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Genetic genealogy for the study of Puerto Rican,
Spanish, and Portuguese family history: lessons
from the Sotomayor, Colón, and Pereira families
Antonio Sotomayor

Abstract: Genetic genealogy is a rapidly growing field. The potential for genetics to
make genealogical connections and break brick walls is starting to be untapped. This is
more so for Latin American and Caribbean societies where limited or non-existent
documentation is a reality. This article uses advanced genetic testing to draw genea-
logies for a particular set of Puerto Rican families, the Sotomayor and Colón families,
with connections to the Iberian Pereira lineage. In the critical analysis of the existing
fragmented and isolated documentation with advanced genetic testing, mainly Y-DNA,
and in its proper historical context, long-standing brick walls have been broken. The
study also illustrates, through the prism of genetics, the complex anthroponymy system
of Iberian surnames in the American context, which gave a legitimate and significant
role to maternal ancestry. As one of the very few instances of a Y-DNA genetic match
between two men of different surnames at the edge of genealogical time frames, this
study offers insights into the larger use of genetics for genealogy and anthroponymy.

Introduction
The Sotomayor family from Puerto Rico has not been properly understood among local genealogists.1 (Not a single article about this family
has appeared in the Puerto Rican Genealogical Society’s journal since its tenth volume in 1988.) This is due to the lack of documentation from
the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, which presents a great challenge to genealogists.2 Looking for alternatives to brick walls
in Puerto Rican genealogy, this study incorporates the field of genetics and employs a genetic-genealogy methodology to break those brick
walls. New genetic, genealogical, and historical data link two families in Puerto Rico, the Sotomayor and the Colón families, with Iberian roots
in the Pereira lineage from Portugal. Altogether, they help to break long-standing brick walls in these families’ genealogies, while offering
clues into deeper medieval Iberian history, a unique case among Ibero-American genealogy, genetics, and family history. (This is in reference
to Y-DNA and genealogy, not in relation to admixtures and biological or anthropological terms.3) It is not the intent of this article to enter into
the legitimation of racial privilege in the construction of Latin American nationhoods (for which see the 2015 special issue of Social Studies of
Science4). An important detail to consider is that one participant in this study is Afro-Puerto Rican, illustrating the point that Y chromosomes
and phenotypes are not in correlation. The main motivation to write this article was to contribute to the field of family history, circumscribed
mainly to the reconstruction of the genealogy of two Puerto Rican families combining history and genetics.

Popular lore and long-standing legend say that the Sotomayor family from Puerto Rico’s north-west descend from Galician noble Don
Cristóbal de Sotomayor, who settled in the island in 1509 and died during the indigenous rebellion in 1511 shortly after establishing the Villa
de Sotomayor.5 The present study refutes this legend, at least with regard to the direct male descendants of Juan de Sotomayor, who was
born in Aguada c.1740. In doing so, a new genealogy is offered, supported by – and actually only possible with – genetic data, particularly
Y-DNA. Similarly, there has been research done on several branches of the Colón family, some of which can be traced to the sixteenth century,
allegedly related to the family of Admiral Don Cristóbal Colón (Christopher Columbus).6 But the branch participating in the present study had
not been able to go beyond the early nineteenth century. Of particular interest is the fact that the genetic matching of these two families
places their ancestor in common some 500 years ago, beyond the genealogical time frame, which for Iberian-American societies could be
between 300 and 500 years before the present. The genealogical journey between these families also allows us to observe the intricate and
complex anthroponymy system of Iberian-American surnames that incorporates maternal surnames in legitimate offspring.
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In the pages that follow, I will briefly discuss the Sotomayor lineage in Spain, before discussing the Sotomayors in Puerto Rico at the start of
the European colonization in the 1500s. I will then present the methodology and genetic results, followed by a genealogical-genetic
interpretation. I conclude that not only has genetic genealogy helped in clarifying the genealogy of some branches of the Sotomayor and
Colón families in Puerto Rico, but that these results provide interesting information to understand the background of one of the most
important lineages of the Iberian Peninsula: the Galician/Asturian Froilaz/Traba family.

The Sotomayor lineage
The Sotomayor lineage is approximately 850 years old and has a recognized origin. Historian Suso Vila acknowledges the traditional
genealogies that identify Men Páez Sorredea (a.k.a. Sorred, Sorredea, Sorrez) as the founder of the lineage in the middle of the twelfth
century. Men Páez stood out at the Conquest of Almería in 1147 and, because of his services, King Alfonso VII rewarded him with the lordship
over the Valley of Souto (Pontevedra) (see Figure 1), which he named Souto Maior.7 Nonetheless, Vila also proposes an alternative to the
lineage’s origins. He argues that the lordship over the valley of Souto was granted by King Alfonso VII to a knight by the name of Pelagio
Subredina in 1141 to hold the Castellum Sancti Pelagii de Luto, today Pontesampaio, and by doing so protect the southern route of the
Camino de Santiago against Portuguese and/or Muslim advances.8,9 This Pelagio Subredina, or perhaps a descendant of the same name,

Figure 1. Map of Spanish provinces. Galicia is the north-west provinces of La Coruña, Lugo, Pontevedra, and Orense. Image taken with
permission from On the World Map, http://ontheworldmap.com/spain/spain-provinces-map.html.
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appears again in 1197/98 as a member of King Fernando II’s royal court and holding several castles in the lands of Toroño and Limia in the
vicinity of the Valley of Souto.10 Vila thinks this Pelagio Subredina could have been Paio Sorredea, Men Páez’s father. In any case, the
Sotomayor family already had a seigniorial castle in Pontevedra, and had achieved ricohombre status.11,12 (Ricohombres was a term used to
categorize the high nobility in medieval Iberia, sometimes used synonymously with counts and barons.) The Sotomayors had adopted a coat
of arms (Figure 2) as an iconographic representation of the lineage by the twelfth century. From then on, the Sotomayor family became pre-
eminent members of Galician and Castilian nobility, developing a strong “sense of lineage.”13 The Sotomayors throughout Iberia (Galicia,
Extremadura, Andalusia, Castile, Canary Islands, Portugal) descend from the Galician root.14,15

The Sotomayors in Puerto Rico
People with the surnames Sotomayor and Colón have been in Puerto Rico since the conquest and early colonization in the 1500s. Cristóbal Colón
(Christopher Columbus) arrived on the island in 1493. His descendants lived on the island by the end of the sixteenth century and, as a result of
marriages with other noble families, produced lineages with compound surnames such as Colón de Luyando, Colón de Torres, Ramos Colón, Colón
de Bonilla, and Colón de Santiago. Settling early in the town of Coamo,16 the Colóns spread through towns such as San Germán, Arecibo, and
Aguada during the seventeenth century, holding military ranks such as captains, sergeants, alférez [junior officers], corporals, and lieutenants. Like
the Sotomayors, the Colóns were wealthy landowners and slave-owners and held the honorific titles of Don and Doña. There are various historical
and genealogical works on these families, for example by members of the Puerto Rican Genealogical Society David Cuesta Camacho, David Stark,
and Edmund Colón Gaulden17 so I will focus on the Sotomayor (as well as the Colón de Santiago) families, which have not been studied as much.

The Sotomayors are now widely spread throughout the towns of Aguada, Moca, Isabela, Aguadilla, San Sebastián, Lares, Quebradillas, Camuy,
and Añasco, among many more in Puerto Rico’s north-west (see Figure 3). Many of these branches merge in Aguada in the late seventeenth

Figure 2. Coat of arms of the Sotomayor lineage, rendition by and courtesy of Yamil Fuentes.

