Place: Gulval; Surname=Pearce (and
similar surnames); Father’s name: John.

96. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMD-JZX: 22March 2020), Nickcoles Pearce, 1730. For
the register entry, see: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6XSW-
CJ3?i=8ç1769414).

97. Cornwall OPC Database, Burial of Nicholas Pearce, 20 June 1752 in Gulval [https://
cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials&id=1316815].

98. See: nothus (feminine notha, neuter nothum), meaning spurious, illegitimate, or
bastard (but of a known father) in Wiktionary, the Free online Dictionary [https://
en.wiktionary.org/wiki/nothus#Latin].

99. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-42L: 19 September 2020), Nicholas Donithorne, 1668.

100. See the article on “Illegitimacy in England.” FamilySearch Wiki [https://www.
familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Illegitimacy_in_England&oldid=
3298301].

101. Free UK Genealogy, “Parish Register” database, FreeREG (https://www.freereg.org.
uk/search_records/5817e33ce93790ec8b55636a: viewed 16Mar 2021), baptism
Tryphena Donithorne, Gulval, Cornwall, UK 01 Nov 1694; St Wolvel.

102. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWWK-S9F: 22March 2020), Henry Pearess, 1732. See
also: (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCXS-WDZ?i=
34ç1769414).

103. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-W6R: 22March 2020), Alice Perice, 1739. Seealso:
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCXS-W56?i=35ç1769414).

104. His name has been assigned on the basis of an initial “J” coupled with the fact that
he was John Pearce’s first son. See: Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of J. Pearce,
29 January 1699, in Paul [https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/
more-info/?t=baptisms&id=1391998]. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-
1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMHF-D79:
22March 2020), John Pearce, 1699.

105. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org /ark:/61903 /1:1:J3MH-CXK: 22March 2020), John Pearce, 1692.

106. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMP-CYP: 20March 2020), John Pearse, 1695.

107. Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of John Pearce, 26 November 1692 in Illogan
[https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=
2994045].

108. Cornwall OPC Database [https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
Baptism search terms: Year=1680 to 1710; Place: St. Hilary or Illogan; Surname=
Pearce (and similar surnames); Father’s name: John.

109. Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of J* Pearce, 24March 1702 in Paul[https://corn
wall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=1392086].

110. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQGV-YXL: 22March 2020), Nicholas Pearce, 1704.

111. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-B44: 22March 2020), William Pearce, 1707.

112. Lelant: St Uny: “Parish Register” database, FreeREG (https://www.freereg.org.uk/
search_records/59a66ed2f493fd3317505a98: viewed 15Mar 2021) baptism Henry
Pearce 22 Sep 1689.

113. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org /ark:/61903 /1:1:J3MH-CXK: 22March 2020), John Pearce, 1692.

114. Cornwall OPC Database, Baptism of William Pearce, 13May 1695 in Lelant [https://
cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms&id=5702436].

115. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, FamilySearch (https://famil
ysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NFT2-PB8: 22March 2020), Henry Pearse, 1696.

116. Free UK Genealogy, “Parish Register” database, FreeREG (https://www.freereg.org.
uk/search_records/59a66ed7f493fd3317505e10: viewed 23Mar 2021), baptism
Elizabeth Pearce, Lelant, Cornwall, UK 13 Aug 1702; St Uny.

117. Free UK Genealogy, “Parish Register” database, FreeREG (https://www.freereg.org.
uk/search_records/5817c296e93790eb7f85bc51: viewed 18Mar 2021), marriage
John Peirce to Elizabeth Edy, Phillack, Cornwall, UK 09 Apr 1687.

118. “England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975”, database, Findmypast (https://www.
familysearch.org/search/record/results?q.givenName=elizabeth&q.surname=eddy),
baptism of Elizabeth Edy, 1667, St Just in Penwith, Cornwall.

119. Free UK Genealogy, “Parish Register” database, FreeREG (https://www.freereg.org.
uk/search_records/5817ea6de93790ec8b63a3fb:viewed 22Mar2021), baptism
Henrie Pe[R]Es {0,1}, Ludgvan, Cornwall, UK 05 Jan 1639 /40; Ss Ludgvan and
Paul the Apostle.

