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Abstract: By the end of the eighteenth-century the St Martin’s Youths of Birmingham

Received: August 2022 was one of the leading bell ringing societies outside London, as it remains to this day.

Accepted: 21 February 2023 The handwritten peal books in the Archive of the St Martin’s Guild, its modern succes-
sor, provide a record of the peals rung by the society from 1755, but little was known of

the eighteenth-century ringers themselves beyond a few anecdotes contained in the
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Bisset understanding of the lives of the ringers to be disclosed, informing a new narrative of

the history of ringing in Birmingham and the place of the ringers in Birmingham at a

oral history for a later period. Genealogical records and techniques allowed a fuller

significant period in the town'’s history. The article shows how niche sources can be
combined with genealogical and other sources to provide insights into the lives of
members of an eighteenth-century society.

Introduction

The focus of the study is the ringing records of a group of bell ringers in Birmingham, the St Martin’s Youths, up to September 1800. The ringer
John Day (1825-1902) published his Recollections in 1895, essentially amounting to “the codification of an oral history” of the society covering
the period c. 1780-1860."2 Based on his memories of the “eminent ringers who helped make the St. Martin’s Youths of Birmingham famous” he
related descriptions and anecdotes about men he knew during his own lifetime and other stories he had been told by others from a previous
generation of ringers.® Three eighteenth-century ringers, William Hassall (1774-1853), Samuel Lawrence (1763-1825) and Joseph Riley (1776~
1834) were the subjects of dedicated vignettes in Recollections; some other eighteenth-century men were mentioned to greater or lesser
extents. Of several he said, “... as far as | can trace, nothing at all is left to show what they were like,” which until now has been more generally
true of this generation of Birmingham ringers.*

The study was initiated in support of a broader historical project about the Belfry and Ringing Tradition at St Martin’s, Birmingham.®> The aim
was to use genealogical sources and techniques alongside ringing sources to discover more about the early pioneers of the art of change
ringing in Birmingham. The article considers them as individuals, as a group and in the context of their time, place and chosen pastime. It has
developed as a study in its own right and it is a valuable contribution to the history of the St Martin’s Youths.

The article summarises the high-level findings, provides an overview of the eighteenth-century ringers and analyses information derived from
different sources and records. Technical terms, such as the names of change ringing methods, are mentioned but the article does not require
specialist knowledge on the reader’s part. Place references are to Birmingham, Warwickshire, unless otherwise stated.

The Development of Bell Ringing in Birmingham

‘Change ringing’, based on mathematical principles, began in the seventeenth-century and involves the skilful control of swinging church bells
to produce continuous and non-repeating sequences or ‘changes’® By the early eighteenth-century ‘peal ringing' developed, that is, long
performances of change ringing containing at least 5,000 changes, usually taking more than three hours.” The first known ‘true and complete’
peal was performed in Norwich in 1715 and peals remained as relatively rare events throughout the eighteenth-century.® Successful peals
were often recorded in specially bought peal books and significant peals were sometimes commemorated on peal boards, hung in ringing
chambers and churches. Ringing societies emerged and began keeping records of their members.’

St Martin’s is the original parish church of Birmingham and stands in what was the centre of the town. There is evidence that by the early
seventeenth-century it had an established tradition of ringing;'® there was a ring of six bells by 1682, made up to eight by 1706."

© 2023 The Author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/)
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Birmingham'’s population grew rapidly in the eighteenth-century, from 15,000 in 1700, to nearly 25,000 in 1741, to nearly 74,000 by 1791."? As
the population grew a new church, St Philip’s, was founded at the top of a hill and consecrated in 1715. The number of rings of bells in and
around the town also increased: eight bells were installed in St Philip’s in 1727, and 10 by 1750, when a new ring replaced the original bells
that were reported to have been “untuneable and some unfit for use.”'® St Martin’s increased its ring to 10 bells in 1758, and another two bells
were added in 1771, making a ring of 12, a great rarity at that time.'* St John’s Deritend, another old Birmingham church dating from the
fourteenth-century, was rebuilt in 1735 and a new ring of eight bells was installed in 1776."> Saints Peter & Paul in Aston, near to but outside
of Birmingham, had five bells, which were replaced by a new eight in 1775.

The St Martin’s Youths became established as the leading change ringing society in the wider Birmingham area and, as a provincial society,
was considered to have rung “an unusually high proportion of their eighteenth-century peals ... on ten and twelve bells."'” The Society’s first
recorded peal was rung at St Philip’s on 16 September 1755. The first 13 peals by the St Martin’s Youths were rung in Birmingham, after which
the band began ringing peals at more distant towers, such as Coventry (1780), Bewdley (1782), Kings Norton (1785 & 1786), Solihull and
Warwick (1786), and Burton upon Trent (1800).'®

Method

Peal records and other ringing-specific sources were used to identify the names of the men - and they were all men - who rang with the St Martin’s
Youths in the eighteenth-century. Between September 1755 and September 1800, the St Martin’s Youths rang 41 peals. These are mainly recorded in
two peal books that were transcribed from records held in the tower in earlier times but that are now lost.'?202122232425 gach peal record includes
the date of the peal, the method rung, where it was rung, how long it took, the ringers’ names and the bell they rang (usually identified by a
number) and, often, the names of those who composed and/ or conducted the peals. The number of ringers in the band depended on how many
bells were rung, usually between eight and 12, and sometimes heavier bells were rung by two men (Figure 1).%° The peal records identify 75 ringers.

Several other records were referred to as additional name sources for eighteenth-century Birmingham ringers and include the names of men who
were not listed in peals. About 20 Birmingham ringers were elected to the London-based Ancient Society of College Youths (ASCY) during its visit
to Birmingham in 1786 — most do not appear in peal records (see later); another 10 Birmingham men were elected to ASCY between 1771 and
1798 (in addition to the 1786 intake).?”?® Eleven Birmingham subscribers were listed in Clavis Campanalogia (‘Clavis’), a book on change ringing
published in 1788.%° For the period up to 1800, 98 ringers were identified from all ringing sources, with some names recurring across sources.

Genealogical and other sources were used in order to identify the ringers. Church records, directories and newspaper records for Birmingham
in the eighteenth-century are generally good but are of their time, often lacking the detail and context that allows for reliable identification
and linkages, particularly for those with relatively common names or where there were several ‘same name’ individuals in Birmingham at the
time. The process was necessarily iterative and, in a few cases, unrelated ringers were associated in records in ways that helped to confirm
their identity (see later).>° Other contextual information was also found in ringing histories, archival catalogues, newspaper sources and local
history sources for Birmingham. The surviving St Martin’s Youths’ Account Book, 1804-38 (‘the Account Book') is a pocket book that was used as
a register and cash book and for keeping notes. It gives name and date information for band members, including references to some men who
had rung in the late eighteenth-century; it also makes occasional references to illness and deaths and alongside other sources was a useful
corroborative document.®'3? The “... eccentric but ingenious artist" James Bisset (1761-1832), well known to Birmingham local historians,
joined ASCY in 1786 and his memoirs provide rich contextual detail and corroborate the information for a small number of ringers (notably his
memoirs make no mention of bell ringing).3*>* Of those named in ringing records, 69 per cent were fully or partly identified, including 10 men
who were identified as ‘visitors'.

Who were the Eighteenth-Century Birmingham ringers?

Mid eighteenth-century Birmingham was at the fulcrum of scientific, industrial and cultural change. It was already the third most-populous
town in England and well on the way to becoming “the first manufacturing town in the world”>> Place of origin, family connections and
occupations were used as a starting point to gain a collective sense of the ringers and their place in Birmingham at that time. Of 49 men
whose birth place was known, the majority originated from Birmingham (43), with a few others coming from the nearby counties of
Staffordshire (2), Shropshire (1), Worcestershire (1) and Cheshire (1), and one from Scotland (1). This broadly resonates with other studies of
Birmingham’s population at around that time that suggest that in the eighteenth-century migration into Birmingham was mainly from within
15 miles of the town, with few people coming from further than 60 miles away.>

Family Connections

Five family groups were identified among the ringers, comprising 20 men who are known or, based on our information, are assumed to be
ringers: the Bellamys, the Brookes, the Pecks, the Mackenzie and Kendal brothers, and father and son, the Wortons (Figure 2)%
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Figure 1. St Martin’s Youths Peal Book, 1755-1880 - Peal, 16 September 1755.
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Figure 2. Birmingham Eighteenth Century Ringers: Family Groups.
Bellamy

® The Bellamys were businessmen. Thomas Bellamy senior’s (1718-1793) public house, “known by the Sign of the Bell, in Edgbaston-Street”, was
the venue of a meeting held in 1774 to discuss how the St Martin’s ringers might prevent the churchwardens from removing the new treble
bells from the tower;*33%4%41 he does not appear in ringing records but his role in the meeting and wider family associations bring him within
the sphere of the ringers. His sons, Thomas Bellamy junior (1747-1823), Samuel Bellamy (1751-1825) and Obadiah Bellamy (1758-1826) were
elected to ASCY in 1786, along with two of their apprentices (see later).#243444>46,
directories and newspapers mentioned “Thomas Bellamy & Son”, japanners of Edgbaston Street, which were references to Thomas's senior

4748 Thomas senior was a publican until about 1780 when

and junior.**°%*! The japanning business was continued by Thomas junior and later became a shared enterprise between the
brothers.>? The driving force in the family appears to have been the second son, Samuel, who began working life as an engraver/ die
sinker.>>*3% In 1777 he took out a patent for the decorative stamping of plated metals, considered to have been significant in the trade
at that time.>®*>” From the 1780s Samuel was also involved with his brothers’ separate buckle making and japanning businesses, with
several separate enterprises operating under the Bellamy name from what appears to be Samuel’s premises at 53 Moor Street.”®°° The
brothers later opened a japanning showroom in Freeman Street.®® James Bisset rated the Bellamys as among the chief button, buckle
and japanning manufacturers in the town and named them in a list that included Henry Clay, known as ‘Japanner in ordinary to His
Majesty and to His Royal Highness the Princes of Wales'.*'°> Obadiah set out as a toy maker and then became a button maker; in later years
he was a clerk to a mill and, more latterly, appeared to have been employed in the family japanning business.®*%*%> “Oby Bellamy” was
afforded a full page in Bisset’s memoirs, and Bisset related how Obadiah’s beautiful singing voice led to him “... becoming a constant
frequenter of Taverns, & Ale houses ... which ultimately tended to the ruin of his Business ..."®