Figure 3. Present-day towns in Puerto Rico. From Wikimedia Commons (with licence).
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and early eighteenth centuries, but the documentation is very limited and fragmented. Many belonged to the urban militias, owned land and
slaves, and married into other noble families in the region. Some of their slaves adopted the surname Soto or Sotomayor and, as such, might
not have the same biological connection. Others married into different families to produce racially and ethnically rich families.

I can document my Sotomayor genealogy to my 5th-great-grandfather Don Juan de Sotomayor, and to his possible father, Don Juan de Soto
Hernández, who lived in the eighteenth century (Figure 4). (I must mention also that there was a “Soto Hernández de Andújar” family from
Vigo, Galicia, which migrated to Santo Domingo (later Dominican Republic) in the mid 1600s.18 However, this family appears to be settled in
Santo Domingo, and only travelled to Puerto Rico late in the eighteenth century.) Figure 5 shows the death record of Catalino Sotomayor y
Tirado (my 3rd-grand-uncle), as reported by my great-great-grandfather Alberto Sotomayor y Tirado, and Figure 6 is the birth record of my
grandfather, Antonio Sotomayor Mendez.19

The relationship with Don Juan de Soto Hernández is based on the annotations made by the lawyer and renowned genealogist Rafael
Reichard Sapia in the early twentieth century. In his notebooks there is an annotation of the death record of Don Juan de Soto Hernández from
August 6, 1791, in Moca.20 Moca’s parish books of death no longer exist, which makes the Reichard Sapia transcription the only remaining
source.21 The record used to say that he was from Aguada and that he died at the age of one-hundred-and-twelve. I think the age of death
was an error and he most probably died, like many other Sotomayors, at around ninety years old, thus born c.1700.

There is the notion that the Sotomayor family is an old one in the region. The U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hon. Sonia Sotomayor, whose
ancestors go back to the town of San Sebastián in the eighteenth century, states in her autobiography, My Beloved World, that “Still older
stories survive in hand-me-down recollections beyond any living soul’s direct experience: The Sotomayors, I heard, might be descendants of
Puerto Rican Pioneers.”22 A document from the early 1800s provides a similar authoritative perspective, although not official. In 1820 Aguada,
a young man named Don Lorenzo de Sotomayor declared his wish to marry Doña Juana Urbano Cabán. The priest and lady’s uncle, Don
Manuel Cabán, protested, saying that the boy did not deserve his delicate and noble niece. But the petition persisted and on October 25, 1821
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Figure 4. Sotomayor ancestors of my grandfather Sotomayor.
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the priest declared that she was from her father’s side of “European Spaniards” and that Lorenzo was “of the first families of the village, white
on every ancestral branch, without racial mixing.”23 The priest later declared that Don Lorenzo was of “clarified ancestry” (ascendencia
esclarecida) and that he descended from a prominent family, which indicates that his genealogy was known. This case is important. Puerto
Rico’s population during the seventeenth century was not large. When Aguada was founded between 1648 and 1692,24 there were only three
other villages on the island (San Germán, Coamo and Arecibo) outside of the capital San Juan. By the end of the seventeenth century, San

Figure 5. Death record of Catalino Sotomayor y Tirado (my 3rd-grand-uncle) from 1911, son of Juan de la Cruz de Sotomayor and Balbina
Tirado. The person reporting the event was his brother and my great-great-grandfather Alberto Sotomayor y Tirado.
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Figure 6. Birth record of my grandfather, Antonio Sotomayor Mendez.
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Germán had one hundred vecinos (socially recognized landowning heads of households), Arecibo seventy-three, and Coamo one hundred.25

These numbers are probably an underestimate, given that recently discovered documents indicate that Aguada by 1700 had 221 vecinos (or
militia soldiers), which multiplied by seven (the number of individuals per vecino) gives us 1,547. These numbers are based on the militia
muster rolls, to which our Sotomayors belonged (as did the Colóns). Priests were vigilant in examining blood purity and kinship relations in
order to marry according to ecclesiastical doctrine. It is probable that in 1821 there were more parish records that could trace Don Lorenzo de
Sotomayor’s ancestors back to the mid seventeenth century.

The Sotomayor family in Puerto Rico’s north-west commonly used the surname Soto. This is not uncommon and also occurred in the Iberian
Peninsula since the lineage’s origins in the twelfth century. Many of the early Sotomayors in Galicia appear in documents as Paio Mendez,
Alvaro Páez, Pedro Álvarez, Suero Álvarez, etc. The standardization of surnames as an exclusive patriarchal identity practice solidified after the
eighteenth century,26,27,28 and the consistent use of spelling as late as the twentieth. In 1487, the Clavero [knight in charge of a castle; one of
the seven highest military ranks] of the Order of Alcantara, Don Francisco de Sotomayor, filed his last will and testament in the village of La
Rambla in Cordoba, declaring that:

I, Don Francisco de Sotomayor, Clabero [sic] of the Order of Alcantara, vezino [sic] of the city of Salamanca … instruct that my quinto inherited from Mosen
Soto, my father, let it be known that all of it be distributed equally among my son Juan de Soto and my brothers. I instruct that Juan de Soto, my brother,
receives five thousands maravedis… .29

In Jerez de la Frontera in the seventeenth century, Garci Méndez de Sotomayor (namesake of the Lord of El Carpio) was also known as Garci de
Soto.30 Recently, a Spanish genealogist stated that “we all know that the Sotomayor are referred to in many writings and documents just as
Soto.”31 Puerto Rican testaments and birth records from the nineteenth century show the spelling of members of the Sotomayor family as
Soto=mayor, Soto Mayor, Soto mayor, Soto-mayor, or Soto Maior, among others. The use of Soto and Soto Mayor was used randomly in Puerto
Rico’s north-west towns to the extent of one person appearing in the same document with the variations Soto, Soto Mayor and Sotomayor.

The first Sotomayor in Puerto Rico was Don Cristóbal de Sotomayor, youngest son of Don Pedro Álvarez de Sotomayor, Count of Caminha
(Portugal) and Lord of Soutomaior (Galicia) and Doña Teresa de Távora. Don Cristóbal, along with other siblings, renounced his rights over the
Castle of Sotomayor in order to concentrate the lineage’s wealth in mayorazgo [the right to the enjoyment of property on condition that it is
to pass, perpetually, successively to the eldest son] in the firstborn sibling, Álvaro Páez de Sotomayor.32 After renouncing this estate, Don
Cristóbal set sail to the New World, particularly the island of Puerto Rico. He was twenty-three in 1509 when he arrived there. However, Don
Cristóbal, his nephew or cousin Don Diego de Sotomayor, and four other Spaniards died in 1511 in an ambush near the current town of
Aguada when the Taínos rebelled against the Spanish. The village of Sotomayor (today Aguada) was attacked by the cacique [leader]
Guarionex, starting an ill-fated attempt to regain control of their island. A Royal Decree from March 21, 1515 indicates that Don Cristóbal’s son,
Don Pedro de Sotomayor, would inherit his belongings.33 However, we have not been able to document this Don Pedro in any other primary
document. António Pedro de Sottomayor believes the letter was falsified by Don Cristóbal’s uncle, Don Pedro de Sotomayor, after he was in
exile in Portugal having ordered the murder of his mother, Inés Enríquez de Monroy, who had married his sister to a nobleman from a rival
lineage. 34

