Advertisement for a Senior Co-Editor of The Journal of Genealogy and Family History
July 2026

The Register of Qualified Genealogists is now inviting applications for a senior co-editor of
The Journal of Genealogy and Family History to join our journal team on a voluntary basis.

About the Journal

The Journal of Genealogy and Family History is an online peer-reviewed, inter-disciplinary
journal published by the Register of Qualified Genealogists, and is available to read for free.
The principal aim of The Journal of Genealogy and Family History is to provide a platform
for researchers in all academic fields related to genealogy and family history where new,
interesting and challenging work can be published. The Journal serves as a touchstone for
current thinking and practice, and aims to raise and maintain standards among genealogists.

Key Features

e The Journal is inter-disciplinary and international in its reach.

e All submissions are peer-reviewed and expected to meet the highest scholarly
standards.

e There are no article submission or processing charges for the Journal.

e The Journal is online only and papers appear once the production process is complete.

e The Journal is open-access with content available under a Creative Commons
Attribution License.

Scope

The Journal publishes relevant material related to genealogy and family history that either
illuminates the history of families in a specific timeframe, or offers improved investigative
approaches for exploring family history. It deals with, for example:

o Family histories, particularly illustrative of new and innovative approaches.
e Personal, local, community, social histories and microhistories.

o Demographic studies, migration and translocation.

e Onomastic studies.

e Prosopographical studies.

e Locational studies.

e Property and family relationships.

o Symbolism in genealogy, heraldic and funereal.

o Palaeography.

e The use of DNA analysis to understand kinship, ancestry and populations.

The Journal does not deal with anecdotal material, and is not concerned with interpretations
of genealogy employed in the field of philosophy. Successful submissions are factual, well-
researched and fully referenced.



Specification for the Senior Co-Editor

We are seeking a well-qualified genealogist and/or historian who is committed to maintaining
and raising the scholarly standards of the journal. They would need to be available for around
5-6 hours of editorial work per month (with breaks for holidays etc.) and for editors’ meetings
that take place six times per year. These editors’ meetings take place virtually via Zoom. The
main responsibilities will be to allocate peer reviewers and make decisions about submissions
based upon the peer reviewers’ advice and their own expertise. It is intended that an assistant
editor will be recruited in due course to support the two senior co-editors, with responsibility
for correspondence with authors and administrative tasks. The new senior co-editor will work
with Dr Nicholas Dixon, a director of RQG who has been an editor of the journal since 2024.

Essential qualifications

e Attainment of one of the academic qualifications which entitles someone to join RQG
and a recognised genealogy or history university degree at master’s and/or PhD level.

e Experience of writing, reviewing and/or editing articles for peer-reviewed journals.

e Time and ability to work as part of the team, and availability for editorial meetings.

e Tact and sensitivity in communicating with potential journal authors and reviewers.

e Knowledge of the journal’s submission and reviewing guidelines (on the website).

Desirable qualifications

e At least three academic publications, which can be monographs, peer-reviewed
journal articles and chapters in academic books. A list of these would be useful.

e Experience of using an online journal submission system, as a user or an editor.

e Experience of collaborating with academic institutions, archives and/or libraries.

We encourage applications from everyone who has the essential qualifications stated above.

The Application Process

Please submit a CV with a covering email explaining why you meet the criteria specified
above and how you would contribute to the success of the journal. The deadline for such
applications is 1 September 2026. Once the applications have been received, we will then
interview potential editors, with a view to appointing a senior co-editor in October 2026.

Applicants should familiarise themselves with the journal website:

https://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/ojs/index.php/JGFH

All applications should be submitted to editor(@qualifiedgenealogists.org

Questions concerning applications can be sent to nicholasdixon@qualifiedgenealogists.org
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