Brooke

® The Brooke family comprised five ringers. Samuel Brooke senior (1735-1802) came from Madeley, Shropshire, and his peal ringing career
with the St Martin’s Youths lasted from 1755 until 1782.57% He was elected to ASCY in 1786 and subscribed to Clavis for six copies in
1788, presumably so that he could sell them on to other ringers. Samuel accumulated several occupations, beginning as a short cutler
(1760), then becoming a publican and victualler (1770) and ultimately adding the role of parish clerk at St Martin’s (1782), living in Moat
Row throughout.%>7%7"72 His oldest son John (1764-1816) worked in the Bellamy's paint shop as a young man, alongside James
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Bisset;”>’*”> later he set up as an independent painter and gilder before becoming a lottery agent and a dealer in tea, coffee and
wines.”®””78 He joined ASCY in 1786. The middle son, Samuel Brooke junior (1767-1806), was a stationer and was elected to ASCY in
1798 but does not otherwise appear in ringing records.”?2>®" Youngest son, William Brooke (1771-1808), rang his first peal and was
elected to ASCY in 1789, before moving to London where he was a lottery agent, married and rang fairly regularly with ASCY from 1792-
1808.8283848586 camuyel senior’s eldest daughter, Mary (1765-1818), married the ringer Richard Dicken (1755-1796) in 1788.87:88:89.90
Richard was a neighbour in Moat Row and a wealthy builder.”’*? He was elected to ASCY in 1786 and subscribed to Clavis.

Peck

® The Peck family had a long-standing connection with St Martin’s. Robert Peck senior (1664-1734) was a blacksmith and a sexton at St
Martin’s.”>?* He came to the attention of the authorities in 1724 for “... the insolent behaviour ... [of arranging for a band to ring] the bells
on ... pretence of a wedding ... believe[d] to be a mark of [his] disaffection to the government.” His son Samuel Peck (1703-1783) was the
father of the peal ringers Humphrey Peck (b. 1729) and Robert Peck junior (1739-1792) and it seems very likely that he was a
ringer.®597:98991%0 Humphrey rang in the first three peals in Birmingham between 1755-1768; he was a ‘Toyman’, making small
decorative objects, and was later described as a smith.'®"'% Robert junior was a jobbing smith and rang in three peals between
1773-1776."°% The ringer Thomas Hadley (1734-1794) was related to the Pecks through his mother, Elizabeth Hadley, née Peck (1709-

1759) — she was Robert Peck senior's youngest daughter and Humphrey and Robert junior's aunt.'%*'0>106107.108

Kendal

® Joseph Kendal junior (1743-1807) and William Kendal (1748-1795) were part of a large family of jobbing smiths/ blade makers, based in
Deritend.'®® """ 112 Their father, Joseph Kendal senior (1715-1764), was a blade forger and owned property in Deritend, Yardley, Aston
and Kings Norton.'">'™ Joseph junior, the eldest son, succeeded to his father’s business and property and was listed in directories
variously as a smith, maker of knife blades and pinking shears and he appears on jurors lists between 1782-1806 as a blade forger,
hammer maker, whitesmith, bit maker, cutler and steel toy maker;''>6117:118 he joined ASCY in 1786. His younger brother, William, was
apprenticed as a short cutler to Samuel Brooke (above) in 1760, but does not otherwise appear in occupational records - possibly as a
younger son he was eclipsed by his older brother.""® William rang in five peals between 1773-1786.

Mackenzie

® Francis Mackenzie (1761-1832) and John Mackenzie (1767-1794) were brothers.'?%'21122123 From 1785-1789 John rang 10 peals and
Francis rang in three. Little is known about them (see later for more about John).

Worton

® Father and son, William Worton senior (1719-1799) and William Worton junior (b. 1742), were smiths and church chime
makers.'24123:126127.128 \yjifliam senior joined ASCY in 1772 (the second known Birmingham member) and William junior joined
ASCY in 1786 and subscribed to Clavis in 1788. William senior made a set of musical chimes at St Martin’s in about 1761 and it is
presumed that they were repaired by William junior in 1797.'2° The Wortons also carried out work in Coventry and Warwick and

the family business continued in Coventry for several later generations.'*°

Four other groups of ‘same surname’ people might be related but it has not been possible to connect them through records. John Thompson
(b. 1739), Joseph Thompson (1732-1816) and William Thompson rang together in the first peal in 1755;131.132.133 Joseph and William also rang
in later peals. John and Joseph are partly identified, but William's identity remains elusive among an array of same-name men in Birmingham
at the time. Other potential family groups are men with the surnames Smith, Wilson and Newman: an association of surname and shared
ringing history strongly supports the idea that they were related but is insufficient by itself to form firm conclusions.

Occupations

Occupational information was found for 55 per cent of the ringers. More than 50 distinct trades or jobs were recorded and 28 men had more
than one occupation, of which 17 held two or more distinct occupations concurrently. Of first identified occupations there were 15 metal
workers, five toy makers, four engravers, three book keepers and three men with parish roles (Table 1). Many ringers worked in family
businesses and the records indicate that 14 ringers worked in their father’s occupations, mainly in metal work trades, and the sons of at least
four ringers continued their fathers’ businesses into the next generation. The information resonates with the description of Birmingham in the
eighteenth-century as “The City of a Thousand Trades”, including the concentration of metal workers.'>*
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Table 1. Birmingham Eighteenth-Century Ringers - Primary Occupations (Simplified).

Occupation No

Metal Worker (a) 1
Toy Maker (b)
Engraver/ Die Sinker
Book Keeper
Parish

Artist

Victualler/ Publican
Baker

Brush Maker
Builder

Clock Maker

Factor

Farmer

Firework Maker
Gun Maker
Japanner

Jeweller

Lottery Agent
Organ Builder
Stationer

Weaver

—_Tm m A A A s s s s aNNWWA U W

Notes:

Shows first recorded occupation.

(@) Metal Worker includes: Brass Caster, Brass Founder, Smith, Sword Blade Forger, Short Cutler,
Plater.

(b) Toy Maker includes: Toy Maker, Buckle Maker and Button Maker.

Sources: Marriage registers, burial records, death notices, directories and Day’s Recollections.

Joseph Neale (1723-1814) was mentioned by Day as “... a very old man, and ... the last survivor of the men ... present at the opening of St.
Martin’s bells in 1758".3>136137.138 Ha was concurrently a self-taught firework maker, beadle and town crier and he staged firework displays at
the Vauxhall Gardens in Birmingham, counting the industrialist Matthew Boulton among his customers.'%'%%'! His 1801 price list included ‘a
Wheel, call'd The Globe & Punch Bow!’, which cost £1 11s. 6d. (c. £114 in 2022 prices).'*? In August 1809, when he was 86, an advertisement for
one of his displays stated that “... for this Night only, [Joseph Neale will] walk about the Green with three Vertical Wheels running round on the
Top of his Head.”*

James Bisset (1761-1832) reinvented himself many times.'** He was born in Perth, Scotland, and came to Birmingham in 1776 to join his older
brother in his warehouse. He quickly realised that, having no head for numbers, he was not suited to the work. As he enjoyed drawing his
brother apprenticed him to the japanner, Thomas Bellamy (see earlier)."*® Bisset’s job was to paint flowers, insects and other decorations on
1,700 boxes a week. Afterwards he became a miniatures painter, inventing a way of painting on the inside of convex glass that attracted the
custom of Catherine the Great.'*® Bisset went on to produce medals, sell pictures, become a collector and, in the 1790s, opened a shop and
museum on New Street."” In 1800 he published the first edition of his Magnificent Directory, which had elaborate copperplate engravings and

was intended to be “... both useful, elegant, and ornamental”.'*®"%°

Apprenticeship records provide a different perspective to other occupational information as apprenticeships were also potentially lucrative for
apprentice masters. Jeweller Thomas Hadley took on nine apprentices between 1759-1764 for fees of variously between £20-£52 (£3,000-
£7,000, 2022 prices)."*° Bisset was said to have taken on apprentices for fees of 200 guineas (about £25,000, 2022 prices).'®’

Parish Roles

Ten ringers had parish roles of sorts, such as parish clerk, sexton or churchwarden, usually as well as other jobs (Table 2).'°>'%313%155 Some
roles were passed down in families, for example, Samuel Peck (father of peal ringers Humphrey and Robert) followed in his father’s footsteps
as sexton at St Martin’s after Robert senior died;'*® Samuel Brooke senior was appointed as parish clerk when his nephew, the previous
incumbent, moved to Wolverhampton; his son John later became a sexton at St Martin’s.>”"*%7>% It is no surprise that these roles were
sometimes held by ringers since sextons and parish clerks were often responsible for making the tower available for ringing.'®® The roles were
remunerated and Charles Bingham (1763-1840) mentioned that the amount “seldom exceeded twenty Pounds per Annum” (about £1,500, 2022

prices), implying that the additional income might have been a small incentive to post holders.'¢'16>163

79



ELIZABETH BOWSHER

Table 2. Birmingham Eighteenth Century Ringers - Parish Roles.

Name Parish Role Dates

Robert PECK snr (1664-1734) Sexton, St Martin’s to 1734
Samuel PECK (1703-1783) Sexton, St Martin’s 1734-1783
Joseph NEALE (1723-1814) Beadle, St Martin’s 1780-1814
Samuel BROOKE snr (1735-1802) Parish Clerk, St Martin’s 1783-1802
John BROOKE (1764-1816) Sexton, St Martin’s 1802-1816
Benjamin BAYLISS (1767-1828) Grave Digger/ Beadle, St Philip’s 1800-1801 (a)
Obadiah BELLAMY (1758-1826) Sexton, St Martin’s c. 1816-1826
Charles BINGHAM (1763-1840) Sexton, St Philip’s 1814-1840
William MARTIN (1766-1849) Vestry Clerk and Sexton, St James's Ashted 1799-1849
William NEWMAN (1754-1814) Beadle, St Bartholomew's Chapel 1787-1814 (b)
Alexander SANDERS (1756-1837) Beadle, St Martin’s 1797-1837
Thomas HADLEY (1734-1794) Churchwarden, St Martin’s 1781

Notes:

Sexton: Responsible for church and churchyard maintenance, digging graves and ringing bells for specific occasions.