Another branch of the Sotomayor family in Puerto Rico, from El Carpio (Córdoba), was also on the island early in the colonization. In 1511, Don
Luis de Sotomayor received an encomienda [grant conferring the right to demand tribute and forced labour from the inhabitants] in Puerto
Rico.35 The Royal Decree from Catholic King Fernando said that “his father and relatives are my servants.”36 Servants in this case meant military
service. This Don Luis de Sotomayor from 1511 was Don Luis Álvarez de Sotomayor (born c.1485), a captain in the conquest of Orán in 1509 and
mayor of the Rosalcazar and Mazalquivir fortresses.37 His relatives also served the king: his father Don F(H)ernando Álvarez de Sotomayor was
mayor of Colomera, uncle Don Pedro Álvarez de Sotomayor mayor of Colomera, grandfather Don Gil Hernández de Sotomayor was mayor of the
Alcázar de Córdoba, mayor of the Priego and Rambla castles, and Knight of the Band, cousin Don Pedro Fernández de Alcaraz Sotomayor was
regidor [council member] of Alcalá la Real and mayor of Colomera.38 It is relevant to note that his grandfather, Don Gil, was mayor of the Real
Alcázar de Córdoba, or the Castle of the Catholic Monarchs. The Catholic monarchs Isabel and Fernando lived in this castle for eight years during
the planning stages of the conquest of Granada and it was here where they granted Christopher Columbus a meeting seeking support for his
exploration trip to the Indies (in 1486). Therefore, King Fernando rewarded a grandson of the mayor of his castle in Córdoba with an encomienda
in the newly “discovered” island of San Juan de Puerto Rico. Don Luis died serving as captain in Mazalquivir in 1558.

Don Luis de Sotomayor was another Sotomayor in Puerto Rico during the sixteenth century, who in 1561 belonged to a group of vecinos that
asked the governor to defend the island against Carib attacks. This Don Luis was the son of the one that received the encomienda in 1511 and
by 1561 served as artillery captain, eventually dying in 1587, probably in Mazalquivir.39 The fact that this Don Luis appeared as vecino indicates
that he had residence and owned property in Puerto Rico, and enjoyed recognition within the city, probably inherited, like his title Don, from
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his father. It was normal as well for this social class to have property in various places, especially those in the military who were often in transit.
Finally, another Don Luis de Sotomayor asked in 1619 for a post in “the Indies” appropriate for his “stature and services.”40 We don’t know if he
ever reached the Indies, which could have been Puerto Rico, given that soon after this request he was made Governor of Melilla. Despite the
fact that this family had such successive roles, properties, and interests in Puerto Rico, we don’t know of any descendant of the last Don Luis
de Sotomayor in Puerto Rico. His two known sons with his first wife, Doña Bernardina de Navarrete, Luis and Juan, died in battle in Melilla in
1649.41 His son, Don Luis de Sotomayor y Pérez de Navarrete, submitted a record of merit in 1643 seeking admission to the Order of Santiago
and provided his genealogical tree and other pertinent information.42

The third Sotomayor in Puerto Rico during the sixteenth century was Doña Isabel de Sotomayor, daughter of regidor perpetuo [permanent
council member] Hernán Pérez de Valenzuela and Doña María del Rincón. She was a paternal granddaughter of Alonso de Lepe and Catalina
Pérez de Valenzuela and a maternal granddaughter of Martín del Rincón and Catalina Pérez. Doña Isabel married Captain Pedro Mexía de
Lugo, born in Tenerife, Canary Islands, in the mid to late 1500s in San Juan and had three sons, Captain Juan de Lugo Sotomayor, Captain
Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa, and Captain Diego de Figueroa Lugo. Most probably Isabel’s Sotomayor surname came from her paternal
grandmother, Catalina Pérez de Valenzuela from Huelva and from the Sotomayors from Extremadura. This family in particular shows how in
Spain, especially in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, surnames were envisioned holistically, not strictly paternally, and many
surnames were taken from mothers, grandmothers, or great-grandmothers without offending the paternal lineage.43

Ancestors of the Sotomayors and Colóns from Aguada: genealogy and genetics

A brief introduction to genetics
In order to understand the ancestors of Juan de Sotomayor from Aguada it is imperative to keep in mind the genetic data. Today, we use
genetics to study genealogies that lack documentation. At the same time, genetics would not work without genealogies to support it and give
it meaning. The field of genetic genealogy is well established and it is considered a scientific methodology in its own right, which has had its
own academic journal since 2005 (the Journal of Genetic Genealogy), and a recognized association, the International Society of Genetic
Genealogy (ISOGG).44 Puerto Rican genetic genealogist Ana Oquendo Pabón is one of the pioneers in this field in Puerto Rico.45 Thanks to this
methodology, our genetic results provide us with important evidence to make some key genealogical arguments that would not have been
possible otherwise. Moreover, the genetic match in question, which involves two different surnames at the edge of genealogical time
(sixteenth century), is so far one of the few, if not the only one, known in the academic literature.46

The Y chromosome is inherited solely by males, father to son, then to sons, grandsons, etc. The inheritance of the Y chromosome among males
mimics the social pattern of surnames in most European societies and, as such, it can be of great use for genetic genealogy.47 The sequences
within the Y chromosome that repeat in a mostly stable manner are called short tandem repeat or STRs. STRs are inherited from generation to
generation almost unaltered. However, a mutation can occur during this transmission. The more mutations between two men, the more
distant their ancestor in common. Genetic distance (GD) is the amount of mutations in the comparison of STRs in two men. Therefore, two
men that have identical STRs at 37 markers have a closer ancestor in common than two men that match 35 of 37 markers, with a 33 of 37
match being further apart.48,49

The best-known commercial company to study the Y chromosome for genealogical purposes is Family Tree DNA (FTDNA). They offer various
levels of tests depending on how many markers are tested. STRs can be studied by markers. FTDNA offer tests for 12, 37, 67, and 111 markers,
plus the Big Y-500. Given that the STRs mutate frequently (in the larger scheme of human evolution) it is best to study as many markers as
possible to establish a relationship within a genealogical time frame. As a minimum, the 37-marker test is recommended in order to obtain
better precision in the genetic relationship in the Y chromosome between two men. But the tests at 67 and 111 markers offer better results, in
other words, more precision within a genealogical time frame. The gold standard and the most precise in the market to study the Y
chromosome is the Big Y-500.

The other way to study our DNA is through the single-nucleotide polymorphisms or SNPs. Basically, when we study SNPs we look for mutations in
the nucleotides (A, T, C, and G) in the Y chromosome. These SNPs are passed down from father to son and allow us to see which SNPs are similar
among two men. Like the STRs, the more matching SNPs between two men, the closer they are related. These SNPs can be grouped and
organized to create haplogroups (also known as subclades). The organization of haplogroups can provide ideas of ancient ancestry.50

The genetic results
There are several Y-DNA matches between members of the Sotomayor and Colón families in Puerto Rico (see Table 1). These results include
three men with the surname Sotomayor and two men with the surname Colón, for a total of five men matching in the Y chromosome. The
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three men with the surname Sotomayor match at 111 markers, but with differences according to FTDNA’s Time Predictor (TiP) tool. TiP
predicts a 95.31% probability of Gerardo “Gerry” Sotomayor sharing a common ancestor with me within four generations, 99.78% within eight
generations, and 99.99% within twelve generations. Gerry and I share 110 out of 111 markers (111, GD = 1), and our ancestor in common was
Don Juan de la Cruz de Sotomayor who lived between 1818 and 1862 (Gerry is my third cousin once removed). The second Sotomayor Y
chromosome match was Jaime Sotomayor. TiP predicts an 85.19% probability of Jaime sharing a common ancestor with me within four
generations, 98.82% within eight generations, and 99.92% within twelve generations. Jaime and I share 109 out of 111 markers (111, GD = 2),
and our ancestor in common was Juan de Sotomayor who lived between c.1740 and c.1800 (Jaime is my fifth cousin once removed). Gerry and
I have a closer GD than Jaime and I. Both the TiP and markers matching between us reflect the actual genealogical relationship.