120. “England Deaths and Burials, 1538-1991”, database, FamilySearch (https://family
search.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J8ZT-42N:15March2020), John Pearse, 1733.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
John Morley was born in the Swansea Valley, educated at West Monmouth Grammar School in Pontypool, the Welsh College of Advanced
Technology in Cardiff and the University of Manchester, where he obtained his PhD in 1967 and DSc in 1989. His early career was spent in industry
with ICI, first at Grangemouth in Scotland and later at Blackley in Manchester. In 1984, he became visiting Professor of Chemistry at the Queen’s
University of Belfast and was later appointed to the senior management position of Research Associate in ICI. He left industry to take up an
appointment as a Professor of Chemistry at Swansea University in 1994 and he is the author of around 140 publications in Chemistry. He was
appointed Emeritus Professor at Swansea University following his retirement, and has since taken a keen interest in genealogy. He has published
over a dozen articles on this theme (see: https://jomorley9.wixsite.com/website) and he is a direct descendant of the people referred to in this
article.
Email: jomorley9@gmail.com

THE JOURNAL OF GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY

73

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ2Z-1Q1:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQ2Z-1Q1:
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://www.opc-cornwall.org/Resc/calendar_change.php
https://www.opc-cornwall.org/Resc/calendar_change.php
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQGJ-BVN:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQGJ-BVN:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-2BGL:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMTD-6BH:19%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMTD-6BH:19%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:JZ1%200AJ-X6%200AT:%A015%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:JZ1%200AJ-X6%200AT:%A015%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:JZ1%200AJ-J43:%A015%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:JZ1%200AJ-J43:%A015%200AMarch%A02020
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2Z4-LXJ5:
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:NGMD-49%200AG:22%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:NGMD-49%200AG:22%200AMarch%A02020
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=591456
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=marriages%26id=591456
https://www.freereg.org.uk%200A/%200Asearch_records%200A/%200A5817e33ce93790ec8b55646%200Ad:
https://www.freereg.org.uk%200A/%200Asearch_records%200A/%200A5817e33ce93790ec8b55646%200Ad:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMH6-1XZ:%A019%A0September%A02020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMH6-1XZ:%A019%A0September%A02020
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QGLK-YJ59:
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMD-JZX:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMD-JZX:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1316815
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=burials%26id=1316815
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/nothus#Latin
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/nothus#Latin
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-42L:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-42L:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Illegitimacy_in_England%26oldid=3298301
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Illegitimacy_in_England%26oldid=3298301
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/index.php?title=Illegitimacy_in_England%26oldid=3298301
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/5817e33ce93790ec8b55636a:
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/5817e33ce93790ec8b55636a:
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWWK-S9F:%A022%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JWWK-S9F:%A022%200AMarch%A02020
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCXS-WDZ?i=34%E71769414
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCXS-WDZ?i=34%E71769414
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-W6%200AR:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-W6%200AR:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCXS-W56?i=35%E71769414
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1391998
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1391998
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMHF-D79:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JMHF-D79:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:J3%200AMH-CXK:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),%A0John%A0Pearce,%A01692
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:J3%200AMH-CXK:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),%A0John%A0Pearce,%A01692
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMP-CYP:%A020%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NGMP-CYP:%A020%200AMarch%A02020
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=2994045
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=2994045
https://www.cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/];
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1392086
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=1392086
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQGV-YXL:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JQGV-YXL:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-B44:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J39P-B44:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/59a66ed2f493fd3317505a98:
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/59a66ed2f493fd3317505a98:
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:J3%200AMH-CXK:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://familysearch.org%200A/%200Aark:/61903%200A/%200A1:1:J3%200AMH-CXK:%A022%200AMarch%A02020),
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=5702436
https://cornwall-opc-database.org/search-database/more-info/?t=baptisms%26id=5702436
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NFT2-PB8:%A022%200AMarch%A02020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:NFT2-PB8:%A022%200AMarch%A02020
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/59a66ed7f493fd3317505e10:
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/59a66ed7f493fd3317505e10:
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/5817c296e93790eb7f85bc51:
https://www.freereg.org.uk/search_records/5817c296e93790eb7f85bc51:
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?q.givenName=elizabeth%26q.surname=eddy
https://www.familysearch.org/search/record/results?q.givenName=elizabeth%26q.surname=eddy
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J8ZT-42N:15March2020
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J8ZT-42N:15March2020

	Abstract
	Introduction
	Tracing the Identity of Ann Pearce (O)
	Tracing the Identity of John Pearce (M) and his Father
	Tracing the Identity of John Pearce (L)
	Conclusion
	References