Beadle: Responsible for ushering, making reports and assisting with religious functions.

Parish/ Vestry Clerk: Assists clergy.

Churchwarden: Responsible for the fabric of the church and keeping accounts.

(a) Date shown in Directories but Day infers that Bayliss’s tenure in the role was longer.

(b) Obituary in Aris’s Birmingham Gazette states Newman was 27 years Beadle of St Bartholomew’s Chapel. Dates assume he died in post.
Sources: Marriage registers, burial records, death notices, directories and Day’s Recollections.

The 1791 Riots

Three ringers had walk-on parts in the Birmingham Riots in July 1791. In the disturbances rioters attacked and/ or burned four dissenting
chapels, twenty-seven houses, and several businesses. The riots started in reaction to a banquet held in sympathy with the French Revolution
at Dadley’s Hotel on the afternoon of 14 July 1791.'%* James Bisset was vice-president at the dinner, where he sang a song he had written for
the occasion. He said that nothing occurred during the event that gave rise to any pretext for the later disturbances and, although he was the
last to leave the hotel, he heard nothing about the riot until late that night."®® In the evening, after Bisset had left and even though all the
guests had gone, crowds gathered in front of the hotel and broke windows and damaged furniture. Then they moved to the New Meeting

House in Moor Street, which was burnt down, and then destroyed the Old Meeting House in Worcester Street.'®®

That evening Joseph Neale was returning from a firework display and came across the rioters while they were burning the New Meeting House.
He was also the custodian of the town'’s fire engines in his capacity as parish beadle and rioters threatened to destroy both him and the engines if
he brought them out. Later that evening some gentlemen came to his door demanding he take the engines to the Old Meeting House and, as he
did not then have the keys, he referred them to Samuel Brooke senior; Brooke in turn informed the men that he was forbidden from delivering
the engines without an order from the churchwardens. The gentlemen returned later with a written order and the engines were fetched but in

the event Neale was then ordered to take them back as by then they were of no use and he would have risked his life to use them.'®’

The Younger Peal Bands

Birth year (where known) was combined with peal records to calculate the age of the ringers in each peal. Although some age data is
missing, a combined average age can be inferred for each peal band over the period. The results show observable differences in the
inferred average ages of peal bands and analysis allows inferences to be drawn about how ringing developed in Birmingham in the
eighteenth-century (Chart 1).

Several trends are highlighted in the chart:

® The trend line for the first three peals shows an average age increase of 12 years over a 13-year period, reflecting the ‘Natural Ageing’ of
the core group of men taking part.

® An interrupted run of 14 peals rung by younger bands between October 1785 and October 1793 ('Younger Peal Bands') (see later).

® Two peals by older peal bands in March and September 1800, where the average age of the ringers in the peals was about 41 (‘Oldest
Peal Bands').

The ‘Younger Peal Bands’ peals took place between October 1785 and October 1793 (Chart 1). Peal ringing requires teamwork, numeracy and
concentration and there is sometimes a perception that the change ringers of the past needed to be very experienced in order to ring
successful peals.'®® The inferred average ages of the Younger Peal Bands range from 19.6 years in October 1785, to 24.2 years in December
1789 (also consistent with natural ageing), and suggests that these young men picked up change ringing reasonably quickly.
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Chart 1. St Martin’s Youths - Average Age by Peal, 1755-1800.

William Bennett (1759-1833), a brass caster, was the only man to ring in each of the 14 peals and was consistently the oldest participant.'®®'7°
Bennett's attendance and relative seniority may imply that he convened the peals although, as with several other participants, the October
1785 peal was his first recorded peal. John Black (1767-1791), John Mackenzie (1767-1794) and Charles Shuter (1768-1812) rang their first
peals when they were about 18 and between them rang in, composed and/ or conducted most of the Younger Peal Bands’ peals.'” 172173174
Shuter was a sword blade forger;'”® Black and Mackenzie's occupations are unknown. Presumably they had a strong grasp of mathematics but
quite probably they had received only a rudimentary mathematical education. Shuter rang his first peal when he was 17 and was distinguished
in 1790, aged 22, by composing and conducting the first peal of Stedman Caters outside of London. Despite these feats Day says he never “...

heard anyone speak of him as having known him"."”®

Inferences can also be drawn about the quality of relationships outside of the tower. John Black married Elizabeth Wright in 1788 and the
witnesses were John Mackenzie and the ringer William Newman (1754-1814)."7” Black died in June 1791 and, three months later in September
1791, Charles Shuter married Black’s widow; this time the ringer Daniel Veisey (1741-1831) was a witness.'’® Taken together they imply that
there were close friendships between the men.

Black and Mackenzie died prematurely, aged 24 and 27 respectively; Shuter died in 1812, aged 44 and, despite his early promise as a composer
and conductor his last recorded peal with St Martin’s was in April 1793. He was elected to ASCY in 1797 and last mentioned in the Account
Book in 1805. The analysis poses the question of whether, had Black and Mackenzie lived longer, and had Shuter continued to ring peals with
the St Martin’s Youths, ringing history might have developed differently.

The Ancient Society of College Youths (ASCY)

ASCY played a leading role in developing change ringing and during the latter half of the eighteenth-century it vastly increased its
membership, particularly among ‘country members'.'”® The Birmingham jeweller, Thomas Hadley, is the first identified Birmingham man to
have been elected as a member of ASCY in 1771. It seems possible that, particularly before the Birmingham Assay Office was established in
1773, he may have had business connections in London.'8%'®!

ASCY visited Birmingham in October 1786 and during the visit twenty Birmingham men were elected to ASCY, of whom 14 are not in peal
records.’®? Nine other Birmingham men were elected to ASCY in 1789 and 1798."% Ten of the 19 men elected to ASCY in 1786 were connected
outside of ringing, through family, occupational and/ or social networks, suggesting a wider sense of community among the ringers (Figure 3).

Eight Birmingham ASCY members came from two families (also see Figure 2):
® The Brookes: Samuel senior, his son John and future son in law, Richard Dicken, were elected to ASCY in 1786; youngest son William was

elected in 1789; Samuel junior was elected in 1798.
® The Bellamys: Thomas junior, Samuel, and Obadiah were elected in 1786.
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Figure 3. Social Networks and Connections between Birmingham Ancient Society of College Youths Members, 1771-1798.

Other connections were occupational and social:

® The Apprentices: James Bisset and John Ellis (1760-1849) were respectively apprenticed to Thomas Bellamy junior and Samuel
Bellamy.'84185185 Bjsset’s brother lived opposite the Bellamys in Edgbaston Street and Bisset described Thomas Bellamy as his brother’s
friend. Bisset and other apprentices lived with the Bellamys who took good care of them including, it seems, involving them in
ringing!'®” When Bisset married in 1787 his surety was his old apprentice master, Thomas Bellamy, and one of the witnesses, Elizabeth
Batty, later became Samuel Bellamy’s second wife.'®8'8° Bisset described his fellow apprentices as ... pleasant young gentlemen, and
very agreeable companions & acquaintances...” and he mentioned Ellis as a particular friend.'**'®" John Brooke, Samuel Brooke senior’s
oldest son, also worked in the paint shop with Bisset and Ellis and when Ellis married in 1784, John Brooke was his surety.'??

® | odgers: Bisset lodged with Samuel Brooke senior after his apprenticeship “... at the rate of seven shillings per week. Whilst | continued
with Mr Bellamy, my old master, | was only charged six shillings ...""°® This infers a link between the Bellamys and the Brookes, although as
a publican, it may have been normal practice for Brooke.

® Engravers/ Die Sinkers: Samuel Bellamy, John Whitworth (1741-1795) and William Arden (b. 1760), were engravers and die sinkers and
elected to ASCY in 1786."°*'%> Birmingham had more engravers than any comparable town at that time and it is more than likely that
the men knew each other through business.'*®

® Committee Men: John Tankard (1755-1809) was a merchant and in 1794 he sat on a committee convened to relieve the distress of the
poor with Thomas Bellamy junior.'”198199

® Tower Business: Thomas Hadley was the spokesman for the ringers at the meeting held at Thomas Bellamy senior’s public house in
September 1774 to consult on the proposed removal the new treble bells from the tower by churchwardens.?®®

Among the men who joined ASCY in 1786 were Michael Woodward (1753-1832), an organ builder/ music seller based in Bull Street, and the
chime maker, William Worton junior.2%202203204 possibly Woodward and Worton's association with ASCY had a commercial dimension -
Worton's entry in Clavis in 1788 stands out as one of several tradesmen whose names were capitalised, presumably as a form of advertising.

Demographic Observations
Genealogical and other information from the study was used to generate a range of demographic analyses, allowing a more granular under-
standing of the ringers, as individuals and as a group. The results are of general interest but should not be over-generalised as data is incomplete.
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Birth Years and Age at Death

Birth dates ranged from Joseph Neale, born in 1723, to William Hassall, born in around 1775.2°° During the second half of the eighteenth-
century life expectancy was about 37;2°° however, of the ringers whose age on age on death was known, nearly 65 per cent were aged over 60

when they died (Chart 2).
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Chart 2. Birmingham Eighteenth Century Ringers - Age on Death.

Fifteen men were aged between 70-79 when they died; seven were aged between 80-89 and two - Joseph Neale (91) and Daniel Veisey (90) —
were over 90.2%7 Several men continued to ring in peals with St Martin’s after they had reached the age of 60 (Table 3).

Table 3. Saint Martin’s Youths - Peals Rung by Men Aged Over 60.