Our matches with the Colón men are not supported by documented genealogies, but do offer important genetic data with implications for
genealogical arguments. TiP predicts an 89.79% probability of Moisés Colón sharing a common ancestor with me within four generations,
98.96% within eight generations, and 99.89% within twelve generations. We match 65 of 67 markers (67, GD = 2), but there is no identified
genealogical connection. We don’t have data to compare at 67 and 111 markers with Edwin Colón, only 37 markers. At this level, TiP predicts a
29.87% probability of Edwin sharing a common ancestor with me within four generations, 69.87% within eight generations, 89.87% within
twelve generations, and 97.03% within sixteen generations. We match 33 out of 37 markers, for a GD of 4. This GD at 37 markers is particularly
relevant when we compare it with the three Sotomayor men in the sample. My matches at 37 markers with both Jaime and Gerry Sotomayor
have a GD of 1, and with Moisés Colón of 2. Given that my Most Recent Common Ancestor (MRCA) with Jaime dates from 1740, we can assume
that my match with Moisés Colón is older than 1740 (possibly in the mid 1600s), and my match with Edwin Colón is significantly older
(possibly in the mid 1500s) (see Table 2).

Edwin Colón’s Big Y-500 results confirmed the date range of our Time to Most Recent Common Ancestor (TMRCA) of 400 to 600 years ago.
Larry Walker, co-administrator for the FTDNA R-DF41/R-CTS2501 group, did a preliminary examination of the data:

I did a manual comparison of your results and Edwin’s results based on what data is available to me through FTDNA’s GAP tools. My preliminary estimate
is: You and Edwin share a block of 21 build38 [sic] SNPs. I guestimate that the oldest of these shared SNPs formed about 3100 (3900–2300) YBP, and the
TMRCA for you and Edwin is about 550 (650–400) YBP. Your shared build38 SNPs are:

10023284 C>A[A1750]

12189428 A>G[A1752]
12709187 C>A [A1754]
13609673 C>A [A1755]
15025685 A>C [A1756]
15609750 G>A [A1757]
15779266 A>G [A1758]
15997517 G>C [A1760]
16280849 C>T [A1762]
16558448 T>C [A1763]
20350450 G>A [BY33879]
20489820 T>G [A1766]
21160665 T>C [A1767]

Table 1. Sotomayor-Colón Y chromosome matches with genetic distance.

Markers Gerry Sotomayor Jaime Sotomayor Moisés Colón Edwin Colón
Antonio Sotomayor at 37 1 1 2 4
Antonio Sotomayor at 67 1 1 2
Antonio Sotomayor at 111 1 2

Table 2. Sotomayor-Colón TiP comparison at 37 markers.

MRCA within … Gerry Sotomayor Jaime Sotomayor Moisés Colón Edwin Colón
Antonio Sotomayor – 4 generations 83.49% 83.49% 83.49% 29.87%
Antonio Sotomayor – 8 generations 97.28% 97.28% 97.28% 69.87%
Antonio Sotomayor – 12 generations 99.55% 99.55% 99.55% 89.87%
Antonio Sotomayor – 16 generations 99.93% 99.93% 99.93% 97.03%
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21418137 A>G [A1768]
21620011 G>A [A1769]
22287067 T>C [BY33880/Y80705]
7004844 G>T [A1745]
7874345 T>C [A1746]
8347840 G>A [A1747]
8612653 C>G [A1492]
8960562 G>A [A1749]

Edwin has 5 unique SNPs that are not shared with you:
11994733 A>G [BY33878]
12236106 C>A [A1753]
12430042 C>T [BY96387]
12908898 G>A [BY99164]
19610182 A>C [BY43630]

You have 3 unique SNPs that are not shared with Edwin:
12236106 C>A [A1753]
15964079 A>C [A1759]
16801707 G>A [A1764]

This will all change when you get a more complete analysis by YFull and the Big Tree, but I should be someplace within the ball park.”51

The other result of relevance in this study of the Y chromosome pertains to the SNPs, which are organized into haplogroups or subclades. A very
common haplogroup in Iberia is the R1b-DF27, which is a subclade of M269 and has higher frequencies among Basques, but possibly originating in
north-east Spain.52 The Sotomayor and Colónmen from this study had positive results for the DF41 haplogroup, which is a downstream subclade of the
L21 haplogroup, which in turn is downstream fromM269. Mathematician and data analyst Joe Flood has concluded that the L21 haplogroup originated
in south-west Britain some 4,500 years ago as part of the Beaker Atlantic culture.53 The L21 haplogroup has a higher frequency in Brittany (France),
southern England, andGalicia (Spain).54 Although theDF41 haplogrouphas not been academically researched, itsmembers so far have ancestral origins
almost exclusively in places popularly associated with “Celtic” identities, including Ireland, Scotland, Isle of Man, Wales, Cornwall/Devon, Cumbria,
Galicia/northern Portugal. (On the creation of a “Celtic myth” of the late twentieth century, especially throughmusic, which went beyond archeological
perspectives, see Javier Campos Calvo-Sotelo’s article in PopularMusic and Society.55) Somebranches of theDF41 haplogroup (L744, L781) descend from
Walter Fitz Alan (1110–1177) who was appointed High Steward of Scotland under King David I of Scotland, and are popularly known as the “Royal
Stewart” haplogroups. There are a few men within the DF41 subclade that have Iberian ancestry. While most do not have genealogical data beyond
genealogical time frames, oneof themdoeshavegenealogical data of relevance to this study. RodolfoHernándezChávez, fromMexico, alsohadpositive
results for the DF41 subclade. His directmale ancestry goes back to the Fernández de Córdoba lineage, a famous lineage of Galician origin in the twelfth
century that originally used the surname Fernández de Temes,56,57 fitting the geographical distribution of both L21 and DF41 subclades. Taking these
SNP results into consideration, the patrilineal ancestry of our Sotomayors and Colónsmost probably came from the north-west of the Iberian Peninsula.
Our Big Y-500 test allowed for the creation of a new Puerto Rican haplogroup in FTDNA called R-BY33880. (In YFull the name for BY33880 is Y80705.)

Genetic results also indicate that Don Cristóbal de Sotomayor was not the direct paternal ancestor of our Sotomayor and Colón men. In a
recent academic archeo-genetic study, our Y-DNA was compared with the Y-DNA of Don Cristóbal’s uncle, Don Álvaro Páez de Sotomayor,
who rests in the cathedral of Tui.58,59 The result of this study was negative.60 Given that the three Don Luis de Sotomayors in Puerto Rico in the
sixteenth century descended agnatically from Mem Páez Sorredea, they would not be the direct agnatic ancestors of the Sotomayors and
Colóns in this study. Therefore, we are before an event where a son inherited the surname from a maternal source.

Interpretation
Exhaustive historical research over the last five years on the possible marriage or union between the Sotomayor and Colón families of the sixteenth
century or earlier that fit the military profile of the ones in Puerto Rico led to very little success. (My research on the Sotomayor family throughout the
Spanish-speaking world spans over fifteen years.) A good clue was Don Luis de Sotomayor, Governor of Melilla, and his second wife Doña Petronila
Colón de Toledo, both from Orán (present-day Algeria), at the end of the sixteenth century. Although the family of Don Luis had connections with
Puerto Rico, this couple did not have children, so they were eliminated as an alternative.61 With very few options in terms of families with the combined
surnames Sotomayor and Colón in Puerto Rico, the Lugo Sotomayor family from Puerto Rico from the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries
merited closer study. The Lugo Sotomayor family is the result of the marriage between Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo and Doña Isabel de Sotomayor.
Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo, born in 1543 (he declares being forty years old in 158362) descended from the conquistadors of the Canary Islands and
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was a close relative of the adelantado [governor] Alonso Fernández de Lugo. Their childrenwere Captain Juan de Lugo Sotomayor, Doña Isabel de Lugo
Sotomayor,63 Captain Diego de Figueroa Lugo, and Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa Buenaventura. (Captain Diego de Figueroa de Lugo was
named as uncle of Clara de Lugo Figueroa, daughter of Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa in the will of Lazaro Ramirez de Arellano: “Y para cumplir y
pagar este mi testamento mandas y gastos en el contenidas dejo nombro por mis albaceas y testamentarios al capitán Diego de Figueroa de Lugo, tio
de mi mujer.”64) Captain Juan married Doña Luisa Velázquez, daughter of Captain Baltazar Velázquez and Doña Juana Bautista, and together they had
the following children: Captain Juan de Lugo Sotomayor, Captain Francisco de Lugo Sotomayor, Doña María de Lugo Sotomayor (who married Don
Agustín de Cuadros and had, among others, a son who would become the priest Don Félix de Cuadros65), Doña Isabel de Lugo Sotomayor, Doña
Francisca de Lugo Sotomayor, Doña Luisa Juana de Lugo Sotomayor, Doña Ana de Lugo Sotomayor, and probably DoñaMarina de Lugo Sotomayor.66

(Themarriage of Alférez José de Ávila de las Cuebas, legitimate son of Don José andDoña Ana de las Cuebas, from Jeréz de la Frontera, and Doña Josefa
de Espinosa de los Olivos y Lancebo y Lugo, legitimate daughter of Capitán Don Alonso de Espinosa de los Olivos y Lancebo andDoñaMariana de Lugo
y Sotomayor was recorded on January 24, 1693. The witnesses were Antonio de Benavides and Captain Juan de Lugo y Sotomayor.)

Of these children, Captain Juan married Doña Ana de Avendaño on November 16, 1665 at the Cathedral of San Juan. She was the daughter of
San Juan’s regidor perpetuo Don Andrés Montañez Mercal and Doña Bárbara de Villela.67 Captain Francisco married Doña Gerónima Muxica
Negrete also at the Cathedral of San Juan on June 18, 1668. She was the daughter of Captain Cristóbal Muxica and Doña Gerónima Negrete.68

By 1673, Juan and Ana had three daughters, Mayora, Benedicta, and Juana Sebastiana. They lived, together with Juan’s siblings Francisco and
Francisca, at #149 San Cristóbal Street in San Juan and owned ten slaves.69 I will return to this family later.

We do not have more information about Captain Diego de Figueroa Lugo. But the other son of Captain Pedro and Doña Isabel, Captain Guillermo
de Lugo Figueroa, married Doña Leonor García (or Ruiz) de Vargas and had – among other children – Captain Andrés de Lugo Figueroa and Doña
Clara de Lugo Figueroa.70 (Application of grace (merced) by Captain Antonio Ramírez de Arellano, husband of Clara de [Lugo] Figueroa indicating
that Andrés de [Lugo] Figueroa was his uncle. All of them – Andrés, Clara and their parents Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa and Leonora de Vargas – are
mentioned as being “Noble People and Principal Old Christians” [Gente Noble y Principales xstianos Viejos].)71 Captain Andrés married Doña
Clemencia Ramos Colón de Luyando, daughter of Captain Diego Ramos Colón de Luyando and Doña Juana Díaz de Sandoval. Captain Andrés and
Doña Clemencia had a son named Captain Josef Ramos Colón, born c.1665. Captain Josef Ramos Colón married Doña María de Benavides and had –
among other children – Captain Gerónimo Ramos Colón, who married Doña Jacinta de Mirabal y Segarra on March 19, 1708 in Aguada. Don
Gerónimo and Doña Jacinta had the following children: Juan Ramos Colón, María Ramos Colón, Miguel Ramos Colón, and José Ramos Colón.72 As
we can see, the descendants of Captain Andrés de Lugo Figueroa and Doña Clemencia Ramos Colón used the surname Ramos Colón (see Figure 7).
More importantly, Don Gerónimo and Doña Jacinta married in Aguada. Therefore, Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo and Doña Isabel de Sotomayor had
two parallel lines of male descendants that used the surnames Sotomayor and Colón by the end of the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries
in San Germán and Aguada, just at the same time and place where our Sotomayor and Colón ancestors show up. Let us consider as well that in the
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Figure 7. Descendants of Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo.
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seventeenth century these Lugo Sotomayors also appear in the documentation as Sotomayor only, without Lugo, and vice versa, showing the
anthroponymy practice that allowed for the inheritance of maternal surnames in the conceptualization of lineage and family. In 1646 we see Captain
Juan de Sotomayor receiving salt from Alférez Melchor Pérez Cerrato to take in his frigate to the ports of Coamo and San Germán to house in the
royal warehouse.73 Juan de Sotomayor appears as such in 1688 in the records of the San Juan cabildo [administrative council] as part of a group of
gentlemen supporting the work of Gaspar Martínez.74 Luisa Juana de Lugo Sotomayor appears as Luisa de Sotomayor in the records of the San Juan
cabildo in 1684 as part of a group of ladies protesting the government of Juan de Robles Lorenzana.75 The date of these families’ ancestor in
common is the end of the sixteenth century, corresponding with the estimate of the genetic match between our Sotomayor and Colón families from
Moca/Aguada, Puerto Rico.

I have good clues that connect this seventeenth-century (Ramos) Colón family to Edwin Colón’s most distant documented ancestor Antonio
Colón Santiago, born c.1800 in Moca, who appears as Second Corporal in Moca’s urban militias in 1819.76 The clue comes from a Moca family that
used the compound surname Colón de Santiago. Second Corporal Antonio was married to María del Rosario López and had at least two sons,
Manuel Jesús and Marcelino Colón López (Edwin’s direct ancestor).77 It looks as though the couple also had another son named Francisco Colón y
López, who died on August 29, 1890 at fifty-five years old in Adjuntas.78 This death record from Adjuntas says that Francisco was a son of Antonio
Colón y Salas, from the town of Manatí, and María Rosario López Hernández, from San Sebastián. I think this record shows that Edwin’s ancestor
“Antonio Colón Santiago” was indeed a son of Antonio Colón de Santiago y Salas and María Velázquez Rodríguez, who married in Moca on
August 7, 1798.79 The person declaring Francisco’s death made the mistake of saying that Antonio was born in Manatí, when he was actually born
in Moca (such mistakes are not uncommon; my grandfather’s marriage record from 1940 says that he was born in Humacao, when in fact he was
born in Moca in 1913). This person took out the surname Santiago, replacing it with the grandfather’s surname Salas, including again an ancestral
maternal surname. This, added to his wife’s name, María del Rosario López, is revealing. I haven’t found any other Colón Salas couples at this time
and in these towns, and certainly no couple named Antonio Colón and María Rosario López. Additionally, according to Francisco Colón López’s
death record, his children with Guadalupe Cuevas y González were named Marcelino (for his uncle and Edwin’s ancestor), Marcos, Antonio (for his
grandfather) and Victoria (for her great-grandmother?). We also know that Francisco’s aunt was named Francisca Colón Velázquez. She died on
September 15, 1886 in Moca without descendants.80 The onomastic pattern and chain within this family is clear.