Duration of Ringing Peals Rung Aged 60+  years Between Last Peal and Last Mention in Accounts

Names Career Date Age Death Book
St Martin’s Youths

3‘;2?'_}’%5;?{(&]) 1768-1816 1802-1816  61-75 15 1824
ﬁ;‘;gfgfﬁf 1758-1789 1789 66 25 1808
6'5’5‘22‘1’;75)’*”'3“5 1782-1825 1816-25  60-69 12 1830
William BENNETT 1785-1821 1819-21  60-62 12 1833

(1759-1833) (b)

Visitors (c) — Peals rung with the St Martin’s Youths

James DOVEY -
Stourbridge
(1746-1827)

Stephen HILL - Coventry
(1747-1826)

Samuel LAWRENCE -
Shifnal 1786-1823 1823 60 2
(1763-1825)

1776-1823 1814-23 68-77 4

1776-1819 1807-19 60-72 7

Notes:

(a) Listed in the Account Book as “llI" from Mar 1822- 18 Apr 1824.

(b) Listed in the Account Book as “ill" in Oct 1828.

(c) ‘Visitors' were men known to have been permanently based at other towers who were identified as having rung in Saint Martin’s Youths' peals.
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Daniel Veisey was 75 when he rang his last peal with St Martin’s. The oldest members of the St Martin’s band stopped peal ringing more than
10 years before they died, although the Account Book confirmed that they continued as band members after their peal careers ended.
Interestingly, a number of visitors, that is, men who are known to have been permanently based at other towers and rang occasionally with
the St Martin’s Youths, continued to ring in St Martin’s peals when they were aged over 60. Samuel Lawrence of Shifnal, Shropshire, rang his
last peal with St Martin’s when he was 60, only two years before he died; James Dovey of Stourbridge, Worcestershire, rang his last peal with St
Martin’s about four years before he died, albeit that the St Martin’s peals he rang in his last 10 years were all relatively close to home at
Bromsgrove (1816), Dudley (1819, 1820), and Stourbridge (1820, 1822, 1823). The fact that these visitors had enduring relationships with St
Martin’s implies something about the standing of the band at the time.

Social Standing
A range of sources were used as proxy indicators of the ringers’ social standing in Birmingham:

® Jurors Lists: An annual return of persons aged between 21 and 70 qualified to serve on juries was made to Quarter Sessions. The
qualification was possession of freehold or copyhold land to the value of £6 per annum.”® Nineteen men were identified on jurors’ lists.

® Hair Powder Certificates: Powdered hair and wigs were associated with status in the eighteenth-century. Hair Powder Duty was
introduced in 1795 and an annual certificate cost one guinea, hastening the near death of hair powder.>°® Ten men were identified
on hair powder duty returns.

® Probate, Wills and Property Ownership: Probate deals with a person’s estate after their death and occurred in fewer than 10 per cent of
English households before 1858.2'° The value of an estate is an indication of the deceased’s financial standing, although estate values
are inconsistently stated in probate documents; wills also sometimes described the land and buildings included in estates. Probate
documents were found for 14 men. Thomas Hadley made cash gifts alone of £5,500 (worth c. £560,000 in 2022) and listed unvalued
freehold and other property.?'’

‘Social standing’ information was found for 24 men (Table 4):

Table 4. Birmingham Eighteenth Century Ringers - Proxy Sources, Social Standing.

Names Gent/ Esq Juror Hair Powder Duty Probate will £ @ ® Property Owner
John ARCHER (1725-1777) Gent N - J NK V
William ARDEN (b. 1760) - N - - - -
Obadiah BELLAMY (1758-1826) Gent v V vV £16,000 V
Samuel BELLAMY (1751-1825) - v v v £36,000 -
Thomas BELLAMY Snr (1718-1793) - N - - - -
Thomas BELLAMY Jnr (1747-1823) - - v - - -
James BISSET (1761-1832) Gent v V vV NK V
John BROOKE (1764-1816) - v V v £1,500 -
Samuel BROOKE Snr (1735-1802) Gent - J J £12,00 V
Samuel BROOKE Jnr (1767-1806) - - v - - -
James DEAN (1765-1811) - N - - - -
Richard DICKEN (1755-1796) - v - vV £86,000 v
John ELLIS (1760-1849) - N - - - -
Thomas HADLEY (1734-1794) Esq v - Vv >£560,000 Vv
Joseph KENDAL (1743-1807) - v vV vV - Vv
Alexander SANDERS (1756-1837) - - - V £128,000 -
Charles SHUTER (1768-1812) - - - V £12,000 -
John TANKARD (1755-1809) - V v vV £92,000 Vv
Joseph THOMPSON (1732-1792) - v - v £227,000 -
Daniel VEISEY (1741-1831) - v - - - -
John WHITWORTH (1741-1795) - N - V - -
Erasmus WILSON (1753-1809) - N - - - -
Michael WOODWARD (1753-1832) - N J - - -
William WORTON Snr (1719-1799) - v - - - -

Notes:

‘~" indicates no information found for the individual in data set.

(a) Values given in 2022 rounded prices using the Bank of England Inflation Calculator.
(b) ‘NK’ indicates probate occurred but no value stated.
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Four men were inconsistently referred to as ‘gentleman’ in records: John Archer (1725-1777) was listed as “Gent (late Baker)” on Jurors
Lists between 1772-1776, when he ceased to be listed on them as a baker, although his will indicates that his baking business had
continued;?'>?"* Samuel Brooke senior was only referred to as ‘gentleman’ in his daughter's marriage allegation, but not otherwise;*'*
Obadiah Bellamy’s will described him as a ‘gentleman’, but during his lifetime he seemed to have been described by his occupation;?'® Bisset
seems to only have been termed ‘gentleman’ after he moved to Leamington Spa.?'® Hadley alone was referred to as ‘Esq’, and then only in Clavis,
otherwise he was identified by his occupation. He set out as a jeweller, later diversifying as a buckle chape maker and merchant.'72'821°

‘Social standing’ information is inconclusive, but it provides context about the standing of some men and adds colour, for example, by
reminding us that at that time some men wore powdered wigs. Combining this information with occupational information (Table 1) tends to
support the idea that many of the men broadly achieved their standing through their own efforts.

Conclusions

The project builds on the work of others, most notably, Richard Jones, who has been instrumental in preserving and sharing the history of the
St Martin’s Guild. The study grew out of a request to research the names of a few eighteenth-century Birmingham ringers and has become an
in-depth study of the men who rang in Birmingham at an interesting time in the town'’s history. Combining ringing and genealogical sources
has brought new insights to the early history of the development of change ringing in Birmingham.

The article is high level but, even so, it conveys the breadth and depth of the findings and a sense of the eighteenth-century Birmingham
ringers. Birmingham smiths, the Pecks, provided three generations of Birmingham ringers including sexton Robert Peck who in 1724 used the
bells to make loud protest about the Government. Founder member of the St Martin’s Youths and parish clerk, Samuel Brooke senior, came
from Madeley, Shropshire, providing another generation of ringers, and his youngest son, William Brooke, went on to ring with ASCY in
London. The ringers included metal workers, toy makers and engravers giving a sense that they were very much part and parcel of the
eighteenth-century “City of a Thousand Trades”; they also included the self-taught firework maker, Joseph Neale and artist, James Bisset. The
roles of Bisset, Neale and Brooke in the 1791 Birmingham Riots place the ringers within Birmingham'’s wider local historical context.

Close analysis of peal records by age revealed the ‘Younger Peal Bands’ who rang 14 peals in just over four years at a time when peals were still
rare, challenging a perception that successful peal ringers of the past were older men. In the 1780s, several newspaper references to peals
rung by young bands in other places seldom included names, so it is difficult to clarify exactly was meant in terms of age. What does seem to
be unusual about the Younger Peal Bands phenomenon in Birmingham is the number and quality of peals that it rang.??° Genealogical sources
made it possible to draw inferences about the quality of relationships between ringers. John Black, John Mackenzie and Charles Shuter rang
their first peals when they were about 18 and between them, rang composed and/ or conducted most of the ‘Younger Peal Bands' peals. In
1788 Mackenzie witnessed Black’s marriage and, later, Shuter married Black’s widow. Black and Mackenzie died relatively young in their mid-
20s, and Shuter rang his last peal with the St Martin’s Youths in April 1793, aged 26. Perhaps ringing history would have been different had
Black and Mackenzie had lived longer and Shuter had continued ringing peals.

Some ringers had occupational and social connections. The Bellamys, businessmen with interests in japanning and engraving, were elected to
ASCY in 1786, as were their apprentices, James Bisset and John Ellis, and as was John Brooke (Samuel Brooke's son) who worked in their paint
shop; engravers John Whitworth and William Arden also joined ASCY, and were most likely connected through business with fellow engraver,
Samuel Bellamy. Many ringers were long lived and, of those with age information, nearly 65 per cent were aged over 60 when they died,
compared with average life expectancy of 37 in the latter half of the eighteenth-century. Joseph Neale and Daniel Veisey lived beyond 90 -
Veisey rang his last peal aged 75. The records also provide a sense of the financial and social standing of some men, for example, Thomas
Hadley, the only ringer known as Esquire, made cash gifts alone of £5.5k (worth c. £560,000 in 2022) in his will, which also listed freehold and
other properties in nearby towns.

The research demonstrates the value of using niche sources to enrich the narrative about an eighteenth-century social group. By-products of
the project include a database of peals between 1755-1823, a supporting genealogical annex and several supporting research notes. Other
material will be made available in due course.

Acknowledgments

| am grateful to Richard Jones and Mark Eccleston of the St Martin’s Guild for providing the opportunity to take part in an enjoyable and
fascinating area of research. | also thank them for generously giving their time, support and encouragement and their considerable patience. |
especially thank Richard for his kind guidance and direction, comments, and gently correcting my many misapprehensions about the ways of
bell ringers and ringing. | am also grateful to Dr. John C Eisel for commenting on an earlier draft and to Alex Sharpe for editorial suggestions.

85



ELIZABETH BOWSHER

References

1.

~

14.
15.
16.