We know more about Antonio Colón de Santiago y Salas (thus, Marcelino Colón’s grandfather). He appears as retired from Moca’s urban
militias in 1817 and was the son of Cristóbal Colón de Santiago (born c.1750 and retired from the urban militias in 181781) and Victoria de Salas
Hernández, who married on December 30, 1776.82 Cristóbal was in turn the son of Cristóbal Colón de Santiago (born probably c.1720) and
Juana González. This family was from San Sebastián (originally a barrio [neighborhood] of Aguada), but had property and moved constantly
throughout the region. There are a few options for the possible parents for this last Cristóbal, but there is one that is particularly interesting.
The godparents listed in the baptism record for Marcos Colón de Bonilla, legitimate son of Diego Colón and María Isabel de Bonilla, from May
9, 1714 in Coamo, were Cristóbal Colón and Doña Isabel de Santiago y Rivera.83 The onomastic chain, the surnames, and the dates strongly
suggest that this couple might be the parents of the Colón de Santiago family from Aguada and Moca in the eighteenth century. This couple
does not appear in any of the surviving parish records from Coamo during the eighteenth century (according to the transcriptions by José
Bello in the group “Genealogías de las Familias Ramírez de Arellano en Puerto Rico,” from May 29, 2018), or San Germán,84 which leads me to
believe that they left for Aguada, where no parish records exist for the eighteenth century.

If the paternal ancestors of Edwin Colón go back to c.1720 and the Ramos Colóns reach the end of the seventeenth century, we are only
looking for one generation to fill the gap. If we use the generational age of thirty years,85 this Cristóbal Colón would have been born c.1690,
placing him in the same date range as the children of Captain Josef Ramos Colón and Doña María de Benavides: Catalina (1680), María (1688),
Gerónimo (1685), and Margarita (1692). We know that Gerónimo married Doña Jacinta de Mirabal y Segarra on March 19, 1708 in Aguada.
(Gerónimo was alcalde ordinario [magistrate] of San Germán.86) Perhaps his “brother” Cristóbal did the same with Doña Isabel de Santiago y
Rivera in Aguada. This proposition is not that illogical, given that there were various high-ranking militia officers with the surname Santiago in
Aguada by 1700: Don José de Santiago (born 1671) was sargento mayor in Aguada, had properties and was the founder of the town of Añasco
in 1728;87 Antonio de Santiago was sixty-five in 1709 and lived in Aguada; Francisco de Santiago was fifty-eight in 1709 and was owner of a
few hatos [herds of pigs] in Olgadero and Añasco; Juan de Santiago was twenty-six in 1709 and had properties in Olgadero; Francisco de
Santiago was twenty-three in 1711 and had a country house in Espinal.88,89 Also in the militia muster rolls was Cristóbal de Santiago, born in
1660, sergeant and ayudante [military assistant] in Aguada, and a member of the Holy Brotherhood of San Germán.90

I feel equally (or more) comfortable in establishing the genealogical connections of the Sotomayor side. Let us remember that my most distant
documented ancestor is Juan de Soto Hernández, who was born c.1700 in Aguada and died in 1791 in Moca. Given that there are no existing
parish records for the north-western towns, particularly for Aguada and Moca, for most of the eighteenth century, we must resort to other
alternatives. Historian David Stark has suggested that an alternative for genealogical studies can be the urban militia muster rolls. During the time
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period under study, all able men were obliged to serve in the urban militias,91 so these muster rolls can be a good source to find men, and act as
a sort of census.92 Andrés Méndez Muñoz’s publication of the 1699 and 1700 urban militia muster rolls are thus of great importance.93,94,95,96

There were a few officers with the compound surname Soto de las Cuevas in these lists, who have not yet been identified. For the Sotomayor in
question, these men can be discarded because there are no men with the surname Cuevas in the well-developed genealogies of the Lugo
Sotomayor or the Ramos Colón families before 1645 (birth date of Captain Manuel de Soto de las Cuevas, older of the Soto de las Cuevas men).
With these officers out of consideration, we are left with a few men with the surname Soto in Aguada: Juan Francisco de Soto (born in 1679),
Francisco de Soto, Patricio de Soto (1687) and Fernando de Soto (no men appeared as Sotomayor, which, as indicated above, was the normal
practice in Aguada). There is a high degree of probability that the missing link in the Sotomayor genealogy is Juan Francisco de Soto, who was
literate and had possessions in the hato of Moca in 1707, thus being one of the few early landowners in Moca at that time.97 Also in these lists in
Aguada was Guillermo de Lugo, and in another list we see a Captain Guillermo de Lugo y Buenaventura, probably a grandson or great-grandson
of Captain Guillermo de Lugo Figueroa y Buenaventura, son of Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo and Doña Isabel de Sotomayor. The gravitation of
these families toward Aguada in the seventeenth century illustrates how noble families moved or created new towns in search of lands and
growth. Given the date, place, and onomastic chain – Juan Francisco in honor of his father and uncle – his properties in Moca where our
Sotomayors were from, that the militia muster rolls were a census, and that a Guillermo de Lugo Buenaventura appears in the region, I propose
Juan Francisco as the father of Juan de Soto Hernández, which by this generation had already ceased to use Lugo in the surname. True, the
documentation available is isolated and fragmented, but it is interwoven by the genetic results and Puerto Rico’s historical context. That is, the
genetic evidence, plus these historical facts, allows us to delineate these genealogies. Without the genetic data these historical documents would
not make sense, but without the historical documentation these genetic results would not make sense either.

An examination of the urban militias is, in effect, a good source to evaluate these connections in historical context. Another factor to take into
account is endogamy. José Eizaguirre has demonstrated that white endogamy in Puerto Rico during the seventeenth century was very strong,
being even stronger, practically generalized, in San Germán and Aguada.98 We have seen that these families belonged to the urban militias,
many were captains and their spouses were daughters of captains or regidores. If Juan Francisco de Soto was a soldier in Aguada’s urban
militias, it would be normal that his descendants also married other urban militia family members from Aguada. This was the case for all of the
children of Juan de Sotomayor and Serafina de Lugo, my 5th-great-grandparents. Their ten children were born in the second half of the
eighteenth century and married into families who were also members of the urban militia muster rolls from 1699/1700 (Table 3). These families
include Lorenzo de Acevedo, Vélez-Borrero, J(X)iménez, Medina, Luciano de (la) Fuente(s), Pérez de Gerena and Badillo. In fact, there are many
more connections, for these families continued intermarrying throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

So far, the discussion of the results has centered on interpreting the genetic matches between our Sotomayor and Colón men using
fragmented genealogical and historical data. While the focus of this analysis is grounded in Puerto Rico, the discussion that follows will go
beyond the island and travel back in time and into the Iberian Peninsula through an analysis of the SNPs. This last factor in our genetic
genealogy anchors the overall argument that strongly suggests that the Iberian ancestors of the Sotomayors and Colóns go back to northern
Portugal and Galicia, matching traditional genealogies. Our study of the SNPs for a deep understanding of a family’s history is not necessarily a
pioneer case. Other studies have used SNPs to establish relationships between current families and medieval lineages.99 What is truly novel in
our case is the fact that the families in question have two different surnames with a TMRCA at the edge of the genealogical time frame.

Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo’s genealogy is included in the multivolume masterpiece Nobiliario y Blasón de Canarias by Francisco Fernández de
Béthencourt,100 who is considered a pillar of modern Spanish genealogy.101 Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo was a son of Don Juan Benítez Pereira
de Lugo and Doña Elvira Mexía de Figueroa. Don Juan Benítez Pereira de Lugo was, in turn, son of Captain Pedro Benítez de Lugo “El Tuerto” and
Doña Ana de Lugo, and this Pedro was son of Admiral Don Juan Benítez de Pereira, Lord of Montillos, and Doña Inés de Lugo, sister of the

Table 3. Children of Don Juan de Sotomayor and Doña Serafina de Lugo.