Day, John. (1895) Recollections of Mr John Day. The Bell News. Volume 14 (1 June —
28 December). pp. httpsy//cccbrorg.uk/resources/library/online-publications/:
accessed 20 February 2023. [Published in instalments.]

. Ingram, David and Jones, Richard. (2002) Belfry Life in Birmingham c. 1780-1860: The

Recollections of John Day. Ingram-Jones Publications. p. ix.

. Day, John. op. cit. p. 6.
. Ingram, David and Jones, Richard. op. cit. p. 19.
. Jones, Richard L. (2022) St Martin’s Birmingham — The Belfry and Ringing Tradition:

An lllustrated History. Draft: 4 March 2022.

. Morris, Ernest. (1931) The History and Art of Change Ringing. Chapman & Hall. p. 32.

https.//www.whitingsociety.org.uk/old-ringing-books/morris-history-and-art-of-
change-ringing.html: accessed 7 February 2023.

. Cook, William T. (1987) ‘Introduction to the Art of Change ringing.’ In: Sanderson, J.

Change Ringing: The History of an English Art. Volume 1. Central Council of Church
Bell Ringers. pp. 16-17.

. Morris, Erest. (1931) The History and Art of Change Ringing. Chapman & Hall. pp.

49-50, p. 16. https//www.whitingsociety.org.uk/old-ringing-books/morris-history-
and-art-of-change-ringing.html: accessed 7 February 2023.

. Cook, William T. (1994) ‘London Ringers and Ringing in the Eighteenth Century'. In:

Sanderson, J. Change Ringing: The History of an English Art. Volume 3, the Eighteenth
Century, a Regional Survey. Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. p. 21.

. Income generated from land held on trust, called ‘Bell Rope Croft’, has been used

since before 1668 “... for buying of Bell-Ropes for the said Church [of St Martin], and
keeping the same in order from time to time," inferring an established tradition of
bell ringing by that time. Ref: Musgrove, Arthur. The History of Lench’s Trust,
Birmingham, 1525--1925. Volume 1. p. 7. https//www.lenchs-trust.co.uk/our-his
tory-2: accessed 3 February 2023.

. St Martin's Guild. (2022) History of the Guild. https://stmartinsguild.org/heritage-

and-history/about-the-guild-2/: accessed 19 February 2022.

. Hutton, William. (1836) The History of Birmingham. 6th Edition. Published by James

Guest. p. 77. www.google.co.uk/books: accessed 5 March 2022.

. Pickford, Chris. (2020) Bells in and around Birmingham: A Survey and History. p. 87.

https://stmartinsguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020_09-Inventory-of-Birmingham-
Bells-A-E.pdf: accessed 2 February 2023.

Ibid . pp. 68-69.

Ibid. p. 125.

Shepherd, Edgar C. (1953) St Martin’s Youths. Reliance Printing Works, Halesowen.
p. 3.

. Wratton, C A. (1994) 'Ringing in the Provinces'. In: Sanderson, J. Change Ringing: The

History of an English Art. Volume 3, the Eighteenth Century, a Regional Survey. Central
Council of Church Bell Ringers. pp. 111-113.

. St Martin's Guild. Peal Records: Illuminated Peal Books. Volume 1: St Martin’s Youths,

1755-1880. https://stmartinsguild.org/heritage-and-history/peal-records/: accessed
2 February 2023.

. For the period 1755-1823, 65 peals are listed in the St Martin’s Guild llluminated

Peal Book (the 1822 Book') and an additional 21 were recorded in the Peal Book of
the ringer Henry Johnson (1809-1890) (Johnson’s Book’). The ringer John Hopkins
(1800-1862) provided a contemporaneous account of the provenance and com-
pleteness of the 1822 Book in correspondence. In particular he said: the ‘Old Book'
(prior to the 7822 Book) still existed in 1843 and that the peals were copied from
the Old Book into the 1822 Book by a single person in one go; many peals from the
<J>0ld Book</btl> were omitted on grounds of expense and, as at December
1845, no peals had been entered in the 1822 Book since 1822 (although a great
many were entered later). Johnson’s Book was presumably copied from the Old
Book, and possibly other unknown sources, and he included additional notes
about the significance of particular peals. In addition: seven additional peals
were identified in the peal book of the ringer Samuel Lawrence; two in the peal
book of the Stourbridge Chapel Youths; and one in the peal book of the ringer
William Martin. Newspaper reports give details of seven additional peals that were
not listed in the peal books but, mainly, do not include ringers’ names and are
therefore excluded from analysis. Peals from all sources were combined cumula-
tively in the order of the sources listed above; in the absence of other evidence,
information from Johnson’s Book was preferred over other sources on the basis
that he is regarded as a reliable recorder. Minor differences in details of the peals
recorded in different sources have been reconciled/ standardised (e.g, name
spellings), although some inconsistencies were difficult to resolve satisfactorily.
Judgements about ambiguities/ inconsistencies took account of wider ringing,
genealogical and other available information.

20.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

N

42.

43.

44,

St Martin's Guild. Peal Records: llluminated Peal Books. Volume 1: St Martin's Youths,
1755-1880. https://stmartinsguild.org/heritage-and-history/peal-records/: accessed
2 February 2023.

. Johnson, Henry. Peal Book. St Martin's Guild Library and Archive. Uncatalogued.
22.
23.

Lawrence, Samuel. Peal Book. Copy held by Richard Jones. [Private Collection]
Stourbridge Chapel Youth's. Peal Book 1771-1825. Copy held by Richard Jones.
[Private Collection]

. Martin, William. Peal Book. St Martin's Guild Library and Archive. Ref: SMG/ D/ 17.
25.

John Hopkins. (1843-1849) Papers. St Martin’s Guild Library and Archive.
Uncatalogued.

Images: Peal, 16 September 1755. St Martin’s Guild. Collection: llluminated Peal
Books: Volume 1. p. 2. https://stmartinsguild.org/heritage-and-history/peal-records/:
accessed 7 February 2023. Reproduced with permission from the St Martin's Guild
Library and Archive.

Cook, William T. (1994) Op Cit. pp. 79-80.

The Ancient Society of College Youths. List of Members 1750-99. https://www.ascy.
org.uk/mem1750-1799.htm: accessed 2 February 2023.

Jones, William, Blakemore, Thomas and Reeves, John. (1788) Clavis Campanalogia,
Or a Key to the Art of Ringing: Dedicated to the Lovers of the Art in General, Being the
Result of Many Years Study, Diligent Application and Constant Practice. https://www.
whitingsociety.org.uk/old-ringing-books/clavis-campanalogia.html:  accessed 2
February 2023.

Ringing records were used in the way of Census substitutes to provide evidence of
name, place and date to corroborate genealogical and other sources.

St Martin’s Guild. The Account Book, 1804-1838. St Martin's Guild Library and
Archive. Uncatalogued.

Jones, Richard. (2009) St Martin's Band in the 1800s: The Account Book of the
Change Ringing Company of St Martin’s Church Birmingham 1804-1838. [Privately
printed]

Anderson, William. (1841) The Scottish Biographical Dictionary Being Lives of Eminent
Natives of Scotland. The Edinburgh Printing & Publishing Co. p. 84. www.books.
google.co.uk: accessed 1 February 2023. [The Dictionary erroneously states Bisset's
birth year as “about 1742", rather than 1762.]

Bisset, James. (1818-28) Brief Memoirs of Myself written for my Grandchildren. Ref: CR
1563/ 246. Warwickshire Record Office.

Young, Arthur. (1791) A Vision of Britain Through Time: 1791 Tour from
Cambridgeshire  to Birmingham - A Month’s Tour to Northamptonshire,
Leicestershire, &c. https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/travellers/Young/5: accessed 7
February 2023.

Chinn, Carl. (2016) The Peoples of Birmingham'. In: Chinn, Carl & Dick, Malcolm.,
eds. Birmingham the Workshop of the World. Liverpool University Press. pp.13-15.
Images: Photograph. Ca. 2022. Bell ropes, St. Martin in the Bull Ring, Birmingham.
The Revd Jeremy Allcock, photographer. https://birminghamheritageweek.co.uk/
event/bell-ringing-chamber-at-st-martin/: accessed 2 February 2022. Reproduced
with permission from the Revd Jeremy Allcock.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 24 January 1718.
BELLAMY, Thomas. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 25; Archive Roll: M9. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 12 April 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 19 January 1793.
BELLAMY, Thomas. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812. Ref: DRO 34/6; Archive Roll: M177. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 16 October 2021.

Aris's Birmingham Gazette. (1774) Birmingham. Aris’s Birmingham Gazette. 5
September. p. 3b. The Library of Birmingham, microfilm.

. Directories England. (1867) Sketchley's Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Walsall

Directory. Third edn., BELLAMY, Thomas. UK. and U.S. Directories, 1680-1830.
[Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 29 June 2022.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 12 June 1747.
BELLAMY, Thomas. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/4; Archive Roll: M175. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 9 April 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 1 October 1823.
BELLAMY, Thomas. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964.
Ref: DRO 34; Archive Roll: M123. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 9 April 2021.
Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 29 March 1751.
BELLAMY, Samuel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/4; Archive Roll: M175. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 10 April 2021.

86



THE JOURNAL OF GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51

52.

53.

54.

55.
56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 9 February 1825.
BELLAMY, Samuel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964;
Ref: DRO 34; Archive Roll: M123. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 10 April 2021.
Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 23 March 1758.
BELLAMY, Obadiah. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812. Ref: DRO 34/4; Archive Roll: M175. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 10 April 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 2 March 1826. BELLAMY,
Obadiah. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964; Ref: DRO 34;
Archive Roll: M123. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 10 April 2021.

Another brother, John Bellamy (1748-1824), was involved in the family businesses
but does not appear in ringing records.

Directories England. (1781) The Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Dudley,
Bilston & Willenhall Directory. BELLAMY, Thomas. UK. and U.S. Directories, 1680
1830. [Transcript] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 16 June 2022.

Derby Mercury. (1782) Thomas Bellamy and Son. Derby Mercury. 31 January; p.3b.
British Newspaper Archive. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 18 October 2021.
"Japanning was a process for finishing and ornamenting wood, leather, tin, and
papier-maché in imitation of Japanese lacquer work.

The Gazette. (1803) Notice is hereby given that the Partnership .... BELLAMY,
Obadiah, Samuel, Thos and John. The Gazette. 1 January; Issue 15546; p. 26b.
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/15546/page/26: accessed 7 February
2023.

Apprenticeships UK. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 5 November 1765. CROWNE,
Joseph [Master]; BELLAMY, Samuel [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid for
Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811. TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 26. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 July 2022.

Directories England. (1774) The New Birmingham Directory & Gentleman &
Tradesman’s Compleat Memorandum Book. BELLAMY, Samuel. UK. and US.
Directories, 1680-1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 11 March
2022.

A die-sinker was a person who engraved dies for stamping coins or medals.
HMSO. (1856) Marston & Bellamy’s Method of Stamping Metals. English Patents of
Inventions, Specifications: A D 1777. No. 1165. [unpaginated] www.books.google.co.
uk: accessed 8 March 2022.

Timmins, Samuel. (2013) The Industrial History of Birmingham’. In: Timmins, S.
Birmingham and Midland Hardware District. pp. 292-293. Routledge. www.books.
google.co.uk: accessed 29 June 2022.

Directories England. (1788) Multum in Parvo. The distant traders Guide and residents
local Directory, for the ... town of Birmingham. BELLAMY, Samuel. UK and US.
Directories, 1680-1830. p. 16. www.books.google.co.uk: accessed 5 September 2022.
Directories England. (1800) Chapman’s Birmingham Directory. BELLAMY, Obadiah. U.
K. and U.S. Directories, 1680-1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 11
March 2022.

Revolutionary Players. Toy Maker and Japanners in Birmingham — S. T. & J. BELLAMY.
https://www.revolutionaryplayers.org.uk/toy-maker-and-japanners-in-birmingham/:
accessed 2 February 2023.

Bisset, James. (1828) Memoirs in 5 Volumes, No. 3 — 1828-1828. Ref CR1563/249.
Warwickshire Record Office.

British and Irish Furniture Makers online. (2020) Clay, Henry (1772-1812). https://
bifmo.history.ac.uk/entry/clay-henry-1772-1812: accessed 7 February 2023.
Apprenticeships UK. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 7 June 1770. COLLINS, Samuel
[Master]; BELLAMY, Obadiah [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices’
Indentures, 1710-1811.TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 26. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 1 July 2022.

Marriage Allegations (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 23
February 1786. BELLAMY, Obadiah and FREEMAN, Mary. Staffordshire, Dioceses of
Lichfield & Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893. www.findmypast.
co.uk: accessed 7 April 2021.

Jurors' List England. Hemlingford Hundred, Birmingham Division, Warwickshire.
1800-1825. BELLAMY, Obadiah. Warwickshire, England, Occupational and Quarter
Session Records, 1662-1866. Ref: QS76; Microfilm: PG3283. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 4 February 2021.

Bisset, James. (1828) op cit.

Baptisms (PR) England. Madeley, Shropshire. 8 February 1735. BROOK, Samuel.
Shropshire Baptisms. Ref: P180/A/2/1; p. 9. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 1
July 2022.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 15 January 1802.
BROOKE, Samuel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/7; Archive Roll: M178. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 8 February 2021.

69.

70.

71.

72.
73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91

Apprenticeships UK. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 26 February 1760. BROOKE,
Samuel [Master] and KENDALL, William [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid for
Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811. TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 53. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 July 2022.

Directories England. The New Birmingham Directory & Gentleman & Tradesman’s
Compleat Memorandum Book, 1773. BROOKE, Samuel. UK. and U.S. Directories,
1680-1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 29 November 2021.
Death Announcements. (1802) Sun (London). 15 January. BROOKE, Samuel. p. 4d.
British Newspaper Archive. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 19 February 2021.

A short cutler specialised in cutlery.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 17 January 1764.
BROOKE, John. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/4; Archive Roll: M175. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 12 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 14 February 1816.
BROOKE, John. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964; Ref:
DRO 34; Archive Roll: M123. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 12 February 2021.
Bisset, James. (1904) Memoir of James Bisset [Written by Himself] Edited by TB.
Dudley. Ref: L/./78/1; 182626 The Library of Birmingham.

Directories England. (1800) Pye's Birmingham Directory. BROOKE, John. p. 7. https.//
mappingbirmingham.blogspot.com/2012/07/1800-pyes-birmingham-directory.
html: accessed 15 February 2021.

Testamentary Records England. 1811. BROOKE, Samuel. Will. Staffordshire, Dioceses
of Lichfield and Coventry Wills and Probate 1521-1860. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 8 February 2021.

Directories England. (1815) Wrightson’s Triennial Directory of Birmingham. BROOKE,
John. p. 20. UK. and U.S. Directories, 1680-1830. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 11
March 2022.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 19 June 1767.
BROOKE, Samuel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/5; Archive Roll: M176. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 11 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 14 May 1806. BROOKE,
Samuel. Warwickshire Burials. Ref: DRO 34/7. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 19
October 2021.

Aris Obituary Index. Samuel BROOKE. 12 May 1806. The Library of Birmingham.
[Transcription]

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 14 October 1771.
BROOKE, William. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/5; Archive Roll: M176. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 13 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Mary Abbots, Kensington, London. 14 October 1808.
BROOKE, William. London, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DL/T/047/012. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 20 February
2021.

Marriages (PR) England. St James, Piccadilly, London. 7 May 1801. BROOKE, William
and MENZIES, Ann. Westminster, London, England, Church of England Marriages
and Banns, 1754-1935; Ref: STM/PR/6/13. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 13
February 2021.

Trollope, J. Armiger. Change Ringing in the Provinces. [Manuscript] pp. 159-173,
282-291. https://cccbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/tm_crp.pdf: accessed
31 August 2022.

Aris Obituary Index. William BROOKE. 17 October 1808. The Library of Birmingham.
[Transcription]

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 26 August 1803.
BROOKE, Mary. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/7; Archive Roll: M178. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 13 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. DICKEN, Mary.
Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964; Ref: DRO 34;
Archive Roll: M123. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 14 February 2021.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 31 October 2021.
DICKEN, Richard. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/4; Archive Roll: M175. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 13 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 19 October 1796.
DICKEN, Richard. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/7; Archive Roll: M178. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 13 February 2021.

Marriages (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 22 January 1788.
DICKEN, Richard and BROOKE, Mary. Birmingham, England, Church of England

87



ELIZABETH BOWSHER

92.

93.

94,

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111,

Marriages and Banns, 1754-1937; Ref: DRO 34/29; Archive Roll: M109. www.ances
try.co.uk: accessed 13 February 2021.

Testamentary Records England. 7 December 1796. DICKEN, Richard. Will.
Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield and Coventry Wills and Probate 1521-1860.
www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 20 February 2021.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 28 October 1664.
PECKE, Robert. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812. Ref: DRO 34; Archive Roll: M95. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed
15 March 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 22 February 1734. PECK,
Robert. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812. Ref: RO 25; Archive Roll: M9. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 13 March 2021.
The National Archives. Discovery Catalogue: From Major J Laforey of Colonel
Clayton’s Regiment .... SP 35/50/16. https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
details/r/C17230939: accessed 15 March 2021.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 1 May 1703. PECKE,
Sam. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34; Archive Roll: M95. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 15 March
2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 8 May 1783. PECK,
Samuel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/6; Archive Roll: M177. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 14 March 2021.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 26 December 1729.
PECK, Humphrey. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/3; Archive Roll: M98. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 14 March 2021.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 13 March 1739. PECK,
Robert. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/4; Archive Roll: M175. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 16
March 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 1 April 1792. PECK,
Robert. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812. Ref: DRO 34/6; Archive Roll: M177. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 14
March 2021.

Marriage Allegations (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 12
December 1758. PECK, Humphry and FITTER, Ann. Staffordshire, Dioceses of
Lichfield & Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893. www.findmy
past.co.uk: accessed 14 March 2021.

Apprenticeships  England. Birmingham, Warwickshire.15 January 1759. PECK,
Humphrey [Master] and WARD, William [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid for
Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811. TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 53. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 10 March 2021.

Directories England. (1787/ 1788) The Birmingham Directory for ... 1787. Corrected
to the First of August, PYE, Charles. PECK, Robert. UK. and U.S. Directories, 1680
1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 11 March 2022.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 11 March 1709. PECK,
Elizabeth. Warwickshire Baptisms; Ref: DRO 25; Archive Roll: M9. www.findmypast.
co.uk: accessed 2 March 2022.

Marriages (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 12 October 1731.
HADLEY, Thomas and PECK, Elisabeth. Birmingham, England, Church of England
Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 25; Archive Roll: M9. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 2 March 2022.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 7 October 1759. HADLEY,
Elisabeth. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 53; Archive Roll: M139/M14. www.ancestry.co.uk
Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 18 March 1734.
HADLEY, Thomas. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 25; Archive Roll: M9. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 20 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 28 October 1794.
HADLEY, Thomas. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: M135. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 17 June 2022.
Baptisms (PR) England. Deritend and Bordesley, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 28
September 1743. KENDALL, Joseph. England Births & Baptisms 1538-1975.
[Transcription] www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 13 February 2022.

Burials (PR) England. Ss Peter & Paul, Aston, Warwickshire. 1 July 1807. KENDALL,
Joseph. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812; Ref: M93. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 20 March 2022.

Baptisms (PR) England. St John, Deritend, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 9 September
1748. KENDALL, William. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms,

112.

113.

114.

115.

116.

17.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.
130.

131

132.

Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: EP1/2/1/2; Archive Roll: M23. www.ances
try.co.uk: accessed 13 February 2022.
Burials (PR) England. Ss Peter & Paul, Aston, Warwickshire. 22 June 1795. KENDALL,
William. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812; Ref: M93. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 17 March 2022.
Burials (PR) England. Ss Peter & Paul, Aston, Warwickshire. 5 August 1764. KENDALL,
Joseph. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812; Ref: DRO 41/2; Archive Roll: M78. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 21
March 2022.
Testamentary Records England. 13 November 1764. KENDALL, Joseph. Will. Records
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, Series PROB 11; Class: PROB 11; Piece: 903.
www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 17 May 2022.
Directories England. (1767) Sketchley’s Birmingham, Wolverhampton & Walsall
Directory. KENDALL, Joseph. UK. and U.S. Directories, 1680-1830. [Transcription]
www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 9 June 2022.
Directories England. (1770) Sketchley & Adams’s Tradesman’s True Guide: or an
Universal Directory for ... Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Dudley & the
Villages in the Neighbourhood. KENDALL, Joseph. UK. and U.S. Directories, 1680—
1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 9 June 2022.
Jurors’ List England. Hemlingford Hundred, Birmingham Division, Warwickshire.
Warwickshire, England, Occupational and Quarter Session Records. 1782-1805.
KENDAL(L), Joseph. Ref: QS76; Microfilm: PG3283. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 4
February 2021.
"Toy making” was a major industry in Birmingham in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries and “toy” referred small, usually personal, decorative goods and
accessories and trinkets, including buttons, buckles, watch chains, brooches and
many other products.
Apprenticeships UK. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 26 February 1760. BROOKE,
Samuel [Master] and KENDALL, William [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid for
Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710 1811. TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 53. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 July 2022.
Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 29 June 1761.
McKENZIE, Francis. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 41; Archive Roll: M188. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 5 November 2021.
Burials (PR) England. St Paul, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 5 February 1832.
MACKENZIE, Francis. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-
1964; Ref: DRO 35; Archive Roll: M163. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 5 November
2021.
Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 2 February 1767.
MACKENZIE, John. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 25; Archive Roll: M36. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 4 February 2021.
Burials (PR) England. St Mary Whittall Street, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 8 October
1794. MACKENZIE, John. National Burial Index for England & Wales. [Transcription]
www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 19 February 2022.
Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 24 June 1719.
WORTON, William. Warwickshire Baptisms; Ref: DRO 34/3. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 21 March 2022.
Obituaries England. Aris’'s Birmingham Gazette. 18 November 1799. WORTON, W. p.
3c. British Newspaper Archive. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 4 August 2022.
Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 22 March 1742.
WORTON, William. Warwickshire Baptisms; Ref: DRO 34/4. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 10 February 2022.
Directories England. Bailey’s British Directory [for 1784]; or, Merchant’s and Trader’s
Useful Companion for the year 1784 ... in 4 Volumes; The Birmingham Directory for
. 1787. UK and U.S. Directories, 1680-1830. WORTON, William. [Transcription]
www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 29 November 2021.
Directories England. The New Birmingham Directory for 1798. UK. and U.S. WORTON,
William. Directories, 1680-1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 29
November 2021.
Pickford, Chris. Op cit. p. 77.
Obituaries. (1897) Kenilworth Advertiser. 30 January. The Late Mr. George WORTON
of Coventry. British Newspaper Archive. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 2
February 2023.
Marriage Allegations (PR) England & Wales. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire.
14 April 1761. THOMPSON, John and SMITH, Sarah. Staffordshire, Dioceses of
Lichfield & Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893. www.findmy
past.co.uk: accessed 4 March 2021.
Marriage Allegations (PR) England & Wales. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire.
12 February 1760. THOMPSON, Joseph and WINSOR, Susanna. Staffordshire,

88



THE JOURNAL OF GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.
147.

148.

149.

150.

151

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

Dioceses of Lichfield & Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893.
www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 4 March 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Paul, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 17 October 1792.
THOMPSON, Joseph. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms,
Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 35; Archive Roll: M157. www.ancestry.
co.uk: accessed 20 March 2021.

Dick, Malcolm. (2016) The City of a Thousand Trades, 1700-1945." In Chinn, Carl &
Dick, Malcolm. Birmingham: The Workshop of the World. pp. 125-57. Liverpool, UK:
Liverpool University Press.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 25 January 1723.
NEALE, Joseph. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812. Ref: DRO 25; Archive Roll: M9. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 28 January 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 17 November 1814.
NEAL, Joseph. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964; Ref:
DRO 34; Archive Roll: M123. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 28 January 2021.
Ingram, David and Jones, Richard. op cit. p. 63.

Trollope, Shepherd and Hopkins incorrectly state Neale's death year as 1812. A Joseph
Neal was buried in Birmingham in 1812; however, the obituary published in the Star
for the Joseph Neale buried in 1814 explicitly refers to "Joseph Neale, an eminent
change ringer, and upwards of 34 years Beadle of St. Martin’s Church, in Birmingham ..."
and is consistent with the 1814 burial record for “Joseph Neal Beadle of St Martins.”
Death Announcements. (1814) Aris’s Birmingham Gazette. 21 November. NEALE,
Joseph. p. 3c. The Library of Birmingham, microfilm.

Directories England. (1800 & 1801) Chapman'’s Birmingham Directory. NEAL, Joseph.
[Transcription]. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 9 November 2021.

Neal, Joseph. (1801) Letter to Matthew Boulton. 15 October 1801. Matthew
Boulton and Family Papers; Ref: MS 3782/ 12/ 46/321. Wolfson Centre, The
Library of Birmingham.

Bank of England. Inflation Calculator. https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/monetary-
policy/inflation/inflation-calculator: accessed 7 February 2023.

The Library of Birmingham. (2012) The Iron Room: The fiery phoenix wheel. https.//
theironroom.wordpress.com/2012/11/05/the-fiery-phoenix-wheel/:  accessed 2
February 2023.

Burials (PR) England. All Saints, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. 20 August 1832.
BISSET, James. Warwickshire Burials. Ref: DR0514/36. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 13 April 2021.

Apprenticeships  England. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 11 November 1777.
BELLAMY, Thomas [Master]; BISSET, James [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid
for Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811. TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 29. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 July 2022.

Bisset, James. (1828) op cit.

Archer-Parre, Caroline and Dick, Malcolm. (2020) Pen, Print and Communication in
the Eighteenth Century. p. 173. www.books.google.co.uk: accessed 4 November
2021.

Mapping Birmingham Blogspot. ‘1800 Bisset’s ‘Magnificent Directory’. http://map
pingbirmingham.blogspot.com/2012/07/1800-bissets-magnificent-directory.html:
accessed 2 February 2023.

Bisset, James. (1808) Bisset’s magnificent guide, or grand copperplate directory, for the
town of Birmingham. p. vi. https://archive.org/details/b22038267/page/n3/mode/
2up: accessed 2 February 2023.

Apprenticeships England. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 1759-1764. HADLEY, Thomas
[Master]. Register of Duties Paid for Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811. TNA:
Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Pieces: 22, 24, 53, 54. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 July
2022.

Leboutte, Rene. (1996) Proto-industrialisation: recherches récentes et nouvelles per-
spectives: mélanges en souvenir de Franklin Mendels. p. 226. www.books.google.co.
uk: accessed 6 July 2022.

Tate, W E. (1983) The Parish Chest: a study of the records of parochial administration
in England. 3rd ed. Chichester, England: Phillimore. pp. 131-133.

FamilySearch. (2020) Parish Administration in England and Wales. https://www.
familysearch.org/wiki/en/Parish_Administration_in_England_and_Wales: accessed
22 February 2023.

The National Archives. Podcast Transcript — The parish: administration and records.
https://media.nationalarchives.gov.uk/index.php/the-parish-administration-and-
records/: accessed 22 February 2023.

Death Announcements. (1814) Aris's Birmingham Gazette. 11 April. NEWMAN,
William. p. 3c. British Newspaper Archive. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 28
June 2022.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 8 May 1783. PECK,
Samuel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.
166.

167.

168.

169.

170.
171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 34/6; Archive Roll: M177. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 14 March 2021.

Staffordshire Name Indexes. Parish Clerks, Diocese of Lichfield, 1691-1916. https://
www.staffsnameindexes.org.uk/default.aspx: accessed 22 February 2023.
Staffordshire Archives Catalogue. Records of the Diocese of Lichfield — nominations
of parish clerks: No 31 = Thomas BROOKE. Ref: B/A/11/4/21/3. http://www.archives.
staffordshire.gov.uk/CalmView/: accessed 22 February 2023.

Aris's Birmingham Gazette. (1802) Birmingham March 8. Aris’s Birmingham Gazette.
8 March; p. 3a. British Newspaper Archive. www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 3
August 2022.

Cook, William T. (1994) The Organisation of the Exercise in the Seventeenth
Century'. In: Sanderson, J. Change Ringing: The History of an English Art. Volume 1.
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. p. 69.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 29 March 1763.
BINGHAM, Charles. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 15; Archive Roll: M140. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 8 February 2023.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 6 October 1840.
BINGHAM, Charles. DRO 15; Archive Roll: M140; Ref: DRO 15; Archive Roll: M140.
www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 11 June 2021.

Aris’s Birmingham Gazette. (1804) To the Rector, Churchwardens ... Aris’s
Birmingham Gazette. 10 December; p. 3d. British Newspaper Archive. www.findmy
past.co.uk: accessed 3 August 2022

Almon, J. (1792) The Parliamentary Register; Or, History of the Proceedings and
Debates of the [House of Lords and House of Commons]. p. 66. www.books.goo
gle.co.uk: accessed 4 November 2021.

Bisset, James. (1828) op cit.

Gillray, James. (2020) A Birmingham Toast, as Given on the 14th of July by the
Revolution  Society.  http://www.james-gillray.org/pop/birmingham-toast.html:
accessed 30 June 2022.

Langford, John Alfred. (1870) A century of Birmingham life: or, A chronicle of local
events, from 1741 to 1841. p. 27. https://archive.org/details/centuryofbirmin
g02lang/page/26/mode/2up: accessed 30 June 2022.

Eccleston, Mark. (2022) Average Ages in Peals. Email, 7 February, 8:12pm to Liz
Bowsher.

Burials (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 11 April 1833.
BENNETT, William. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813—
1964. Ref: DRO 34; Archive Roll: M124. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 7 March
2021.

Ingram, David and Jones, Richard. op cit. p.65.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 10 October 1767.
BLACK, John. Warwickshire Baptisms; Ref: DRO 34/5. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 2 February 2022.