Juan de Sotomayor and Serafina de Lugo’s children Spouse
1. Juan Mártir de Sotomayor María Narcisa Vélez Borrero
2. Alberto de Sotomayor María Dionisia Ximénez y Hernández de Medina
3. Gregorio de Sotomayor a. María Jiménez

b. María Josefa Vera
4. Brígida de Sotomayor Juan Antonio Borrero
5. Juan Francisco de Sotomayor María Badillo
6. Eusebio de Sotomayor Bárbara Pérez de Gerena
7. Marcos de Sotomayor Rosalía Lorenzo de Acevedo
8. Alejandro de Sotomayor María Ynés Francisca Luciano de Fuentes
9. Serafina de Sotomayor Félix Jiménez y Ramos
10. Rosa “Rosalía” de Sotomayor Manuel Jiménez y Ramos
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adelantado and Conquistador of the Canary Islands, Don Alonso Fernández de Lugo. Admiral Juan Benítez Pereira was son of Don Rui de Pereira
“El Bravo,” Captain General of both the Spanish and Portuguese fleets and Lord of Montargil. (The “Fondo Familiar Benítez” at the municipal
library in Santa Cruz de Tenerife contains the sources for the study of the Benítez Pereira de Lugo lineage in Tenerife. The collection comprises
4,574 legajos [files].102 For a complete genealogy of Pedro Mexía de Lugo and his Pereira and Lugo ancestors, readers should consult the work of
de Béthencourt mentioned above.) Captain Rui de Pereira was a direct agnatic descendant of the well-documented Portuguese lineage of Pereira,
which goes back to the region of Braga in northern Portugal in the twelfth century (see Figure 8). Don Gonzalo Rodríguez, agnatic ancestor of
Captain Pedro Mexía de Lugo, was lord of “Palmeira,”103 a locality within the present-day Braga district (see Figure 9).

José Augusto de Sottomayor, author of the celebrated Linhagens medievais portuguesas: Genealogias e estratégias (1279–1325), studied the
Pereiras within Portuguese aristocracy. In his study, Sottomayor Pizarro situates the Pereiras as a branch of the Trastámaras, along with the
Palmeiras, Traba and Tougues lineages.104 These four cousin branches descended from the powerful Froilaz/Traba family from Galicia/Asturias,
which ruled over Galician lands from the ninth to the eleventh centuries.105,106 This region, which covered northern Portugal, Galicia, and
Asturias, has been associated with Celtic culture. A discussion about the problems with the Celticization of the Iberian Peninsula is beyond the
scope of this article. However, it is interesting to note that the DF41 SNP matches of the Pereira ancestors of the Sotomayors and Colóns so far
in FTDNA have ancestry in other places with strong Celtic identity. This is not to say that the DF41 haplogroup in our case proves the
Celticness of Galicians/northern Portuguese, given that there are other Iberian men in other L21 “Celtic” subclades. It is not the intention of
this article to confuse genetics with culture, just to observe a correlation of peoples and geographies.

As mentioned earlier, a member of the DF41 haplogroup is a man with patrilineal ancestry to another Galician family, the Fernández de
Córdoba/Temes. Rodolfo H. Hernández Chávez, an architect and municipal chronicler from Encarnación de Díaz, Jalisco, Mexico, descends
agnatically from the Fernández de Córdoba family, which in turn descend agnatically from the Fernández de Temes, who were also
descendants from the Froilaz/Traba family.107 That is, Rodolfo Hernández’s patrilineal genealogy goes back to Don Pedro Froilaz de Traba,
who was a brother of Admiral Don Rodrigo Froilaz, and as such, uncle of Don Gonzalo Rodríguez da Palmeira. This means that a third
genealogy in our study, that of the Fernández de Temes, links with the Pereiras on paper and genetically. On paper, the ancestor in common
between the Pereiras and the Fernández de Temes would be Count Don Froila Bermúdez, who lived between c.1045 and 1091 (see Figure 10),
a ricohombre and aristocrat of particular significance during the reigns of Kings Fernando of León, García of Galicia, and Alfonso VI of León.
Count Froila had, with Doña Elvira de Faro, Don Pedro Froilaz de Traba (later Temes in León/Spain) and Don Rodrigo Froilaz (later Pereira in
Portugal), and together, these cousin branches of the Traba family evidence the “transborder” characteristic of medieval Portuguese and
Spanish aristocracy.108 Nonetheless, there is a small problem with this connection. The genealogy of both the Fernández de Temes and Pereira
lineages indicate that their ancestor in common lived in the eleventh century, one thousand years ago. However, the SNP match between the
Pereiras and the Fernández de Temes places the TMRCA some 4,000 years ago. More research is needed to clarify this dissonance. Taking into
consideration all the analysis presented in this article, Figure 11 allow us to see my overarching genetic-genealogical argument.

Possible maternal ancestors of Hernán Pérez de Valenzuela: in search of the Valenzuelas and Sotomayors
It is not clear who the Sotomayor ancestor of Doña Isabel de Sotomayor was. In this section I offer some ideas, which will evidence again the
importance of inheriting maternal surnames that carried genealogical capital. Regidor perpetuo Hernán Pérez de Valenzuela, Doña Isabel de
Sotomayor’s father, was born c.1514 in Almonte, Huelva, son of Captain Alonso de Lepe and Catalina Pérez. Don Alonso de Lepe was the brother
of conquistador Hernando de Lepe. Both arrived to Puerto Rico in 1513 and joined their brother Don Alonso de Molina, a scribe and member of the
nascent local elite. Their prominence as pioneers, conquistadors, and early colonizers was evident in their privileged positions, marriages to other
noble families, and wealth. Alonso, Hernando, and Juan de Lepe were sons of Captain Diego de Lepe and Leonor Gonzalez de Villareal. The other
brother, Don Alonso de Molina, was a son of Don Diego de Lepe, but we are unsure if he was a son of Leonor. All four brothers were grandsons of
Captain Diego de Lepe, who lived in Palos de la Frontera, Huelva, Spain at the end of the fifteenth century. This Lepe family enjoyed a level of
prominence in Spain and was related to the family of Conquistador Vicente Yáñez Pinzón.109 In a testimony from 1555, Hernán Pérez de Valenzuela
declared that he was just over forty years old.110 Hernán (or Fernán, as he appears in his will) was one of the most distinguished, wealthy, and
powerful individuals in Puerto Rico at that time – being for a few years Lieutenant Governor – and considered as such by his peers and historians
alike. According to testimony by Baltazar Ramírez on a decree of grace from Pedro Menendez Covian on January 25, 1590:

Pedro Menéndez Covian married Doña Beatriz del Rincon daughter of Hernan Perez late vecino and rejidor of this city principal man (hombre principal) in
said city and of the oldest settlers of the island and who was lieutenant governor for many years ….111

He was an hombre principal (this phrase was used to describe hidalgos, the Spanish term for the old nobility112), and therefore belonged to
Castilian nobility. This status is clear in the declaration of service by Captain Diego Menéndez de Valdés from 1659 when he declared that Juan
de Lugo Sotomayor, grandson of Hernán Pérez, and his wife Doña Luisa Velázquez were “hidalgo nobles, commonly known as such in the
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Figure 8. Paternal ancestors of Pedro Mexía de Lugo.

THE JOURNAL OF GENEALOGY AND FAMILY HISTORY

15



entire city.” For the most part, nobility is an inherited status.113 The available documentation does not indicate who his maternal grandparents
were, but we do have some clues. In addition to Isabel de Sotomayor, two of his other daughters were Catalina Pérez de Valenzuela and
Francisca de Escobar.114 Given that none of his descendants used the surname Lepe, I think the surnames with more genealogical capital
among his ancestors were Pérez de Valenzuela (the compound variant of this Andalusian lineage) and Sotomayor.