Burial (PR) England. St Paul, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 7 June 1791. BLACK, John.
Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-
1812; Ref: DRO 34; Archive Roll: M126. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 2 February
2021

Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 30 September 1768.
SHUTER, Charles. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 61; Archive Roll: M140. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 2 February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St James the Less, Ashted, Warwickshire. 2 November 1812.
SHUTER, Charles. National Burial Index for England & Wales. [Transcription] www.
findmypast.co.uk: accessed 5 February 2021.

Testamentary Records England. 1814. SHUTER, Charles. Will. Staffordshire, Dioceses
of Lichfield and Coventry Wills and Probate 1521-1860. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 20 December 2020.

Ingram, David and Jones, Richard. op cit. p.68

Marriages (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 29 October 1788.
BLACK, John and WRIGHT, Elizabeth. Birmingham, England, Church of England
Marriages and Banns, 1754-1937; Ref: DRO 34/29; Archive Roll: M109. www.ances
try.co.uk: accessed 2 February 2021.

Marriages (PR) England. Ss Peter & Paul, Aston, Warwickshire. 29 September 1791.
SHUTER, Charles and BLACK, Elizabeth. Birmingham, England, Church of England
Marriages and Banns, 1754-1937; Ref: DRO 41; Archive Roll: M81. www.ancestry.co.
uk: accessed 2 February 2021.

Pickford, Christopher J. (2002) The Early Membership of the Society. https.//www.
ascy.org.uk/articles/early_membership.php: accessed 22 February 2023.

Assay Office Birmingham. The Story of Assay Office Birmingham. https://theassayof
fice.com/assay-office-birmingham/the-story-of-assay-office-birmingham: accessed
7 February 2023.

89



ELIZABETH BOWSHER

181.

182.

183.
184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

190.
191

192.

193.
194.

195.

196.
197.

198.

199.
200.

201.

202.

A Thomas Hadley who acted as Steward at the ASCY dinner in November 1763 in
London and, who may have been elected to ASCY in 1757, was presumably an
older man. Ref: Cook, William T. (1994) op cit. pp. 61-62.

Shepherd, Edgar C. (1953) St Martin’s Youths. Reliance Printing Works, Halesowen.
pp. 6 & 7.

The Ancient Society of College Youths. op cit.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 10 November 1760.
ELLIS, John. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and
Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 41; Archive Roll: M188. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed
15 April 2021.

Deaths Index (CR) England & Wales. Aston, Warwickshire. Q3 1849. ELLIS, John. Vol:
16; p. 148. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 20 October 2021.

Apprenticeships England. Birmingham, Warwickshire. 7 May 1776. BELLAMY,
Samuel [Master] and ELLIS, John [Apprentice]. Register of Duties Paid for
Apprentices’ Indentures, 1710-1811. TNA: Series IR 1; Class: IR 1; Piece: 29. www.
ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 July 2022.

Bisset, James. (1828) Memoirs in 5 Volumes — No. 4 — n.d. [c. 1828]: Ref CR1563/250.
Warwickshire Record Office.

Marriage Allegations (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 6 June
1787. BISSET, James and HORTON, Dorothy. Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield &
Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893; www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 13 April 2021.

Marriages (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 8 June 1787. BISSET,
James and HORTON, Dorothy. Birmingham, England, Church of England Marriages
and Banns, 1754-1937; Ref: DRO 34/29; Archive Roll: M109. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 13 April 2021.

Bisset, James. (1828) op cit.

Bisset, James. (1828) Memoirs in 5 Volumes, 2nd Book 1776 etc Journey to England 52
years ago — 1828: Ref CR1563/248. Warwickshire Record Office.

Marriage Allegations (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 2 June
1784. ELLIS, John and DEVONSHIRE, Frances. Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield &
Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 20 October 2021.

Bisset, James. (1904) op cit.

Directories England. Pye’s Birmingham Directory. 1791. WHITWORTH, John. UK. and
US. Directories, 1680-1830. [Transcript] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 1 February
2023.

Directories England. The Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Dudley, Bilston &
Willenhall Directory. 1780, 1781. ARDEN, William. UK. and US. Directories, 1680—
1830. [Transcript] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 18 February 2022.

Zoom meeting. Caroline Archer-Parre and others. 10 March 2022.

Baptisms (PR) England. St Michael, Coppenhall, Cheshire. 27 February 1755.
TANKARD, John. Cheshire Diocese of Chester Parish Baptisms 1538-1911.
[Bishops Transcripts] www.findmypast.co.uk: accessed 25 February 2022.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 14 October 1809.
TANKARD, John. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages
and Burials, 1538-1812; Ref: DRO 25/3; Archive Roll: M135. www.ancestry.co.uk:
accessed 17 March 2022.

Langford, John Alfred. Op cit.

Aris's Birmingham Gazette. (1774) ‘In Consequence of an Advertisement...." and
‘Whereas a Paragraph ...." [2 consecutive items] Aris’s Birmingham Gazette. 19 Sept.
p.3 c. The Library of Birmingham, microfilm.

Baptisms (PR) England. Kingswinford, Staffordshire. 28 October 1753. WOODWARD,
Michael. England Births & Baptisms 1538-1975. [Transcription] www.findmypast.co.
uk: accessed 21 March 2022.

Burials (PR) England. St Thomas, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 27 July 1832.
WOODWARD, Michael. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813—
1964; Ref: DRO 11; Archive Roll: M75. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 10 February
2022.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Elizabeth Bowsher, LLB, MSc (Dist), QG. Elizabeth is a former senior civil servant from the Department of Health (England). She obtained a MSc in
genealogical studies at the University of Strathclyde in 2018 and is a Qualified Genealogist. She has a long-held interest in genealogy and is an
independent researcher and genealogist.

203.

204.

205.

206.

207.

208.

200.

210.

211,

212.

213.

214

215.

216.

217.

218.

219.

220.

Directories England. Pye’s Birmingham Directory. 1785-91. WOODWARD, Michael. U.
K. and US. Directories, 1680-1830. [Transcription] www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 18
March 2022.

Woodward was an apprentice of Thomas Parker of London, who has been
described as Handel's favourite organ builder. Ref: Impulse Music Consultants.
Handel and his English contemporaries. https://www.impulse-music.co.uk/robert
woolley/cds/: accessed 7 February 2023. See also: Register of Duties Paid for
Apprentices’ Indentures UK. St Andrew Holborn, Middlesex. 27 April 1767.
PARKER, Thos [Master]; WOODWARD, Michl [Apprentice]. TNA: Series IR 1; Class:
IR 1; Piece: 29. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 13 April 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Paul, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 17 May 1853. HASSALL,
William. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964; Ref: DRO 35;
Archive Roll: M165. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 4 November 2021.

Graziella Caselli, Jacques Vallin, Guillaume Wunsch. (2006) Demography: Analysis
and Synthesis, Four Volume Set: A Treatise in Population. p. 44. www.books.google.
co.uk: accessed 9 March 2022.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 29 July 1831. VEISEY,
Daniel. Birmingham, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1964; Ref: DRO 25;
Archive Roll: M63. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 29 January 2021.

Jurors Lists. (1772-1849) Warwickshire, England, Occupational and Quarter Session
Records, 1662-1866. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 12 March 2022.

Our Warwickshire. Hair Powder Tax: The cost of powdering one’s wig, what! https.//
www.ourwarwickshire.org.uk/content/article/cost-powdering-ones-wig-hair-pow
der-tax: accessed 7 February 2023.

Family Search. (2021) England Probate Records. https://www.familysearch.org/en/
wiki/England_Probate_Records: accessed 22 February 2023.

Testamentary Records England. 5 December 1794. HADLEY, Thomas. Will. Records
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, Series PROB 11; Class: PROB 11; Piece: 1253.
Holman, Quire Numbers 608-645 (1794). www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 20
February 2021.

Burials (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 5 March 1777. ARCHER,
John. Birmingham, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials,
1538-1812; Ref: DRO 41; Archive Roll: M188. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 28
January 2021.

Jurors' Lists England. Hemlingford Hundred, Birmingham Division, Warwickshire.
ARCHER, John. Warwickshire, England, Occupational and Quarter Session Records,
1662-1866. Ref: QS76; Microfilm: PG3283. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 4 February
2021.

Marriage Allegations (PR) England. St Martin, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 22 January
1788. DICKEN, Richard and BROOKE, Mary. Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield &
Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 20 February 2021.

Testamentary Records England. 1806. BELLAMY, Obadiah. Will. Staffordshire,
Dioceses of Lichfield and Coventry Wills and Probate 1521-1860. www.findmy
past.co.uk: accessed 17 October 2021.

Jurors” Lists England. Leamington, Warwickshire. BISSET, James. Warwickshire
County Record Office. 1818-1823. Warwickshire Jurors' Lists; Reference Number:
QS76; Microfilm: PG3284. www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 13 April 2021.

Jones, William, Blakemore, Thomas and Reeves, John. op cit. p. iv.

Marriage Allegations (PR) England. St Philip, Birmingham, Warwickshire. 19 March
1761. HADLEY, Thomas and GUNN, Ann. Staffordshire, Dioceses of Lichfield &
Coventry Marriage Allegations and Bonds, 1636-1893. www.findmypast.co.uk:
accessed 20 February 2021.

Testamentary Records England. 5 December 1794. HADLEY, Thomas. Will. Records
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, Series PROB 11; Class: PROB 11; Piece: 1253.
Holman, Quire Numbers 608-645 (1794). www.ancestry.co.uk: accessed 20
February 2021.

Eisel, Dr. John C. (2022) Article on St Martin’s Youths. Email. 20 July 2022, 10:13.
Richard Jones.

20



	Abstract
	Introduction
	The Development of Bell Ringing in Birmingham
	Method
	Who were the Eighteenth-Century Birmingham ringers?
	Family Connections
	Occupations
	Parish Roles
	The 1791 Riots

	The Younger Peal Bands
	The Ancient Society of College Youths (ASCY)
	Demographic Observations
	Birth Years and Age at Death
	Social Standing

	Conclusions
	Acknowledgments
	References