A generation before Catalina Pérez de Valenzuela, in Extremadura, Castile, we have themarriage of Don Fernando de Sotomayor and Doña Catalina de
Valenzuela,members of twodistinguishednoble lineages.115 (This couplehad the following sons: DonAlonso,DonDiegoandDonFabiánde Sotomayor
y Valenzuela; the latterwas a knight in theOrder of theHospitallers.116) Don Fernando de Sotomayorwas probably born between 1465 and 1470 (based
on the birth date of his grandfather, Don Fernando de Sotomayor, who requested the Bishop of Coria position in 1445,117 which would place the birth

Figure 9. Map of Braga district, Portugal. Taken from Rei-artur. Wikipedia (with licence).
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Figure 10. Descendants of Count Froila Bermúdez.
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date of Catalina de Valenzuela c.1490/95, who could have given birth toHernán Pérez c.1515. If this Don Fernando requested the bishop’s position at the
age of twenty-five or thirty, he was born between 1415/1420, his son Fabián c.1440/1445, Don Fernando c.1465/70, and Catalina c.1490/95).

Don Fernando and Doña Catalina were also hidalgos since Don Fernando de Sotomayor belonged to a well-known noble family. He was the
son of Don Fabián de Sotomayor and Doña Constanza de Zúñiga, grandson of Don Fernando de Sotomayor and Doña Teresa de Rol, and
great-grandson of Don Gutierre de Sotomayor, Grand Master of the Order of Alcántara and Lord of Puebla de Alcocer, Alconchel, and Gahete,
among others (born c.1395/1400).118,119 Catalina was a common name in the family of the Grand Master. His mother was named Catalina de
Sotomayor and he also had two daughters named Catalina.120 The fact that Hernán Pérez also appears as Fernán is also a good clue because in
Spanish and Portuguese Fernán is a common contraction of Fernando, and the letters H and F were commonly switched. Therefore, he was
given the name of his maternal grandfather and third grandfather and the surname of his mother. Additionally, Don Gutierre’s descendants,
once married into the house of Zúñiga to form the powerful Zúñiga Sotomayor lineage,121 were counts of Belalcázar and relatives of the lords
of different places in Huelva, particularly in Lepe, Gibraleón, and Ayamonte very close to Almonte where Hernán was born.122 Plus, Fernando’s
mother was a Zúñiga. The lordship of the Sotomayors in Extremadura also included the lands of Trujillo where the lineage Escobar also
flourished during the fifteenth century, in alliance with another early lineage in Puerto Rico, the Añascos.123

Doña Catalina de Valenzuela also descended from an hidalgo family. She was daughter of Don Diego de Valenzuela (knight of the Order of
Santiago) and Doña Francisca de Valenzuela. Diego was the son of Don Jerónimo de Valenzuela and Doña María Clavijo, and grandson of Don
Juan Rodríguez de Valenzuela and Doña Gracia Rodríguez de Pineda Baena. One of Catalina’s great-uncles was named Don Juan Pérez de
Valenzuela. Diego was, in turn, great-grandson of Don Pedro Fernández de Valenzuela and Doña Juana Fernández de Córdoba. Pedro’s father was
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=
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Figure 11. Hourglass chart of Pedro Mexía de Lugo.
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Don Juan Pérez de Valenzuela, Seventh Lord of Valenzuela.124 Despite the generational distances, this house of Valenzuela is known for
commonly using the patronymics Pérez and Fernández,125 hence the name Catalina Pérez de Valenzuela. Considering the dates, proper
names – especially Catalina, Hernán’s grandmother, mother, and daughter, all Valenzuela, clear onomastic chain; and even Fernán(do) – the
surname Sotomayor (and even Escobar), location, and noble status, I think we have good reasons to propose this genealogy (see Figure 12).

Conclusion
For more than a decade now, genetics has been heralded as an important tool for those genealogies that have inadequate or unclear
documentation. This is the case of a branch of the Sotomayor and Colón de Santiago families from Moca/Aguada pre-1700s. In this study, I
have established an agnatic paternal genealogy for these families. We must clarify that the genealogy hereby presented is exclusive to the
descendants of Juan de Sotomayor and Serafina de Lugo, my 5th-great-grandparents, to those who can prove being a descendant of Juan de
Soto Hernández (1700), and to those who also descend from Cristóbal Colón de Santiago (1720). Genetic results also indicate that not all of the
Sotomayors in the north-west of Puerto Rico have a direct paternal ancestor in common. In other words, not all of the Sotos and Sotomayors in
Puerto Rico match on the Y chromosome. This indicates that there were several maternal events (inheritance of the Soto and Sotomayor surname
from a mother other than Doña Isabel de Sotomayor) or cases of illegitimacy. We need more research to sort through these different families.

The dissonance between same surnames and Y-DNA, in turn, evidences the anthroponymical practice in the Spanish world of adoption of
maternal ancestral surnames. As our Sotomayor-Colón case evidences, there were multiple cases of maternal surname inheritance among the
noble families in Puerto Rico. The practice was not exclusive to the island, but was evident in the Canary Islands before, and even in Iberia.
Compound surnames were common among the elite in Puerto Rico (Lugo Sotomayor, Lugo Figueroa, Ramos Colón, Colón de Santiago, Lorenzo
de Acevedo, Luciano de Fuentes, López de Victoria, Ramírez de Arellano, Colón de Luyando, etc.). These surnames were commonly shortened and
often took either surname from each compound. As our case illustrates, some kept only the surname in the second order, (Lugo) Sotomayor and

=

=
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=

=

=Pedro Fernández de 
Valenzuela

Juana Fernández de 
Córdoba
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Figure 12. Ancestors of Catalina Pérez de Valenzuela Sotomayor.
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(Ramos) Colón. The first was further shortened to Soto, the second created a new compound surname, Colón de Santiago. However, this practice
did not equate to matriarchy, as Puerto Rican society remained strongly patriarchal by the end of the Spanish regime.126 It meant, as shown by
George Ryskamp,127 that family and lineage was holistic, not strictly patrilineal, and full use of genealogical capital was implemented.

The clues that point to Don Gutierre de Sotomayor128 as the Sotomayor ancestor of Doña Isabel de Sotomayor are promising. Particularly
revealing is the marriage between Gutierre’s great-grandson Fernando de Sotomayor, with a Catalina de Valenzuela a generation before the
birth of Hernán Pérez de Valenzuela’s mother. Ultimately, despite the lack of direct genealogical documentation, these genetic results and the
historical analysis offer a good response to the agnatic background of this branch of Sotomayors and Colóns in Puerto Rico’s north-west: the
Pereiras from Canary Islands, before that from Portugal, and before that from Galicia/Asturias.

This last point is of special interest, potentially groundbreaking. For centuries it was believed that the Pereiras, and in turn the Froilaz/Trabas
and a large number of Iberian early medieval nobility, descended from Visigoth families.129 Contemporary historians do not suggest any
particular origin.110 The results of the present genetic-genealogy study suggest that the background of this powerful and influential family of
the high medieval ages coincides with peoples of the Atlantic fringes of Europe, including another aristocratic lineage, the Stewarts of
Scotland. If that is the case, new interpretations about the origins of these families, their motivations, and impact on the Iberian Peninsula
could be pursued.

A thousand years later, descendants of this Galician nobility expanded outside the Iberian Peninsula toward the conquest of societies overseas,
accelerating the process of human migrations towards the Atlantic Ocean. Five hundred years after this, two families – unaware of their
relationship in Puerto Rico – discover, with the help of genetic science, the history of these steps through the passing of time. Even though it is
a young field and one that is difficult to understand, genetic genealogy is beginning to provide good results for those without genealogical
documentation, but who have isolated historical data. Instead of parish records, the common threads that link one generation to the other are
microscopic cells and their unbreakable and unquestionable genetic component, inherited from body to body.
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